


FOREWORD 

Seven s t u d e n t s  were g radua ted  from Bethany 
Lu theran  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary on May 1 2  of t h i s  
y e a r .  Theodore E. Aaberg, Timothy E.  E r i c k s o n ,  
Wil l iam B .  Kessel, Michael  C. K r e n t z ,  and Gay l in  
R. Schmeling r e c e i v e d  t h e  M, of  Dive d e g r e e ,  
O t t o  Trebe lhorn  and Juan Rubio r e c e i v e d  t h e  can-  
d i d a t e  of Theology Diploma. The c h a r g e  t o  t h e  
seminary  graduates, d e l i v e r e d  by t h e  seminary  
p r e s i d e n t ,  a p p e a r s  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  of t h e  Q u a r t e r l y Y  

Also a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  is  a n  e x e g e t i c a l  
s t u d y  of Psalm 8 : 3 - 6 ,  by P r o f ,  Rudolph E, Honsey, 

An E x e g e t i c a l  s t u d y  of Mat t .  l8:15-20 by P r o f .  
J ,  B ,  Madson a p p e a r s  i n  c h i s  i s s u e .  Readers  w i l l  
r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  p a s s a g e  a s  one t h a t  i s  i n  c c n t r o -  
v e r s y  among u s ,  and ELS p a s t o r s  e s p e c i a l l y  a r e  
asked t o  pay p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  E d i t o r ' s  
Note a t  t h e  beg inn ing  of t h e  a r t i c l e ,  

Readers  w i l l  a l s o  f i n d  a n  announcement on t h e  
1978 Lu theran  Reformat ion L e c t u r e s  i n  t h i s  i s s u e .  

ELS P r e s i d e n t  W e  W, B e t e r s e n  d e l e g a t e d  D r .  N, S.  
T j e r n a g e l  t o  a t t e n d  a  convoca t ion  J a n u a r y  4-6, 1978,  
a t  Concordia  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary,  F t ,  Wayne, 
I n d i a n a ,  on: "Lutheran C o n f e s s i o n s  i n  t h e  Contem- 
p o r a r y  Church," P r o f .  R ,  Ee Honsey a l s o  a t t e n d e d ,  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  ELS and Bethany Seminary,  D r .  
T j e r n a g e l "  r e p o r t  on t h e  c o n f z r e n c e  a p p e a r s  i n  
t h i s  i s s u e  o f  t h e  Q u a r t e r l y .  

T.A.A. 
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CHARGE TO THE GRADUATES 

of 

BETHANY LUTHEM THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

May 12 ,  1978 

by: Theodore A.  Aaberg 
Seminary P r e s i d e n t  

Dear f r i e n d s  in C h r i s t ,  and e s p e c i a l l y ,  
dear  Seminary Graduates:  

I f  t h e r e  i s  one passage of S c r i p t u r e  which, 
when i51properly p r e sen t ed ,  i s  conducive t o  p u t t i n g  
people  a t  e a s e  in Zion, It is t h i s  one from Je r e -  
miah 6:16 -- " ~ h u s  s a i t h  t h e  Lord, Stand ye  i n  t h e  
ways, and s e e ,  and ask f o r  t h e  o l d  p a t h s ,  where i s  
t h e  good way, and walk t h e r e i n ,  and ye  s h a l l  f i n d  
r e s t  f o r  your  s o u l s  ..." 

By "improperly presented1%we mean t h a t  t h e  
p a s t o r  sr t e a c h e r  p r e s e n t s  " t he  o ld  p a t h s , "  ii. e, , 
t h e  d o c t r i n e s  of S c r i p t u r e ,  a s  d i v i n e  t r u t h ,  bu t  
wi thout  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n  of one d o c t r i n e  
t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  wi thout  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  t h e  d i v i n e  power which t h e s e  t r u t h s  have today ,  
By improperly  presen ted  we mean a l s o  t h a t  t h e  
p a s t o r  stresses t h e  "old1' a s  a  n o s t a l g i c  p a s t ,  
t o  t h e  n e g l e c t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  and t h e  f u t u r e ,  

You have been taught  t h e  "old p a t h s , "  t h e  
B i b l i c a l  d o c t r i n e s ,  h e r e  a t  t h e  Seminary, and w e  
s a y  t h i s  wi thout  apology, You a r e  pledged,  by 
your own word, t o  t e a c h  and preach  t h e s e  d o c t r i n e s  
t o  your congrega t ions ,  
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Permit  me b r i e f l y  t o  remind you of s e v e r a l  
t r u t h s  regard ing  t h e s e  "old paths ' '  o r  d o c t r i n e s .  

The B ib l e  i s  t h e  Word of God, i n f a l l i b l e ,  
i n e r r a n t ,  a l l -powerfu l .  To t h e  so -ca l l ed  moderns, 
t h a t  is  a  d ry ,  l i f e l e s s ,  a r c h a i c  t e ach ing ,  t o t a l l y  
inadequa te  f o r  a  dynamic church i n  ou r  day. 

But Pet  me i l l u s t r a t e  from Luther :  

Luther  speaks of a c t i o n  words and command 
words i n  S c r i p t u r e ,  

Regarding the Lord ' s  Supper t h e  a c t i o n  words 
a r e  t h o s e  t e l l i n g  us  what took p l a c e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
supper  i n  t h e  upper room, namely, t ha t  Jesus  said, 
"This i s  my body" and having spoken t h a t  d i v i n e  
word, h i s  body w a s  t r u l y  p r e s e n t .  So with t h e  
wine and h i s  blood,  

Now J e s u s  has  comanded h i s  f o l l ower s :   his 
do  .,, i n  remembrance of me," a d  t h a t  command 
word  include^ our  speaking the words of i n s t i t u -  
t i o n  over  t h e  e lements  today,  and because i t  i s  
God's Word spoken a t  God's command, then  what 
t hose  words say ,  namely, "This i s  my body" are 
e f f ec t ive  today a l s o  when t h e  o f f i c i a n t  s ays  them 
a t  a l e g i t i m a t e  c e l e b r a t i o n  of t h e  Lord ' s  Supper,  
and C h r i s t 9 s  body and blood a r e  t r u l y  p r e s e n t  
a l s o  today i n  t h e  Sacrament. 

Luther  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  w i t h  s e v e r a l  examples, 
e .g . ,  a t  c r e a t i o n  God s a i d :  "Le t  t h e r e  be  a  sun 
and a  moon," and t h e r e  was a sun  and a  moon a s  he  
comanded,  But he  h a s n 9 %  comanded us  t o  speak 
t hose  words and s o  w e  can s ay  "Let t h e r e  be  a  sun 
and a moon" u n t i l  we a r e  b l u e  i n  t h e  f a c e  and 
no th ing  w i l l  happen. But Luther  s ays :  "If . . . 
we had been commanded t o  say  i t ,  then  you would 

indeed s e e  whether God i s  a l i a r ,  and whether 
t h e r e  would no t  appear  ano the r  sun were I t o  say 
t h i s  t o  a  s t a r  o r  t o  t h e  heavens,  But s i n c e  t h e r e  
i s  no such impera t ive  h e r e ,  of course  no sun 
appears"  (LW, 37: 183) .  

So too ,  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  J e s u s '  m i r a c l e  of 
changing wate r  i n t o  wine, Luther  s ays :  "If  t h e r e  
were an impera t ive  t h a t  I should speak t o  t h e  
wate r  t h e s e  d e c l a r a t i v e  words,   his i s  wine , '  
you would s e e  indeed whether wine would no t  appear" 
(LW, 37:183). 

The same i s  t r u e  w i t h  a b s o l u t i o n ,  Jesus  t o l d  
Mary Magdalene: "Your s i n s  a r e  fo rg iven . "  That 
i s  a d e c l a r a t i v e .  Now i f  P e t e r  o r  Pau l  say t o  a  
p e n i t e n t  s i n n e r ,  "Your s i n s  a r e  fo rg iven , "  t h a t  
i s  simply a d e c b a r a t i v e ,  "neve r the l e s s , "  L u t h e r  
s ays ,  " t he  s i n s  a r e  fo rg iven  as t h e  words d e c l a r e ,  
because i t  i s  embraced and commanded i n  an  impera- 
t i v e ,  s i n c e  C h r i s t  s a y s  i n  t h e  l a s t  chap t e r  of 
John (29:22f) ,  ' ~ e c e i v e  t h e  Holy Spirit. I f  you 
f o r g i v e  t h e  s i n s  of any, '  e t c e V 9  (LW, 37:183). 

And s o  t h e  Lutheran Confessions can t r u t h f u l l y  
say: "It i s  n o t  t h e  v o i c e  o r  word of t h e  man who 
speaks i t ,  b u t  i t  is  t h e  Word of God, who f o r g i v e s  
s i n ,  f o r  i t  i s  spoken i n  God's s t e a d  and by God's 
command . . . W e  a l s o  t e a c h  t h a t  God r e q u i r e s  u s  
t o  b e l i e v e  t h i s  a b s o l u t i o n  a s  much a s  i f  w e  heard 
God's v o i c e  from heaven . . ." (Augs. Conf., 
A r t ,  XXV, 3-4, Tappert  e d , ,  pp. 61-62). 

'That's how a l i v e  and powerful  ~ o d %  Word i s  
today,  and a s  f o r  c a l l i n g  i t  an  "old path"  i t  is  
o l d  on ly  i n  t h e  s ense  t h a t  God i n  His g r a c e  ha s  
g iven  H i s  Word down through t h e  ages  t o  t h e  
p r e s e n t  day. 
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One could t r e a t  of o t h e r  d o c t r i n e s  of Scr ip -  
t u r e ,  such a s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n ,  and 
t h e  r e l a t i o n  of s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  t o  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  
There i s  power and t h e r e  i s  l i f e  i n  t h e  o l d  p a t h s ,  
t h e  d o c t r i n e s  of God's Word. 

We a r e  no t  merely t o  a s k  f o r  t h e  o l d  p a t h s  t o  
look  them over and cons ider  them i n  an academic 
way, bu t  t o  walk i n  them. 

That means 

--to ho ld  t o  them, 
--to t e a c h  them, 
--to l i v e  i n  them, 

and i t  i s  h e r e  where t h e  gradua tes  of our  seminary 
must p reach  hard  and c l e a r  and f e r v e n t l y  s o  t h a t  
t h e s e  o l d  p a t h s  of S c r i p t u r e  s t and  ou t  ever  s o  
c l e a r l y  and bo ld ly  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  and e a r s  of t he i r  
h e a r e r s  s o  t h a t  i t  i s  a s  i f  God himself  had j u s t  
spoken t h e  words t o  them. 

Then w e  cannot have dead or thodoxy,  our  con- 
g r ega t i ons  cannot grow l a x  and i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  the 
Gospel, bu t  they  w i l l  be  d a i l y  quickened i n  s p i r i t ,  
moved t o  repentance  and f a i t h ,  and drawn t o  l i v e  
an  ever  more godly l i f e  f o r  t h e  Savior .  

Then we and t h o s e  who hear  u s  s h a l l ,  a s  our  
t e x t  promises ,  f i n d  r e s t  f o r  our  s o u l s  -- n o t  a  
f a l s e  rest ,  n o t  t h e  i l l u s i o n  of r e s t  which a f f l i c t s  
some C h r i s t i a n s  who a r e  being l u l l e d  t o  s l e e p  wh i l e  
t h e  d e v i l  ha s  a f i e l d  day i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s  and l i v e s .  
But t r u e  r e s t ,  rest f o r  t h e  s o u l ,  and r e s t  of a  good 
consc ience  from t h e  t e r r o r s  of s i n  and judgment. 

It is  t o  such l i v i n g  conv ic t i ons  and t o  such a  
d i l i g e n t  m i n i s t r y  t h a t  we summon ou r  g r adua t e s  i n  
God's name, a s  we p r e s e n t  them f o r  g radua t ion .  

P a s t o r  Tweit ,  chairman of t h e  Board of Regents,  
we p r e s e n t  t o  you t h e  c l a s s  of 1978 

f i v e  members f o r  t h e  Master of D i v i n i t y  degree  

and 

two members f o r  t h e  Candidate  of Theology 
Diploma 

. . . a l l  w i t h  t h e  recommendation t o  t h e  church 
f o r  t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  P u b l i c  M i n i s t r y ,  

How b e a u t i f u l  upon t h e  mountains a r e  
t h e  f e e t  o f  h i x  t h a t  b r i n g e t h  good t i d -  
i n g s ,  t h a t  p u b l i s h e t h  peace;  t h a t  b r i n g e t h  
good t i d i n g s  of  good, t h a t  g u b l i s h e t h  s a l v a -  
t i o n ;  t h a t  s a i t h  un to  Zion, Thy God r e i g n e t h !  

Thy watchmen s h a l l  l i f t  up the  vo i ce ;  
wi th  t h e  v o i c e  t o g e t h e r  s h a l l  t h e y  s i n g :  
f o r  t h e y  s h a l l  s e e  eye t o  eye,  when t h e  
Lord s h a l l  b r i n g  aga in  Zion. 

Break f o r t h  i n t o  joy,  s i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  
ye waste  p l a c e s  o f  Je rusa lem:  f o r  t h e  Lord 
h a t h  comforted h i s  people ,  he  h a t h  redeemed 
Je rusa lem.  

I s a i a h  53 : 7-9 
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The passage  ass igned  t o  t h i s  e s s a y i s t  i s  t h e  
middle p a r t  of a  psalm t h a t  has been, and s t i l l  i s ,  
i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  v a r i o u s  ways by s c h o l a r s .  There 
a r e  few passages  i n  t h e  Book of Psalms, o r  even i n  
t h e  e n t i r e  Old Testament,  where t h e r e  i s  a g r e a t e r  
d i f f e r e n c e  of op in ion  i n  what t h e  i n s p i r e d  au tho r  
s t a t e s ,  As an i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  v a r i o u s  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n s  w e  s h a l l  quote  a  few passages  from 
v a r i o u s  au tho r s .  These passages  can i n  g e n e r a l  
i l l u s t r a t e  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of 
t h i s  psalm, and of t h e  fou r  a s s igned  v e r s e s  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r .  We may c l a s s i f y  t h e s e  i n t e r p r e t a -  
t i o n s  a s  Humanistic,  Typica l  and Messianic .  

ISTICe For want of a  b e t t e r  word, 
we use this exp re s s ion  t o  i n d i c a t e  a  s t r i c t l y  
human i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h i s  psalm, one which 
main ta ins  t h a t  t h e  psalm t r e a t s  only of mankind, 
whether i t  be t h e  p e r f e c t  p r imord i a l  man (Adam 
and Eve be fo re  t h e  f a l l )  o r  s i n f u l  man a f t e r  t h e  
f a l l .  Th i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i gno re s  and exc ludes  
t h e  Mew Testament r e f e r e n c e s ,  p r i m a r i l y  Heb. 2: 
6-8, bu t  a l s o  1 Cor. 15:27 and o t h e r  q u o t a t i o n s  
o r  a l l u s i o n s ,  The fo l l owing  q u o t a t i o n s  a r e  rep- 
r e s e n t a t i v e  of s c h o l a r s  who espouse t h a t  view, 
and who today a r e  i n  t h e  ma jo r i t y .  

"Here i s  a  psalm t h a t  i s  a  mine f o r  t h e  ex- 
p o s i t o r ,  as w e l l  a s  f o r  any who would m e d i t a t e  

w o r t h i l y  i n  the  even t ide .  W. E.  ~ d d i s l  heads i t  
simply ' A  Nature  Psalm, '  bu t  i t  i s  more t h a n  t h a t ,  
It has  a l s o  been c a l l e d  'a  l y r i c  echo of t h e  f i r s t  
chap t e r  of Genes i s ' ;  bu t  i t  i s  more t h a n  t h a t  too .  
It i s  a  psalm of God, n a t u r e ,  and man, and might 
be c a l l e d  today t h e  psalm of a  r e l i g i o u s  s c i e n t i s t .  
Some of i t s  ph ra se s  have become p a r t  of t h e  perma- 
nen t  mental  f u r n i t u r e  of r e f l e c t i v e  p e ~ p l e . " ~  

"Ps, 8 i s  an  evening hymn i n  two syn th .  tri- 
meter o c t a s t i c h s ,  c o n t r a s t i n g  t h e  g lo ry  of man a s  
c r e a t u r e  w i t h  t h e  g lo ry  of Ehe C r e a t o r ,  The S t r s ,  
a r e  enclosed by i d e n t i c a l  t r i m e t e r  c o u p l e t s ,  
p r a i s i n g  t h e  name of Yahweh a s  widespread i n  a l l  
t h e  e a r t h  (v, 2a 10) .  An i n i t i a l  p r aye r  t h a t  
Yahweh would set  H i s  splendour  above t h e  heavens,  
i s  followed by a  contemplat ion of H i s  s t r e n g t h ,  
i n  t h e  speech of s u c k l i n g s ,  overcoming H i s  ene- 
m i e s ;  and of t h e  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  of man when com- 
pared w i th  moon and s t a r s  (v ,  2b-5)- Man made 
lower than  t h e  gods i s  y e t  sove re ign  of a l l  c rea-  
t u r e s  (v. 6-9) * " 3  

John Calvin a l s o  i n t e r p r e t s  t h i s  psalm human- 
i s t i c a l l y ,  i n  s p i t e  of Its q u o t a t i o n  i n  Mebe 2:  
6-8. He s t a t e s ,  i n  h i s  comments on v e r s e  5 ( 6 ) :  
" m a t  t h e  a p o s t l e  t h e r e f o r e  s a y s  i n  t h a t  passage 
concerning t h e  abasement s f  C h r i s t  f o r  a  s h o r t  
t ime,  i s  n o t  in tended  by him as an exp l ana t i on  of 
t h i s  t e x t ;  b u t  f o r  t h e  purpose of e n r i c h i n g  and 
i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  subject.  on which he  i s  d i scours -  
i n g ,  he  i n t roduces  and accommodates t o  i t  what 
had been spoken i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  s e n s e e f t 4  I n  h i s  
r a t i o n a l i s t i c  and humanis t ic  e x e g e s i s  of t h i s  
psalm he  n o t  on ly  i gno re s  t h e  powerful  tes t imony 
of t h e  New Testament,  bu t  a l s o  presumes t o  read  
t h e  h e a r t  and mind of t h e  au tho r  of t h e  E p i s t l e  
t o  t h e  Hebrews when he s t a t e s  t h a t  i t  ''is n o t  
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in tended  by him a s  an  exp l ana t i on  of t h i s  t e x t , "  
a  p r e r o g a t i v e  t h a t  an exege te  ought t o  r e f r a i n  
from assuming. 

11. TYPICAL, Under t h i s  kind of i n t e r p r e t a -  
t i o n  can come a number of v a r i e t i e s .  However, we 
can g e n e r a l i z e  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
r ega rds  t h e  s t a t emen t s  i n  t h e  psalm a s  r e f e r r i n g  
f i r s t  and foremost t o  man i n  g e n e r a l ,  and only 
s econda r i l y ,  by a p p l i c a t i o n ,  t o  t h e  Coming Messiah. 

Perhaps t h e  foremost proponent of t h i s  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n  i s  E .  W. Hengstenberg of more than  a  
cen tury  ago. We must quote  him a t  some l e n g t h .  
"Passages from t h i s  Psalm a r e  app l i ed  t o  C h r i s t  
i n  t h e  New Testament; and t h i s  has  l ed  many exposi-  
t o r s  t o  r e f e r  t h e  whole Psalm t o  H i m  a l one .  Not 
only, however, do many i n t e r n a l  grounds oppose 
this v i e w ,  bu t  i t  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  confirmed 
by t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  New Testament. This  w i l l  
appear  on an examination of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  pas- 
sages .  I n  Na t t .  xxf .  16 ,  C h r i s t  rebukes t h e  Phar i -  
s e e s ,  who could n o t  con t a in  themselves because 
c h i l d r e n  were c ry ing  t o  him Hosanna, by b r i n g i n g  
t o  t h e i r  remembrance t h e  2d v e r s e  of t h i s  Psalm: 
'Have ye  never  r ead ,  Out of t h e  mouths of babes 
and suck l ings  Thou h a s t  p e r f e c t e d  p r a i s e ? '  From 
t h i s  quo t a t i on ,  i t  does no t  a t  a l l  f o l l ow  t h a t  
t h e  Lord explained t h e  Psalm t o  r e f e r  t o  Himself .  
It i s  enough t h a t  t h e  i d e a  u t t e r e d  i n  t h e  Psalm, 
-- v i z ,  t h e  high-minded, who proudly s h u t  t h e i r  

h e a r t  t o  t h e  impression of what i s  Div ine ,  wi th-  
s tand ing ,  and impiously blaspheming i t ,  a r e  pu t  
t o  shame by t h e  c h e e r f u l  acknowledgement t h e r e o f ,  
u t t e r e d  by t h e  unsoph i s t i c a t ed  mind of chi ldhood,  
-- i s  he re  a l s o  exempl i f ied ,  The s t r o k e  which 
t h e  Lord h e r e  d e a l t  t o  t h e  P h a r i s e e s ,  was a  com- 
p l e t e l y  s i l e n c i n g  one; they  must have f e l t  i t  i n  

their innermost conscience.  The second q u o t a t i o n  
from this Psalm, i n  Heb, ii. 6-9, appears  t o  
favour  more t h e  Messianic  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  There 
v e r s .  4,5, a r e  app l i ed  t o  ~ h r i s t ' s  g l o r y ,  and H i s  
l o r d s h i p  over  a l l  c r e a t i o n ,  But n e i t h e r  a r e  we 
n e c e s s i t a t e d  by t h i s  passage t o  r e f e r  t h e  Psalm, 
i n  i t s  primary and proper  s ense ,  t o  C h r i s t ,  A l -  
though David, i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  speaks of 
t h e  human r a c e  g e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  w r i t e r  of t h e  Epis- 
t l e  might s t i l l  j u s t l y  r e f e r  what i s  s a i d  t o  
C h r i s t ,  i n  i t s  h ighes t  and f u l l e s t  sense, For  
whereas t h e  g l o r y  of human n a t u r e ,  h e r e  de l i ne -  
a t ed ,  has been so dimmed through t h e  f a l l ,  & h a t  
on ly  some few s l i g h t  f l a s h e s  of i t  axe seen ,  and 
t h e r e f o r e  what i s  he re  s a i d  r e f e r s  r a t h e r  t o  t h e  
idea  t han  t o  t h e  reality, it appeared anew i n  
C h r i s t  i n  f u l l  sp lendour .  The w r i t e r  of t h e  
E p i s t l e  d e s c r i b e s  the dominion ob ta ined  f a r  hu- 
manity i n  C h r i s t  over  c r e a t i o n ,  whereby i t  was 
exalted above the a n g e l s ,  i n  t h e  words of t h e  4 th  
and 5 th  verse of t h i s  Psalm, The thoroughly rlnt.5- 
d e n t a l  r e f e r e n c e  of t h e  beginning of ve r ,  5 ,  a s  
rendered i n  t h e  LXX,, t o  t h e  h u m i l i a t i o n  of C h r i s t ,  
i s  nor p rope r ly  an expos i t ion ,  bu t  a popula r  adap- 
t a tkon ,  This  i s  unques t ionably  t h e  e a s e  a l s o  w i th  
t h e  t h i r d  q u o t a t i o n ,  i n  % Car,  X - J ,  2 9 ,  Pau l  t h e r e  
r e f e r s  t h e  words of VEX, 6 ,  'Tho11. h a s t  p u t  a l l  
t h i n g s  under H i s  feet,"o C h r i s t ,  because t h e  
power of humanity over  t h e  whole c r e a t i o n ,  l o s t  
and changed i n  Adam t o  a b a s e  s e r v i t u d e ,  w a s  re- 
gained i n  C h r i s t ,  and t h a t ,  indeed ,  i n  a s t i l l  
h ighe r  and more g e r f e e t  manner than i t  was pos- 
s e s sed  by Adam," 

I n  h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h i s  psalm, N, C, Leupold 
a l s o  ma in t a in s  t h a t  the  psalm i s  Typ ica l  r a t h e r  t h a n  
d i r e c t l y  ~ e s s i a n i c . ~  Leupold was f o r  many y e a r s  
P r o f e s s o r  of Old Testament a t  C a p i t a l  Seminary, 
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t h e  Typica l  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  s u f f i c e .  Both a r e  from 
books of men of about  a  cen tury  ago, George 
P h i l l i p s  and J. J. S,  Perowne. 

"This i s  a  Psalm of thanksg iv ing  t o  God f o r  
t h e  e x a l t a t i o n  of man above a l l  t e r r e s t r i a l  c rea-  
t u r e s ,  It i s  quoted by t h e  au tho r  of t h e  E p i s t l e  
t o  t h e  Hebrews w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  C h r i s t ;  bu t  
whether i t  i s  t o  be considered a  prophecy, o r  
whether i t  i s  quoted srbmply because i t  d e s c r i b e s  
by way of accommodation t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of our  Lord 
does no t  appear  c e r t a i n  .. . . It i s  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  
app l i ed  t o  our  Lord by way of i l l u s t r a t i o n ;  f o r  
t h i s  pcwer and d i g n i t y  d id  n o t  o b t a i n  t h e i r  f u l l  
c o n s m a t i o n  t i l l  H e  became inves t ed  w i t h  our  
n a t u r e ,  and was e x a l t e d  'above a l l  p r i n c i p a l i t y ,  
and power, and might ,  and dominion, and every  
name t h a t  i s  named, n o t  on ly  i n  t h i s  world,  bu t  
a l s o  i n  t h a t  which i s  t o  come. "'7 

"The Messianic  import of t h e  Psalm i s  n o t  of 
a  d i r e c t  k ind ,  It is ,  however, n e c e s s a r i l y  implied 
i n  t h a t  mys te r ious  r e l a t i o n  of man t o  God, and 
t h a t  k ingsh ip  over  t h e  i n f e r i o r  c r e a t u r e s  of which 
t h e  Psalm speaks,  f o r  t h i s  r e s t s  upon t h e  Incarna-  
t i o n ,  Man i s  what he  i s ,  because t h e  Son of God 
has  t aken  upon R i m  man's n a t u r e .  Man i s  very  nea r  
t o  God, h ighe r  t han  t h e  a n g e l s ,  because t h e  C h r i s t  
i s  bo th  God and Man. Th i s  i s  t h e  profound t r u t h  
on which t h e  Messianic  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  Psalm de- 
pends. Th i s  t r u t h  is  t h e  key t o  i t s  i n t e r p r e t a -  
t i o n a W 8  While t h i s  comes c l o s e  t o  t h e  Messianic  
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  i t  s t i l l  f a l l s  s h o r t  of making 
t h e  Psalm a  d i r e c t ,  l i n e a r  Messianic  Psalm, and 
i s  t h e r e f o r e  r a t h e r  Typica l .  

1 x 1 .  MESSIANIC. This  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  main ta ins  
t h a t  t h e  psalm i s  a  d i r e c t  prophecy of t h e  Messiah 
i n  which from t h e  o u t s e t  t h e  p sa lmi s t  i s  speaking,  
no t  of mankind i n  g e n e r a l ,  bu t  of t h e  One True Man 
who i n  t h e  f u l n e s s  of t h e  t i m e  assumed human n a t u r e  
and who dur ing  t h e  s t a t e  of h u m i l i a t i o n  d id  n o t  
g e n e r a l l y  make u se  of H i s  d i v i n e  p r e r o g a t i v e s  and 
powers and l a t e r  dur ing  t.he s t a t e  of e x a l t a t i o n  
exe rc i s ed  t h o s e  powers, a l s o  accord ing  t o  H i s  human 
nature.  Th i s  psalm, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  v e r s e s  
under c o n s i d e r a t i o n  (3-6 o r  4 - " I ) ,  does n o t ,  t hen ,  
speak s f  o t h e r  human be ings ,  but r a t h e r  of t h e  Son 
of Man who, i n  t h e  New Testament,  repeafiedly r e f e r -  
r e d  t a  Hiaself as such,  echoing t h a t  express ion  
fram verse 4 (51, It i s  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  which 
i s  held by t h e  p r e sen t  w r i t e r ,  and we s h a l l  a t t empt  
t o  p r e sen t  i t  and defend i t ,  Before  we t a k e  up 
the  exeges i s ,  w e  s h a l l  quote  a  few s t a t emen t s  from 
exege tes  who have held the r e c t i l i n e a r  Messianic 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  

F i r s t  we s h a l l  q u o t e  from the P r i n c e  of A13 
Exegetes ,  t h e  Great  Reformer, Mart in  Luther .  
Prom the  very  o u t s e t  he ma in t a in s  t h a t  t h i s  psalm 
i s  a  d i r e c t  prophecy of t h e  Messiah. W e  must con- 
t e n t  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  one shor t  exce rp t  from h i s  
exeellent c o m e n t a r y .  "%his psalm is  one of the 
b e a u t i f u l  psalms and a g l o r i o u s  prophecy about  
C h r i s t ,  where David describes ~ b r i s t ' s  person  and 
kingdom and t eaches  who C h r i s t  is ;  what kind of 
Icingdom We b a s  and how it  is  formed; where t h i s  
King r u l e s ,  namely, i n  a l l  l a n d s  and y e t  i n  hea- 
ven; and t h e  means by which His kingdom i s  founded 
and r e g u l a t e d ,  namely, on ly  through t h e  Word and 
f a i t h ,  wi thout  sword and a rmoreU9 

With r ega rd  t o  t h e  exp re s s ion  "Son of Man," 
George S toeckhard t ,  whose commentary c l e a r l y  
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p r e s e n t s  t h e  Messianic  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  has  t h i s  
t o  s ay :  . . . J e s u s  o f t e n  spoke of Himself i n  
t h e  t h i r d  person r e f e r r i n g  t o  Himself a s  t h e  Son 
of man, That de s igna t i on  i s  e v i d e n t l y  borrowed 
from Psalm 8, J e s u s  was very  fond of being 
c a l l e d  t h e  Son of man. It was something e x t r a o r -  
d i n a r y  t h a t  H e  dwelt  among men a s  a  man. He had 
come from above and had assumed t h e  f l e s h  and 
blood of men. He took  p l e a s u r e  i n  be ing  a man 
and l i v i n g  as a  man. "lo 

In  h i s  General  Remarks on t h i s  psalm follow- 
i n g  h i s  verse-by-verse commentary, George 0 ,  
L i l l e g a r d  s ta tes:  " In  regard  t o  t h e  interpreta- 
t i o n  of t h i s  psalm, i t  may as w e l l  be f r ank ly  
s t a t e d  t h a t  ha rd ly  any w r i t e r  of t h e  present age  
cons ide r s  i t  a d i r e c t  prophecy of C h r i s t *  But 
over  a g a i n s t  t h e  v i r t u a l  concensus of modern 
c o r n e n t a t o r s ,  we c o n f i d e n t l y  p l a c e  t h e  d i r e c t l y  
Messianic  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  given by the  N, T , ,  the 
ancient  church, and the o l d e r  Lutheran exege t e s .  "Ii 
H e  t h e n  mentions the Typica l  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  as 
he ld  by Franz DePitzsch,  and shows ~47hy he  cannot 
accep t  i t ,  and a l s o  exp re s se s  h i s  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  
the Modern I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  ( r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Human- 
i s t i c  on p ,  l s f  t h i s  s t u d y ) ,  

We s h a l l  a t  t h i s  t i n e  read  t h e  e n t i r e  psalm 
(9  v e r s e s  i n  Engl i sh ,  10  i n  ~ e b r e w ) ,  and t hen  
o f f e r  t h e  fo l lowing  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  It may be of 
i n t e r e s t  ts compare i n  v a r i o u s  r e s p e c t s  t h e  t r a n s -  
l a t i ~ n s  of vv, 3-6 ( 4 - 7 ) .  Thereupon w e  s h a l l  very  
b r i e f l y  sermmarize t h e  opening v e r s e s ,  proceed to 
a more d e t a i l e d  exeges i s  of t h e  f o u r  ass igned  
v e r s e s ,  and aga in  b r i e f l y  s u m a r i z e  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  
v e r s e s ,  t h e  l a s t  of which i s  a  r e p e t i t i o n  of 
v e r s e  l ( ~ n g l i s h )  o r  2 (Hebrew), The t r a n s l a t i o n  
w i l l  h e r e  by numbered accord ing  t o  t h e  HEBREW 
r a t h e r  t han  the  Engl i sh  system, 

For t h e  mus ica l  d i r e c t o r ,  upon t h e  
G i t t i t h ,  a psalm of David, 
YAHWEH, o u r  Lord, how magni f icen t  i s  
Your Name i n  aPP t h e  e a r t h ,  Who have 
placed Hour g lo ry  upon the heavens! 
Out of t h e  mouth of bab i e s  and suck l ings  
You have founded s t r e n g t h ,  because of 
Your a d v e r s a r i e s ,  t o  s i l ence  t h e  enemy 
and t h e  avenger.  
m e n ( e v e r )  I see Your heavens,  t h e  works 
o f  Your f i n g e r s ,  maon and s t a r s  t h a t  You 
have s e t  up, 
What i s  Man t h a t  You remember Hirn,  sr 
t h e  Son of Man t h a t  You pay a t t e n t i o n  
t o  H i m ?  
For You make H i m  l a c k  God a l i t t l e  
whi le ,  t hen  w i t h  g l o r y  and honor You 
crown H i m ,  
You make H i m  Rule r  over  t h e  works of 
Your hands,  eve ry th ing  You p l a c e  under 
H i s  f e e t ,  
Sheep and oxen, a l l  of  them, and a l s o  
t h e  b e a s t s  of Phe f i e l d ,  
The b i r d s  sf heaven and t h e  f i s h  of t h e  
s e a ,  c r o s s i n g  t h e  p a t h s  of t h e  s e a s ,  
YAWEH, our  Lord, how magni f icen t  is 
Your Name i n  a l l  t h e  e a r t h !  
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We s h a l l  now o f f e r  o n l y  a  few b r i e f  comments 
on t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  v e r s e s ,  

2 .  For t h e  - m u s i c a l  d i r e c t o r ,  upon t h e  Gittith, 
a  psalm of David,  

The f i r s t  word r e f e r s  to t h e  m u s i c a l  director 
( K J V :  ch ie f  m u s i c i a n ) ,  who was i n  cha rge  o f  t h e  
m u s i c a l  p a r t  of t h e  s e r v i c e .  The second e x p r e s s i o n  
i s  \ i a r i c u s l y  taken as either t h e  m e l ~ d y  (1,eupold: 
''After t h e  t u n e  o f  the treaders of t h e  i i i n e p r e s s , "  
p. 101) o r  as a musical i n s t r u m e n t ,  probably one 
"which o r i g i n a t e d  from Gath, a  city of t h e  F ' h i l i s -  

p'1 t ines"  ";~r;oeckha~de., 2, 26). :hi.., 3.atte-i- is .the 
y--rr ,,,f ~ r a b i r  interprerdtion. The lass exprecsior; 
c:iearly i n d i c a t e s  that t h e  psalm was composed by 
D a v  i d . 

2, YATS,I.lsEE, uu-r Lor$, , how mapn$.fi c e ~ t  i s  Pot.~r 
- ~ _ _ _ _ _ - - ~ * - - - - - - - _ - - ~ -  4" - - -  
name. i n  all t h e  e s r t h h ,  Flho have placed  __--_ ---- 
Y o u ~  glorv  upon the heavens! ---- --& ------- 

T h i s  verse begins with t h e  name of S e d ,  best 
t - r z ~ s l i t t e r a t e d  YM<\$EPi', fo l lowed  by t h e  title i Jo r4 ,  
i,~kicI-I expresses B i s  s o v e ~ e i g n e y ~  and i s  very 
a p p r u p r i a t e  for t h i s  verse. The word ' 

i i rerai2.y roeans "broad ," "wide," and h a s  t h e  
meaning oT "mightyu i n  U g a r i t i c .  It can  be Ken-- 
de red  by "n:agni f icent ," "majestic," o r  "excei3ent. " 
The ci l ief  grammatical problem i n  t h i s  v e r s e  con-- 
c e r n s  t h e  word t i ! . ?  , which i s  t a k e n  v a r i o u s  ways 
by t h e  s c h o l a r s .  'Time pe rmics  u s  on ly  t o  state 
that we fee l  it b e s t  t o  take  i% a s  a form of the 

-7 "r i n f i n i t i v e  c o n s t r u c t  of  , . -P . a f t e r  t h e  anzlogy - e 
of t h e  forrn i ' ; ?  from i n  Gen. 4 6 : 3 ,  as 
D e l i t z s c h  (p. ~ j l )  and L i l l e g a r d  (p. 28) take it. 
In "Ess excellent commentary on t h i s  psalm Luther  
emphasizes p r o c l a i m i n g  the  g lo ry  of God. That 
n a t u r a l l y  l e a d s  i n t o  t h e  n e x t  verse, 

3. Out of t h e  mouth of b a b e s ,  and s u c k l i n g s  
You have founded s t r e n g t h ,  because  of 
Your enemies,  t o  s i l e n c e  t h e  enemy and 
t h e  avenger .  

The f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  v e r s e  i s  quoted irk t h e  New 
Testamene does  n o t  d e c i s i v e l y  make i t  a  Mess ian ic  
psalm, b u t  i t  l e n d s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  
Mess ian ic  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  The v e r s e s  t h a t  f o l l o w  
c l e a r l y  mark i t  a s  M e s s i a n i c ,  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  quoted 
i n  Bebrews 2 ,  In t u r n ,  they  h e l p  make a  more co- 
g e n t  c a s e  f o r  the  Mess ian ic  n a t u r e  of t h i s  v e r s e .  
This v e r s e  i s  quored i n  M a t t ,  2 l : l 6 ,  which imme- 
d i a t e l y  f o l l o w s  upon t h e  Palm Sunday I n c i d e n t .  The 
N e w  Tescarnenc q u o t a t i o n  Follows t h e  S e p t u a g i n t  i n  
using t h e  word o l ~ v o v ,  " p r a i s e , "  f o r  t h e  Hebrew 

f , " s t r e n g t h .  " Admit tedly  " s t r e n g t h "  o r  "power" 
i s  more g e n e r a l ,  and i n c l u d e s  " p r a i s e , "  b u t  i t  i s  
a l s o  more. L u t h e r  does  n o t  l i m i t  t h i s  v e r s e  t o  
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  c h r o n o P s g i c a l  o r  p h y s i c a l  sense, 
b u t  r e f e r s  it t e  " p l a i ~ ,  s i m p l e ,  u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
p e o p l e ,  w i t h  s i m p l e  f a i t h P '  who " l e t  thcmseTves h e  
l e d  and d i r e c t e d  by God like c h i l d r s n ,  "I2 L u t h e r ,  

-r fJ*q b l j >  Stozckhal-dt  and 7,j.llega.rd t a k e  j ,I,' and . - .  
as  r e f e r r i n g  t o  S a t a n ,  t h e  Arch-enexy. The l a s t  ' ' 
word i s  a  h i t h p a ' e l  p a r t i c i p l e  and might  w e l l  be  
e r a n s l a t e d  as t h e  "one e x e r c i s i n g  himself i n  ven- 
geance,"  i n  o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  o u t  b o t h  the i n t e n s i v e  
and t h e  r e f l e x i v e  a s p e c t s  of t h e  b i t h p a L e l  p a t t e r n ,  
These brief remarks  now b r i n g  u s  t o  t h e  f o u r  v e r s e s  
t h a t  we s h a l l  g i v e  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o .  

4 ,  "When(ever) S see Your heavens ,  t h e  works 
of Your f i n g e r s ,  moon and s t a r s  t h a t  You 
have set  up," 

The v o c a b u l a r y  of t h i s  v e r s e  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  
s i m p l e ,  b u t  t h e  though t  i s  profound.  The f i r s t  
word, ' ? ,  when fo l lowed  by t h e  i m p e r f e c t  tense, 
i s  g e n e r a l l y  t r a n s l a t e d  "when," W e  have l i s t e d  
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as a  v i a b l e  o p t i o n  "whenever," because t h a t  i s  
r e a l l y  what i t  means i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t .  The second 
word i s  t h e  1 corn, s i n g ,  imper fec t  q a l  of t h e  
ve rb  nfi? . Under t h e  o l d e r  terminology t h e  form 

;I 8 ~7 
i s  c a l l e d  " f u t u r e ,  " which i s  a  misnomer, 

and- i n a i c a t e s  what a mis take  i t  i s  t o  r e s t r i c t  
t h e  concept  of t h e  Hebrew t e n s e s  t o  t ime.  The 
essence  of t h e  imper fec t  t e n s e  i n  Hebrew i s  t o  
p r e sen t  an  a c t i o n  o r  a c o n d i t i o n  in p r o g r e s s  o r  
i n  r epea t ed  i n s t a n c e s  and a s  such  i t  views i t  as 
going on o r  as i n  a  s t a t e  of development. T h i s  
i s  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  p e r f e c t  t e n s e ,  which views 
an a c t i o n  o r  c o n d i t i o n  as completed, and i n  i t s  
t o t a l i t y .  Whereas t h e  imper fec t  i s  most  f r e q u e n t l y  
t r a n s l a t e d  i n  f u t u r e  time and t h e  perfect i n  p a s t  
time i n  Engl i sh ,  such  i s  n o t  always &he case, The 
t ime nust be determined by t h e  c o n t e x t ,  Here t he  
present  time i n  Eng l i sh  i s  the  n a t u r a l  cho i ce ,  
s i n c e  w h a t  i s  s t a t e d  a p p l i e s  t o  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  and 
f u t u r e  a l i k e ,  The t h i r d  and f o u r t h  words are best 
translated "the works of Your f i n g e r s , "  Here w e  
have an. aathropsmorphfsm, L t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t ,  
i n s t e a d  of "the works s f  'dour hands" ( i n d i c a t i n g  
s t rength)  we have "the works of Your f ingers"  
( i n d i c a t i n g  sk91l).   he f i n g e r s  are t h e  instru- 
ments by which we c o n s t r u c t  a p i e c e  
pe-shaps i n d i c a t i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  
and hence so  used i n  respect t o  God, as  x t  a s  by 
h i s  s k i l l  t h a t  the heavens have been made."14 
The l a s t  f o u r  words of this v e r s e  s t a n d  i n  appo- 
s i t i o n  t o  t h e  two preced ing  words,  S ince  t h e r e  
i s  n s  article sn  e i t h e r  word, w e  have rendered  
them "moon and stars," Bowever, because t h e r e  is  
only one moon, it i s  j u s t i f i a b l e  t o  t r a n s l a t e  "the 
moon," and t hen  by i m p l i c a t i o n  a l s o  "the s t a r s , "  
s i n c e  Be made them all. Those words are f u ~ t h e r  
de sc r ibed  by t h e  s h o r t  r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e  7 q N  

g h J S i 3 ,  + " t h a t  You have set up." The last i s  
a ve rb  i n  t h e  p e r f e c t  t e n s e ,  Here t h e  p r e s e n t  

p e r f e c t  i n  t h e  Engl i sh  i s  t h e  b e s t  manner of 
t r a n s l a t i n g  i t ,  s i n c e  i t  speaks of a n  event  t h a t  
i s  completed, having been done i n  t h e  p a s t ,  bu t  
having its r e s u l t s  ev iden t  now i n  t h e  p r e s e n t .  
The form is t h e  2 masc, s i ng .  p e r f e c t  p i l e l  
( p 6 i e l )  of the verb  Ig13 , and i t  means " e s t a b l i s h , "  
"prepare , "  "set up." The p i l e 1  i s  a form co r r e s -  
ponding t o  the  p i e l  ( in tens ive ,  sometimes causa- 
t i v e )  of certain irregular verbs ,  The vowel i n  
t h e  middle s y l l a b l e  i s  leng thened ,  i n  a pause 
form, The word has arz_ a d d i t i o n a l  f i n a l  17 , as  i s  
sometimes t h e  ca se  after a long vowels T h i s  sen- 
t ence  i s  a dependent c l a u s e ,  forming t h e  p ro t a - s i s  
of the sne that fo l l ows ,  

I n  t h i s  v e r s e  God" swonderful. c r e a t i o n  i s  
referred t o ,  T t  i s  of i n t e r e s t  t h a t  t h e  moon and 
Phe s t a r s  are mentioned, b u t  not t h e  sun ,  That 
f a c t  has  led many commentators to r ega rd  this as 
a "night  psalm."15 A t  any r a t e ,  it does picture 
the sp lendor  of t he  heavens as they  appear a t  
n i g h t ,  and a r e  remin iscen t  sf Gen, P5:5, i n  which 
God t e l l s  Abram t o  look up into t h e  sky and t r y  
ta count t h e  s t a r s ,  Luther ,  who makes a few 
ques t i onab l e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  in this verse 
has many i n t e r e s t i n g  arid worthwhile  things t o  say 
on t h i s  verse, Speaking sf "Le pollwion of s i n ,  
he laments t h e  weakness of n a t u r e  now compared t o  
t h e  time b e f o r e  t h e  F a l l ,  bu t  t h a t  i n  heaven &Re 
sun and moon w i l l  g i ve  much b r i g h t e r  l i g h t  .I7 No 
doubt he  spoke f i g u r a t i v e l y ,  s ince  he w a s  s u r e l y  
aware s f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  heaven t h e r e  w i l l  be no 
need of c r e a t e d  l i g h t ,  a s  we read  i n  Rev, 22:5, 

It is  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t ,  sf t h e  com- 
menta tors  who accep t  t h e  d i r e c t  Messianic  Pnter-  
p r e t a t i o n ,  most begin w i t h  t h e  thought  t h a t  t h e  
nex t  two v e r s e s  a r e  speaking of man, bu t  then  
r e l a t e  t h a t  i t  i s  Man i n  a ve ry  s p e c i a l  s ense ,  



as a  v i a b l e  o p t i o n  "whenever," because t h a t  i s  
r e a l l y  what i t  means i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t .  The second 
word i s  t h e  1 corn, s i n g ,  imper fec t  q a l  of t h e  
ve rb  nfi? . Under t h e  o l d e r  terminology t h e  form 

;I 8 ~7 
i s  c a l l e d  " f u t u r e ,  " which i s  a  misnomer, 

and- i n a i c a t e s  what a mis take  i t  i s  t o  r e s t r i c t  
t h e  concept  of t h e  Hebrew t e n s e s  t o  t ime.  The 
essence  of t h e  imper fec t  t e n s e  i n  Hebrew i s  t o  
p r e sen t  an  a c t i o n  o r  a c o n d i t i o n  in p r o g r e s s  o r  
i n  r epea t ed  i n s t a n c e s  and a s  such  i t  views i t  as 
going on o r  as i n  a  s t a t e  of development. T h i s  
i s  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  p e r f e c t  t e n s e ,  which views 
an a c t i o n  o r  c o n d i t i o n  as completed, and i n  i t s  
t o t a l i t y .  Whereas t h e  imper fec t  i s  most  f r e q u e n t l y  
t r a n s l a t e d  i n  f u t u r e  time and t h e  perfect i n  p a s t  
time i n  Engl i sh ,  such  i s  n o t  always &he case, The 
t ime nust be determined by t h e  c o n t e x t ,  Here t he  
present  time i n  Eng l i sh  i s  the  n a t u r a l  cho i ce ,  
s i n c e  w h a t  i s  s t a t e d  a p p l i e s  t o  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  and 
f u t u r e  a l i k e ,  The t h i r d  and f o u r t h  words are best 
translated "the works of Your f i n g e r s , "  Here w e  
have an. aathropsmorphfsm, L t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t ,  
i n s t e a d  of "the works s f  'dour hands" ( i n d i c a t i n g  
s t rength)  we have "the works of Your f ingers"  
( i n d i c a t i n g  sk91l).   he f i n g e r s  are t h e  instru- 
ments by which we c o n s t r u c t  a p i e c e  
pe-shaps i n d i c a t i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  
and hence so  used i n  respect t o  God, as  x t  a s  by 
h i s  s k i l l  t h a t  the heavens have been made."14 
The l a s t  f o u r  words of this v e r s e  s t a n d  i n  appo- 
s i t i o n  t o  t h e  two preced ing  words,  S ince  t h e r e  
i s  n s  article sn  e i t h e r  word, w e  have rendered  
them "moon and stars," Bowever, because t h e r e  is  
only one moon, it i s  j u s t i f i a b l e  t o  t r a n s l a t e  "the 
moon," and t hen  by i m p l i c a t i o n  a l s o  "the s t a r s , "  
s i n c e  Be made them all. Those words are f u ~ t h e r  
de sc r ibed  by t h e  s h o r t  r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e  7 q N  

g h J S i 3 ,  + " t h a t  You have set up." The last i s  
a ve rb  i n  t h e  p e r f e c t  t e n s e ,  Here t h e  p r e s e n t  

p e r f e c t  i n  t h e  Engl i sh  i s  t h e  b e s t  manner of 
t r a n s l a t i n g  i t ,  s i n c e  i t  speaks of a n  event  t h a t  
i s  completed, having been done i n  t h e  p a s t ,  bu t  
having its r e s u l t s  ev iden t  now i n  t h e  p r e s e n t .  
The form is t h e  2 masc, s i ng .  p e r f e c t  p i l e l  
( p 6 i e l )  of the verb  Ig13 , and i t  means " e s t a b l i s h , "  
"prepare , "  "set up." The p i l e 1  i s  a form co r r e s -  
ponding t o  the  p i e l  ( in tens ive ,  sometimes causa- 
t i v e )  of certain irregular verbs ,  The vowel i n  
t h e  middle s y l l a b l e  i s  leng thened ,  i n  a pause 
form, The word has arz_ a d d i t i o n a l  f i n a l  17 , as  i s  
sometimes t h e  ca se  after a long vowels T h i s  sen- 
t ence  i s  a dependent c l a u s e ,  forming t h e  p ro t a - s i s  
of the sne that fo l l ows ,  

I n  t h i s  v e r s e  God" swonderful. c r e a t i o n  i s  
referred t o ,  T t  i s  of i n t e r e s t  t h a t  t h e  moon and 
Phe s t a r s  are mentioned, b u t  not t h e  sun ,  That 
f a c t  has  led many commentators to r ega rd  this as 
a "night  psalm."15 A t  any r a t e ,  it does picture 
the sp lendor  of t he  heavens as they  appear a t  
n i g h t ,  and a r e  remin iscen t  sf Gen, P5:5, i n  which 
God t e l l s  Abram t o  look up into t h e  sky and t r y  
ta count t h e  s t a r s ,  Luther ,  who makes a few 
ques t i onab l e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  in this verse 
has many i n t e r e s t i n g  arid worthwhile  things t o  say 
on t h i s  verse, Speaking sf "Le pollwion of s i n ,  
he laments t h e  weakness of n a t u r e  now compared t o  
t h e  time b e f o r e  t h e  F a l l ,  bu t  t h a t  i n  heaven &Re 
sun and moon w i l l  g i ve  much b r i g h t e r  l i g h t  .I7 No 
doubt he  spoke f i g u r a t i v e l y ,  s ince  he w a s  s u r e l y  
aware s f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  heaven t h e r e  w i l l  be no 
need of c r e a t e d  l i g h t ,  a s  we read  i n  Rev, 22:5, 

It is  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t ,  sf t h e  com- 
menta tors  who accep t  t h e  d i r e c t  Messianic  Pnter-  
p r e t a t i o n ,  most begin w i t h  t h e  thought  t h a t  t h e  
nex t  two v e r s e s  a r e  speaking of man, bu t  then  
r e l a t e  t h a t  i t  i s  Man i n  a ve ry  s p e c i a l  s ense ,  



t h e  Messiah, Luther ,  however, from t h e  o u t s e t  
r e l a t e s  t h e  psalm t o  t h e  Messiah. We s h a l l  now 
t u r n  t o  the  f irst  of two p a r t i c u l a r l y  c r u c i a l  
v e r s e s  i n  t h i s  psalm, and, wi th  the  he lp  of God 
t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  t r y  t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  meaning. 

5 @  "What i s  Man t h a t  You remember H i m ,  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  ~ i m ? "  

There i s  obviously an e l l i p s i s  a t  t h e  begin- 
ning of t h i s  sentence.  I n  order  t o  connect i t  
s y n t a c t i c a l l y  w i t h  t h e  preceding v e r s e ,  we would 
expect a  phrase such as "1 exclaim," "I dec la re , "  
sr a similar one, T h i s  verse, then ,  i s  an apsds- 
s i s  o r  a  conclusion t h a t  corresponds t o  the pro- 
tas is  t ha t  i s  expressed i n  ve r se  4 (Eng . 3 )  . It 
is 'che natural r e a c t i o n  of the  P s d m i s t  o r  speaker 
when he b e h d d s  the  grand galaxy sf t h e  ski-es ,  a 
s i g h t  that must have been even more impressive t o  
David and Abrahan than t o  us 2000 o r  3060 years 
la ter  when p o l l u t i o n  s f  a11 k inds  obscures our  
view of the  grand universe t h a t  they beheld s o  
c l e a r l y .  There i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  no doubt t h a t ,  
along w i t h  t h e  ~ ~ n c l u s i o n  drawn i n  t h i s  v e r s e  
theere i s  also a s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t  physical", and 
e x t e r n a l l y  from t h e  greater t o  t h e  l e s s e r o  

Before w e  t ake  i n t o  account t h e  Hebrew of 
t h i s  verse (which, i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  i s  not p a r t i e u -  
lariy difficult and ought not  t o  be e s p e c i a l l y  
c o n t r o v e r s i a l ) ,  let us make a f e w  remarks about 
t h e  va r ious  t rans la t ions ,  The Septuagint  i s  
b a s i c a l l y  i n  l i n e  with t h e  Hebrew t e x t .  W e  might 
mention that it uses  t h e  same'word, $ ~ 9 ~ w i r o g ,  for 
t w o  d i f f e r e n t  Hebrew words, W ~ J N  and , 
r evea l ing  a  l i m i t a t i o n  i n  vocab<iary on t h e  part 
of t h e  t r a n s l a t o r s ,  It i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  i n  
t r a n s l a t i n g  the  t w o  verbs  t h e  Septuagint  h e r e  

shows i t s e l f  t o  be less tied down t o  time than 
i t  usua l ly  i s  i n  i t s  t reatment  of t h e  Hebrew 
verbs ,  i n  t h a t  i t  uses the present  t ense  in s t ead  
or' the futzre, The mood in. t h e  Greek i s  indica-  
t i v e ,  The Lat in  Vulgate a l s o  uses  t h e  present  
indicative, as do  most of the o the r  translations, 
The majority of E n g l i s ! ~   rans slat dons render the 
f l rs t  verb "are  (art) m i n d f u l  o f , ' '  Other trans- 
lations, rxorle sf which d i f f e r  aateriaPLy, a r e :  
"cake thought o f , ' "  "spare a thought for," "th" ~n k 

- ! l  rl  32, keep rbn mind,  '' "rememberest , " "bother  w i t h ,  '' 
and "ccnsider ,"  The second verb,  which corres- 
ponds to t h e  f i rs t  in synonymous paralle9lsm, is 
cilazlslaked in t h e  K i ~ g  James Version "visitest," 
and z l so  in several ochers by t h a t  form or the 
r~iore modern "visit," ?o~-rever, a v a r i e t y  o f  s t h e r  
t r a ~ ~ s ~ a c i o n s ,  most o f  "kern more easily understood 
by a modern reader, can be found, i n c l u d i n g  "come 
and v i s i t ,  '' "'care (st) f o r  ," "take thought  o f , "  
"heed, '' "'inspectest, " " t l ~ i n k e s t  sf, '' "claim thy 
care," "take into account," "have r e s p e c t  to,"'  
and "pay attention K G , "  We would feel t h a t ,  i n  
the  2raaslatissn s f  t h e  ncuns f o r  "man," tbe Good 
N e w s  Bible and the Liv ing  Bib le  averstep t h e  
bounds in. r ende r ing  the second expression "mere 
m a n "  and "mere yuny man '~ - respec t ive ly ,  In i t s  
t y p i c a l  manner of expanding and con t rac t ing  the  
t e x t  i n  accordion fash ion ,  the  L i v i n g  B ib l e  des- 
t r o y s  the p o e t i c  parallelism by omi t t ing  t h e  
f i r s t  mmber and t r a n s l a t i n g  i t :  "1 cannot 
understand how you can bather wi th  mere puny man, 
t o  gay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  him," (A c ~ m ~ u t i n g  t r a i n  
i s  hard ly  t h e  i d e a l  place t o  produce a B i b l e  
t r a n s l a t i o n , )  In genera l ,  however, t h e r e  i s  
agreement among t h e  ve r s ions  i n  t h e  meaning of 
t h e  words of t h i s  ve r se ,  

Before we t u r n  t o  a  d i scuss ion  of t h e  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n  of t h i s  verse, w e  must t ake  no te  of t h e  



t h e  Messiah, Luther ,  however, from t h e  o u t s e t  
r e l a t e s  t h e  psalm t o  t h e  Messiah. We s h a l l  now 
t u r n  t o  the  f irst  of two p a r t i c u l a r l y  c r u c i a l  
v e r s e s  i n  t h i s  psalm, and, wi th  the  he lp  of God 
t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  t r y  t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  meaning. 

5 @  "What i s  Man t h a t  You remember H i m ,  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  ~ i m ? "  

There i s  obviously an e l l i p s i s  a t  t h e  begin- 
ning of t h i s  sentence.  I n  order  t o  connect i t  
s y n t a c t i c a l l y  w i t h  t h e  preceding v e r s e ,  we would 
expect a  phrase such as "1 exclaim," "I dec la re , "  
sr a similar one, T h i s  verse, then ,  i s  an apsds- 
s i s  o r  a  conclusion t h a t  corresponds t o  the pro- 
tas is  t ha t  i s  expressed i n  ve r se  4 (Eng . 3 )  . It 
is 'che natural r e a c t i o n  of the  P s d m i s t  o r  speaker 
when he b e h d d s  the  grand galaxy sf t h e  ski-es ,  a 
s i g h t  that must have been even more impressive t o  
David and Abrahan than t o  us 2000 o r  3060 years 
la ter  when p o l l u t i o n  s f  a11 k inds  obscures our  
view of the  grand universe t h a t  they beheld s o  
c l e a r l y .  There i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  no doubt t h a t ,  
along w i t h  t h e  ~ ~ n c l u s i o n  drawn i n  t h i s  v e r s e  
theere i s  also a s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t  physical", and 
e x t e r n a l l y  from t h e  greater t o  t h e  l e s s e r o  

Before w e  t ake  i n t o  account t h e  Hebrew of 
t h i s  verse (which, i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  i s  not p a r t i e u -  
lariy difficult and ought not  t o  be e s p e c i a l l y  
c o n t r o v e r s i a l ) ,  let us make a f e w  remarks about 
t h e  va r ious  t rans la t ions ,  The Septuagint  i s  
b a s i c a l l y  i n  l i n e  with t h e  Hebrew t e x t .  W e  might 
mention that it uses  t h e  same'word, $ ~ 9 ~ w i r o g ,  for 
t w o  d i f f e r e n t  Hebrew words, W ~ J N  and , 
r evea l ing  a  l i m i t a t i o n  i n  vocab<iary on t h e  part 
of t h e  t r a n s l a t o r s ,  It i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  i n  
t r a n s l a t i n g  the  t w o  verbs  t h e  Septuagint  h e r e  

shows i t s e l f  t o  be less tied down t o  time than 
i t  usua l ly  i s  i n  i t s  t reatment  of t h e  Hebrew 
verbs ,  i n  t h a t  i t  uses the present  t ense  in s t ead  
or' the futzre, The mood in. t h e  Greek i s  indica-  
t i v e ,  The Lat in  Vulgate a l s o  uses  t h e  present  
indicative, as do  most of the o the r  translations, 
The majority of E n g l i s ! ~   rans slat dons render the 
f l rs t  verb "are  (art) m i n d f u l  o f , ' '  Other trans- 
lations, rxorle sf which d i f f e r  aateriaPLy, a r e :  
"cake thought o f , ' "  "spare a thought for," "th" ~n k 

- ! l  rl  32, keep rbn mind,  '' "rememberest , " "bother  w i t h ,  '' 
and "ccnsider ,"  The second verb,  which corres- 
ponds to t h e  f i rs t  in synonymous paralle9lsm, is 
cilazlslaked in t h e  K i ~ g  James Version "visitest," 
and z l so  in several ochers by t h a t  form or the 
r~iore modern "visit," ?o~-rever, a v a r i e t y  o f  s t h e r  
t r a ~ ~ s ~ a c i o n s ,  most o f  "kern more easily understood 
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Hebrew t e x t ,  and t r y  t o  a r r i v e  at p r e c i s e l y  what 
is s t a t e d ,  A look  at t h e  n o t e s  on t h e  bottom of 
the  page i n  the  Hebrew B ib l e  w i l l  inform u s  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  very  f e w  v a r i a n t  r ead ings  on t h e s e  f o u r  
v e r s e s ,  and none of any g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  18 

No var iant  r ead ings  a r e  found f o r  t h i s  verse. 
This verse beg ins  w i th  a d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n ,  The 
f i r s t  word i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r1F , "what" ra ther  
than - p ,  "who," thereby  g iv ing  emphasis t o  
q u a l i t y  r a t h e r  than i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  It is im- 
plied, but not s t a t e d ,  i n  t h e  second s t r o p h e  of 
the  verse. There t h e  word 1.3 lends a symmqtri- 
cal balance. The f i r s t  word ?or  "man8' i s  $': 
While l i k e  the  o t h e r  word, a35, it means "mzn' 
in the  sense 0% %'mankindgi'' it has a 6-lfferent  
conno ta t i on ,  which i s  sften borne o:12 in its 
usage. The Gemnrr word " ~ e n s c h "  expresses i C  

rather well, Delirzsch remarks t h a t  "accardl"ng 
ts the  usage af t h e  language, it  describes man 
from t h e  s i d e  of h i s  impotence,  f r a i l t y ,  and 
m o r t a l i t y  ( v i s ,  cii, 15, Zsa, X i ,  12, and on 
Gen. iv. 26). " I 9  The last-mentioned passage 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  states tha t  Seth named h i s  son 
Enssh, That godly man had begun t o  see t h e  
toll t ha t  s i n  baas a l r e a d y  taking ,  and i n d i c a t e d  
such asdareness by t h e  name tha t  he gave h i s  son ,  
vho like all others  except Christ  was born in 
s i n  after the Fall . ,  The other word f o r  man is 
134% , which a l so  means "manFB in the sense of 

"m&$ind. " R e l a t e d  t o  t h e  word f o r  grpund , 
? 7 $ and the word for "red," 1.7-fl . / .  

(the s o i l  has a r e d d i s h  t i n g e ) ,  it expre&ses 
t h e  means by which God created man, Gen. 2:7. 
It emphasizes the d i s t i n c t i o n  s f  man from the 
o t h e r  c r e a t u r e s ,  and a s  such i t  served w e l l  as 
the  name f o r  t h e  f i r s t  human being. I n  t h i s  
v e r s e  the ,one spoken of i s  cal led PT$ - r.2 as 
w e l l  as 3 N . We s h a l l  hope t o  show t h a z  those 

$1  ' b .  

two exp re s s ions  are ve ry  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  One 
d i s t i n c t  i n d i v i d u a l  whom we mainta in  i s  descr ibed  
h e r e ,  but f i r s t  we must come t o  g r i p s  w i th  a few 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  The r w s  v e r b s ,  each of which 
i s  t h e  Bast word s f  a s t rophe ,  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  i n  
t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n :  2 masc, s i n g ,  imper fec t  
qa4 w i th  the  3 masc, s i n g ,  o b j e c t i v e  s u f f i x ,  

4 

Eomed w i t h  t h e  nun-energic ,  i n  which t h e  r f  of 
t h e  s u f f i x  1 i s  a s s i m i l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  .I t h a t  
f o l l o w s ,  This  can give t h e  ve rb  more emphasis 
and e f f e c t .  20 While accord ing  r o  t h e  form of 
t h e s e  ve rbs  t hey  could be e i t h e r  i n d i c a t i v e  or 
sub junc t i ve ,  we p r e f e r  to take  them as i n d i c a t i v e ,  
as  do a l s o  most  of t h e  t r a n s l a t o r s  and comenka- 
t o r s ,  As for the precise meaning of t h e  ve rbs  
i a  t h e  s imple  p a t t e r n  (qal) , t h e  f i r s t  ve rb ,  -! >r 
i s  g iven  t h e  fo l lowing  meanings i n  the lexicons:  
fkerileniber,B1 "recalL," "'call t o  mind," "conslde-s ," 
"think o f .  "2i The s r c o l ~ d  verb ,  '7/: 5 .. has the  - r 
fr?l lc .wing mealnrings :i.i;:ted; "attend t o ,  '' " v i s i t  q t '  

P'm?4~ter,14 "appclirrt," " look after,'' " take  care o2," 
'1:0n" f o r q  i t  1 ' ~ ~ m n i s ~ i ~ n 5 9 1  B i ~ a l . l  t o  account f o r , "  
e t c . 2 2  Obviously t h a t  w o r d  has a v a r i e t y  of mean- 
i a g s ,  I n  t h i s  contex t ,  however, t h e  first ve rb  i s  
h e l p f u l  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  meaning of t h e  second, 
Most s f  the  English translatfons are j u s t i f i a b l e ,  
The l a s t  verb has the  conno ta t i on  sf t u r n i n g  one ' s  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  someone, e i t h e r  t o  punish Q e e g e  
Exsd,  20~5) o r  t o  b l e s s  ( e , g ,  Ruth I:&), Hence 
the word '%visitu i n  many Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n s  has  
both meanings, S ince  such i s  t h e  c a s e ,  it i s  
b e t t e r  t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h i s  l a s t  ve rb  w i t h  an Engl i sh  
word such as "care  f o r "  o r  '"ay a t t e n t i o n  to"  o r  
" S ~ B ' C J  concern f o r .  " 

The r a t i o n a l i s t i c  o r  humanis t ic  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
of t h i s  passage  makes it apply  merely t o  humanity, 
and ma in t a in s  t h a t  i t  has no r e f e r e n c e  whatever ,  
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either directly or indirectly, to the Messiah. 
It ignores the New Testament references, including 
Heb. 2:6-8, thus implying that it is irrelevant or 
a misquotation. Such is the case not only with 
this verse, but with those that fallow, so .;;re 
shall not repeat ourselves there. Since we cannot 

ignore Heb. 2 : 6 - 8 ,  1 Cor. 15~27, or Matt. 21:16, 
un le s s  we assume those writers to have been either 
ignorant or guilty of deception, we must renounce 
the humnis6 io  in.figrpretation of &his passage, We 

might add that we ought to refrain from using t h i s  
verse as a proof text f o r  t h e  frailty and sini-ul- 
ness of man, since it rather refers to that Man 
w53 took our place and who voluntarily assumed our 
human naEure and in His s t a t e  o f  humiliation re- 
frained from using His divine powers (cf . Phi  lip. 
296-8) and who indeed was counted as the gre9test  
sinner (2 Car. 5:21) and underwent deep humiii-- 
a t i o n  (Ps. 22:l-21; Is. 52~13--53:12; the Passion 
I i i s to rp)  for us. A. L. Graebner's DOCTRINAI, 
THEOLOGY does not  list. t h i s  verse under anthro- 
pology (pp. 55,56), and Franz Pieper's only ref- 
erence ts it i n  h i s  CHRISTZPCHE DOG'EUTEK is in 
reference to the hur~iliation and exaltation of 
Christ (11, p. 310), where he cites it along w i t h  
Is, 53 and P s ,  110, There are several passages 
that we can use to give scriptural proof for man's 
law%iness and sinfulness: Gen, 3:19, 1 Car, 1 3 ~ 4 7 ,  
Eccles- 12:7, and many others, 

Of those who maintain t h e  Typical Interprets- 
t i e n  of this passage, making it refer first to 
ordinary man and then to the Messiah, there are a 
number aE varieties, We must here restrict sur- 
selves t o  t w o :  I) Nan in his primordial sinlessm 
ness and holiness, perfect man in Eden, which 
narrows it d o m  to only t w o  pesgle: Adam and Eve, 
and no doubt for only a short time. Those who 

hold this view put much emphasis on Gen. 1: 26, in 
which the language is strikingly similar to later 
verses in this psalm. We shall hope to point out, 
however, that there is one important difference 
between that verse and verse 7 of our psalm. 
2) Man in his sinful fallen state. There are 
more advocates of this view than of the former, 
Some want to select various elements from each, 
Either of these views are held by all of those 
who want to make this psalm speak either entirely 
or in part of mankind. We are therefore treating 
it here in an attempt to refute both the Human- 
istic and the Typical Interpretation. 

The first view is espoused by Leupold, a 
basically conservative Lutheran commentator who 
not infrequently manifested linguistic weaknesses 
as well as an overcautious attitude toward accept- 
ing the Messianic Interpretation of certain psalms. 
Both statements will, we are confident, be sup- 
ported by what we have to say about his interpre- 
tation of t h i s  verse, and those that follow. 
Since Leupold is here talking about man in what 
he claims to be the state of primordial innocence, 
but states it under the next verse (Beh. 6, Eng. 51, 
we must turn to his c o m e n t s  on that verse in order 
to understand what he means by "man" and "Son of 
man" in this verse. TJe find no fault with his 
tra-nslation of either of the Cwo words: "mortal 
man" rather well translates the first; "son of man" 
is almost universal for the second. However, his 
exegesis of these two verses is shoddy, even con- 
tradictory. We shall quote a paragraph from his 
exegesis of verse 6, since it pertains to 5: 

1 9  In any case, the writer views the account 
of the creation of man as asserting that man was 
placed so high on the scale of created beings 
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( f o r  he  i s  himself  t h e  very  image of God) t h a t  
man " lacks  bu t  l i t t l e  of God" -- a s  BDB r ende r s  
t h e  ph ra se ,  The r e f e r e n c e  i s  obviously t o  t h e  
p r imord i a l  man, t h e  f i r s t  Adam b e f o r e  t h e  f a l l ,  
i n  t h e  f u l l n e s s  of h i s  powers and a t t r i b u t e s ,  t h e  
very r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  majes ty  of t h e  Almighty, 
who had p a t t e r n e d  man a f t e r  Himself.  I f  someone 
might o b j e c t  t h a t  a n g e l s  s tood  much h ighe r  i n  t h e  
s c a l e  t han  man, i t  must be remembered t h a t  they  
were from t h e  o u t s e t  ' m i n i s t e r i n g  s p i r i t s P  (IIeb. 
1 ~ 1 4 )  whereas man, a s  t h e  words fo l lowing  (vv, 6-8) 
i n  our  psalm i n d i c a t e ,  was ass igned  a  p o s i t i o n  of 
r u l e  and a u t h o r i t y  over  a l l  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  wor ld ,  
Nowhere i s  man's d i g n i t y  a s s e r t e d  more c l e a r l y  
and b a l d l y  than  i n  t h i s  passage ,  But w e  again 
remind t h e  r e a d e r  t h a t  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  i s  ts man 
b e f o r e  t h e  f a l l . " 2 3  

Even if w e  were t o  i gno re  Heb. 2:6-8, w e  
cou ld  f i n d  from t h e  words f o r  man i n  t h i s  verse 
evidence t h a t  would make Leupo ldPs  con t en t i on  
c o n t r a d i c t o r y  and imposs ib le .  W e  s h a l l  g ive  two 
reasons ,  one i n  connect ion w i t h  each of t h e  two 
terms used i n  t h i s  v e r s e  f o r  "man." 

J d 

1. The exp re s s ion  i s  NOT a p p l i c a b l e  " d"' 
t o  Adam i n  h i s  s t a t e  of innocence,  To u se  t h a t  
word of Adam c r  Eve i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e  of 
s i n l e s s n e s s  would be  ou t  of keeping w i t h  t h e  
connota%ion>?f  the word, and even c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  
The word Ui17]$ has  t h e  connota t ion  of "weak- 
ness , "  "wretch&dness," "mor ta l i ty"  t h a t  ha s  come 
a s  a consequence of s i n ,  While i t  could apply  t o  
Adam and Eve AFTER t h e  f a l l ,  i t  could n o t  app ly  
t o  them i n  t h e i r  s t a t e ' o f  p r i m o r d i a l  p e r f e c t i o n ,  
On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d p ? ?  was a  very  s u i t a b l e  name 
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  man, s i n c e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  a  s h o r t  t ime  
he was t h e  on ly  human be ing ,  and could a l s o  w e l l  

j e < b o r n e  by him the rest of his l i f e ,  the name 
1 rvould be a misnomer before the f a l l .  Only 

a f t e r  man had realized the toll that sin had taken 
on mankind d i d  t h e  name ENOSH become an  a p p r o p r i a t e  
a p p e l l a t i v e  for a human being.  S i g n i f i c a n t l y  i t  
was Seth, a  godly man who had a consciousness  of 
s i n ,  who named h i s  son  ENOSH. Gene 4 ~ 2 6 ,  

. ... 
2. The exp re s s ion  !--/Ti :< - i s  equa l l y  in- 

app lacab l e  t o  Adsm, I n  f a c t ,  i t  would have been 
i ud i c rous  tc raame the FIRST Il.1,A.N "son of Adam" o r  
"so:i of man." Hc who had no earthly f a r h e r  o r  
rnotiier c o u l d  NEVER ne named t h a t .  lL ikewi se ,  a l -  
tbnugh i n  a un ique  sense Eve descended from Adam, - 
she was by no mezns r i - i  r.2 , i o r  i n  t h e  s i n g u l a r  

?- :  $ t "  - 
TIC W O Y X ~ ~ E  i~ ever znlled s e r , "  5 ~ i z  always "ba t l l , "  
She xou ld  have tc have been : ]  c -  ,;l , bu t  w i t h -  
ou t  a mother. Eovever, never i s  s h c  referred 'to 
as a daugh te r  r:.f Ad?r?), b u t  r s  ;'C'?< which veans 

r - 
"woman'bnd "wf fe, rs We ?heref inre cmcIude  t h a t  
i .2 is impossible to re la te  t h i s  varse t o  s i n l e s s  
man i n  paradise .  As we shall see in our exegesis 
of verse 7 (Eng. G ) ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  ~ 3 r d  y3 i s  
all-inclusive, whereas  Get, 1126 does not  i n c l u d e  
as much, b u t  is limited ril v i s ib l e  p h y s i c a l  
creatures, 

As f o r  a t t r i b u t i n g  t h i s  verse t o  f a l l e n ,  
s i n f u l  man, t o  any or all human beings after 
Adam and Eve, we must r e a d i l y  concede that b o t h  
exp re s s ions  f o r  Ran wsuld be app l i cab le  to f a l l e n  
man, However, the last half of t h e  next v e r s e  
and i n  particular the following verse ( 7 ;  Eng.6) 
would make t h a t  highly questionable. They a p p l y  
only  p r t i a l l y  and imperfectly, since man's 
dominion over naeure a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  d imin i shed  
cons iderab ly .  And i n  t h a t  respect,  the  quota- 
t i o n  of v. 7 i n  1 Cor. 15:27, as  we see when we 
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read that verse in context, makes such an identi- 
fication highly improbable. And, of course, 
Beb. 2:6-8 ought to clinch the matter for anyone 
who takes seriously the relationship and harmony 
between the Old and the New Testaments. To deny 
that is to deny one of the basic hermeneutical 
principles: "Scripture interprets Scripture." 

Assuming that we adhere to that principle, 
we are in reality left with only one tenable 
interpretation of this passage and of the psalm 
as a whole: that these verses refer to the 
Promised Messiah, True God from eternity, who 
in the fulness of the time was born True Man: 
Jesus Christ, who preferred to refer to Himself 
as the Son of Man, While at first it may seem 
that He does not fit the designation ENOSW, in 
reality Be does so i n  a remarkable manner, Even 
though He Nimself was perfect, holy, sinless, 
without any frailty or weakness, as True Man in 
His state of humiliation Jesus took upon Himself 
all sins, assumed weaknesses and frailties, be- 
came subject to disgrace and abuse, and suffefed 
and died for all. In that sense the word U? 7 IF! I *  

-- weak, frail, mortal, sinful man -- fits our '" 

Savior very well in His state of humiliation, 
In Dan, 7:13,14 (from the Aramaic portion of the 
book) the Messiah is called d . ,  7 2 , the 
Son of Man, the second word of which, though 
etypologieally equivalent to the Hebrew cognate 

J as a phrase corresponds to the phrase 

a73 "[$I in Hebrew, an expression that is found 
in the Hebrew portion of Daniel (eg. 8:17). The 
latter phrase is repeatedly used in the Book of 
Ezekiel, though obviously there it refers to the 
Prophet Ezekiel. And yet it points forward to 
the corresponding expression in the New Testament, 
6 u i 6 ~  ~ 0 5  &v$p6rou,  "the Son of Man," used of 

Jesus Christ 78 times. While it is used mostly 
of Jesus in H i s  state of  humiliation, it is also 
used of H i m  in His state of exaltation, e.g., in 
Matt. l9:28. There is therefore no point in 
talking about poor, frail, mortal man in the 
generic sense in these verses, but rather about 
the Messiah, who by His own free choice assumed 
our frailty, bore our sins, suffered and died for 
our salvation, 

6 ,  "For You make Him lack God a little 
P 

while, then with glory and honor You --- --------- - 
crown Him, '' - 

There is so much in this verse that it per- 
plexes one hew and where to begin, and what to 
say as well as what to omit. Again be fo re  study- 
ing the Hebrew words and conducting the exegesis, 
we ought to Look at the versions, most of which, 
as you will soon discover, d i f f e r  considerably 
from %he above. The Greek Septuagint translation, 
which was good on verses 4 and 5, is unfortunately 
rather poor on this verse. I t  i s  wrong in express- 
ing the Hebrew on one -word, rather inexact om 
another, and open to misunderstandi-ng on the t h i r d .  
We shall  take them up in connection with the Hebrew 
words after a cursory evaluation o f  some of the 
"P_anslations, EssenGia1l.y the same can kc said of 
the Latin Vulgate, which generally leans heavily 
on the Septuagint. On this verse very f e w  of the 
translations are acceptable. Many follow the 
Septuagint in rendering 7 "angels ," which 

, * - 
in this context is untenable, Particularly when 
we consider the meaning sf the  verb t h a t  i n t r a -  
duces  the verse. I n  this verse some t r a n s l a t i o n s  
import polytheism (THE JERUSALEPI BIBLE, NEW ENGLISH 
BIBLE, TODAY'S ENGLISH VERSION, NEW WORLD TRANSLA- 
TION, BASIC ENGLISH, GELTNEAU, AECNOR), o t h e r s  s a y  
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simply "d iv ine ,"  and i n  f a c t  t h e  mino r i t y  t r a n s -  
l a t e  i t  "God." Beck fo l l ows  t h e  Septuag in t  r a t h e r  
than  t h e  Hebrew B ib l e  i n  t r a n s l a t i n g  t h e  v e r b *  
Except f o r  s t y l i s t i c  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  t h i s  w r i t e r  
would b a s i c a l l y  ag ree  w i th  t h e  fo l lowing  t r a n s l a -  
t i o n s  of t h i s  v e r s e :  LUTHER'S BIBLE, STOECKHARDT, 
LIEZEGARI) and LUTHER i n  Vol, 1 2 ,  (The 1964 Revi- 
s i o n  of L u t h e r ' s  T r a n s l a t i o n ,  does NOT r e p r e s e n t  
Lu the r ' s  p o s i t i o n ,  bu t  t h e  r e v i s e r s . )  W e  would 

d i f f e r  w i th  ROBERT YOUNG'S TRANSLATION on t h e  
word "4:or9fteadH ("God" would be b e t t e r ) ,  w i t h  
DRIVER on t h e  exp re s s ion  "but l i t t l e "  ( i t  i s  
ragher  an adverb of t i m e  than  of degree)  and on 

t h e  same exp re s s ion  w i th  LEUPOLD. S toeckha rd t ' s  

v e r s i o n  ( t r a n s l a t e d  very  l i t e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  c a s e  
by H e  W. Degner) i s  c o r r e c t ,  b u t  very  awkward. 

J u s t  a  few remarks zbout t h e  t e n s e  i n  Eng l i sh  
of t h e  two ve rbs  would b e  i n  o rde r  b e f o r e  we look  
more c l o s e l y  a t  t h e  words i n  Hebrew, You w i l l _  

soon n o t i c e  t h a t  a l l  t h r e e  b a s i c  Engl i sh  t i m e -  
t e n s e s  a r e  r ep re sen t ed :  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e ,  
(Such i s  a l s o  t h e  c a s e  in many of t h e  v e r s e s  i n  
' Isaiah 53 , )  When one i s  aware of t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  
and f l u i d i t y  of t h e  Hebrew t e n s e s  time-wise, t h i s  
i s  not  s t r a n g e ,  Since t h e  one imper fec t  i n  verse 4 
and t h e  two impe r f ec t s  i n  v e r s e  5 a r e  by most 
t r a n s l a t o r s  rendered i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  t e n s e ,  t h a t  
t e n s e  i n  Engl i sh  appears  t o  be the  b e s t  cho i ce  
a l s o  f o r  this verse as w e l l  as f o r  t h e  f i r s t  verb 
i n  t h e  s even th  verse, which i s  a l s o  impe r f ec t ,  
The las t  ve rb  i n  v e r s e  7 ,  a  p e r f e c t  i n  t h e  Hebrew 
language, a l s o  appears  t o  be  b e s t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  
The on ly  ve rb  which we have t r a n s l a t e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  
t ime i s  t h e  l a s t  ve rb  i n  v e r s e  4 ,  which c l e a r l y  
speaks of an event  t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  t he  p a s t ,  
b u t  s i n c e  i t s  e f f e c t s  a r e  s t i l l  e v i d e n t ,  t h e  
p r e s e n t  p e r f e c t  i s  t h e  b e s t  t ime-s lo t  i n  Engl i sh .  

Bowever, w e  f e e %  t h a t  a l l  af  the o t h e r  verbs can 
b e s t  be expressed i n  p re sen t  t ime ,  

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  wide d ivergence  i n  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n s  t h a t  we f i n d  on t h i s  v e r s e ,  t h e  mean- 
i ng  of t h e  s i x  words i s  no t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i -  
c u l t .  Even t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  words, each of which 
i s  t r a n s l a t e d  and i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  numerous ways, 
ought no t  pose any g r e a t  problem t o  one who care -  
f u l l y  c o n s u l t s  "be Hebrew. It would be b e s t  t o  
take  t h e  words i n  the  o rde r  i n  which they  appear .  

1 ) / -1 -51 7 1 j-1 / 
. - i s  2 masc, s i n g ,  imper fec t  

piel w i t h  waw-consecutive prffix (the on ly  one 
i n  t h i s  psalm) and 3 masc. sing. object ive  s u f f i x ,  
bu t  no t  w i t h  t h e  ene rg i c  nun a s  twice  i n  v e r s e  5. 
Note t h e  r e t e n t i o n  of the daghesh f o r t e  i n  bo th  
the 3 and the  ;' i n  s p i t e  of t h e  (shrwa) under each. 
I n  the p a s t  w e  have f e l t  t h a t  the presence  of t h e  
wav;i-consecut i1i.e w o t ~ g d  make an Zngiish p a s t  t e n s e  
p r e f e r a b l e  (and i t  no doubt i s  preferable t o  t h e  
f u t u r e ) ,  bu t  w e   ow fee l  t h a t  i t  i s  j u s t i f i a b l e  
t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  -~erb i n  the present even with t h e  
waw-consecutive, since i t  dces n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n -  
d i c a t e  a temporal relaticnship b u t  rather a casual 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  rhe  preceding.  J .  Wash Watts c i t e s  
as examples of such a r e l a t i o n s h i p  2 Sam. 1415, 
Exod. 2:10 and Is. 53:L,2.24 This verb, 76./7, - 
i s  found 2 3  t imes i n  t h e  Old Testament,  accord ing  
t o  a  ~ o n c o r d a n e e : ~ ~  1 9  t i n i e s  i n  t h e  s imple  qal, 
2 t imes  i n  t h e  Piel (bo th  causative), and 2 t i m e s  
i n  t h e  h i p h i l  (also c a u s a t i v e ) .  I n  the q a l ,  t h e  
ve rb  means " lack,"  "be i n  want o f , "  as i n  P s .  23 : l .  
It may a l s o  mean "diminish,"  "decrease , "  as i n  
Gen. 8 : 3 , 5 .  Both meanings are l i s t e d  i n  t w o  stan-  
d a r d  l e x i c o n s  t h a t  we g e n e r a l l y  use.26 However, 
i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of i n s t a n c e s  t h e  ineaning is  "lack,"  
"be i n  want of," "be wi thout . "  I n  the p i e l  it 



simply "d iv ine ,"  and i n  f a c t  t h e  mino r i t y  t r a n s -  
l a t e  i t  "God." Beck fo l l ows  t h e  Septuag in t  r a t h e r  
than  t h e  Hebrew B ib l e  i n  t r a n s l a t i n g  t h e  v e r b *  
Except f o r  s t y l i s t i c  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  t h i s  w r i t e r  
would b a s i c a l l y  ag ree  w i th  t h e  fo l lowing  t r a n s l a -  
t i o n s  of t h i s  v e r s e :  LUTHER'S BIBLE, STOECKHARDT, 
LIEZEGARI) and LUTHER i n  Vol, 1 2 ,  (The 1964 Revi- 
s i o n  of L u t h e r ' s  T r a n s l a t i o n ,  does NOT r e p r e s e n t  
Lu the r ' s  p o s i t i o n ,  bu t  t h e  r e v i s e r s . )  W e  would 

d i f f e r  w i th  ROBERT YOUNG'S TRANSLATION on t h e  
word "4:or9fteadH ("God" would be b e t t e r ) ,  w i t h  
DRIVER on t h e  exp re s s ion  "but l i t t l e "  ( i t  i s  
ragher  an adverb of t i m e  than  of degree)  and on 

t h e  same exp re s s ion  w i th  LEUPOLD. S toeckha rd t ' s  

v e r s i o n  ( t r a n s l a t e d  very  l i t e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  c a s e  
by H e  W. Degner) i s  c o r r e c t ,  b u t  very  awkward. 

J u s t  a  few remarks zbout t h e  t e n s e  i n  Eng l i sh  
of t h e  two ve rbs  would b e  i n  o rde r  b e f o r e  we look  
more c l o s e l y  a t  t h e  words i n  Hebrew, You w i l l _  

soon n o t i c e  t h a t  a l l  t h r e e  b a s i c  Engl i sh  t i m e -  
t e n s e s  a r e  r ep re sen t ed :  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e ,  
(Such i s  a l s o  t h e  c a s e  in many of t h e  v e r s e s  i n  
' Isaiah 53 , )  When one i s  aware of t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  
and f l u i d i t y  of t h e  Hebrew t e n s e s  time-wise, t h i s  
i s  not  s t r a n g e ,  Since t h e  one imper fec t  i n  verse 4 
and t h e  two impe r f ec t s  i n  v e r s e  5 a r e  by most 
t r a n s l a t o r s  rendered i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  t e n s e ,  t h a t  
t e n s e  i n  Engl i sh  appears  t o  be the  b e s t  cho i ce  
a l s o  f o r  this verse as w e l l  as f o r  t h e  f i r s t  verb 
i n  t h e  s even th  verse, which i s  a l s o  impe r f ec t ,  
The las t  ve rb  i n  v e r s e  7 ,  a  p e r f e c t  i n  t h e  Hebrew 
language, a l s o  appears  t o  be  b e s t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  
The on ly  ve rb  which we have t r a n s l a t e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  
t ime i s  t h e  l a s t  ve rb  i n  v e r s e  4 ,  which c l e a r l y  
speaks of an event  t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  t he  p a s t ,  
b u t  s i n c e  i t s  e f f e c t s  a r e  s t i l l  e v i d e n t ,  t h e  
p r e s e n t  p e r f e c t  i s  t h e  b e s t  t ime-s lo t  i n  Engl i sh .  

Bowever, w e  f e e %  t h a t  a l l  af  the o t h e r  verbs can 
b e s t  be expressed i n  p re sen t  t ime ,  

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  wide d ivergence  i n  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n s  t h a t  we f i n d  on t h i s  v e r s e ,  t h e  mean- 
i ng  of t h e  s i x  words i s  no t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i -  
c u l t .  Even t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  words, each of which 
i s  t r a n s l a t e d  and i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  numerous ways, 
ought no t  pose any g r e a t  problem t o  one who care -  
f u l l y  c o n s u l t s  "be Hebrew. It would be b e s t  t o  
take  t h e  words i n  the  o rde r  i n  which they  appear .  

1 ) / -1 -51 7 1 j-1 / 
. - i s  2 masc, s i n g ,  imper fec t  

piel w i t h  waw-consecutive prffix (the on ly  one 
i n  t h i s  psalm) and 3 masc. sing. object ive  s u f f i x ,  
bu t  no t  w i t h  t h e  ene rg i c  nun a s  twice  i n  v e r s e  5. 
Note t h e  r e t e n t i o n  of the daghesh f o r t e  i n  bo th  
the 3 and the  ;' i n  s p i t e  of t h e  (shrwa) under each. 
I n  the p a s t  w e  have f e l t  t h a t  the presence  of t h e  
wav;i-consecut i1i.e w o t ~ g d  make an Zngiish p a s t  t e n s e  
p r e f e r a b l e  (and i t  no doubt i s  preferable t o  t h e  
f u t u r e ) ,  bu t  w e   ow fee l  t h a t  i t  i s  j u s t i f i a b l e  
t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  -~erb i n  the present even with t h e  
waw-consecutive, since i t  dces n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n -  
d i c a t e  a temporal relaticnship b u t  rather a casual 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  rhe  preceding.  J .  Wash Watts c i t e s  
as examples of such a r e l a t i o n s h i p  2 Sam. 1415, 
Exod. 2:10 and Is. 53:L,2.24 This verb, 76./7, - 
i s  found 2 3  t imes i n  t h e  Old Testament,  accord ing  
t o  a  ~ o n c o r d a n e e : ~ ~  1 9  t i n i e s  i n  t h e  s imple  qal, 
2 t imes  i n  t h e  Piel (bo th  causative), and 2 t i m e s  
i n  t h e  h i p h i l  (also c a u s a t i v e ) .  I n  the q a l ,  t h e  
ve rb  means " lack,"  "be i n  want o f , "  as i n  P s .  23 : l .  
It may a l s o  mean "diminish,"  "decrease , "  as i n  
Gen. 8 : 3 , 5 .  Both meanings are l i s t e d  i n  t w o  stan-  
d a r d  l e x i c o n s  t h a t  we g e n e r a l l y  use.26 However, 
i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of i n s t a n c e s  t h e  ineaning is  "lack,"  
"be i n  want of," "be wi thout . "  I n  the p i e l  it 



means "cause to lack" and not "cause to be less." 
Brown-Driver-Briggs on p. 341 translates the first 
half of this verse: "and thou didst make him lack 
little of God," which may be ambiguous and which 
suggests degree rather than time, but it does ex- 
press the meaning of the verb. Koehler-Baumgartner 

defines it as "cause to lack in comparison with" on 
p. 320. That also is only partly acceptable. The 
Greek (Septuagint) renders it ~ ~ ~ & T T W O C ~ S ,  which is 
rather weak and inexact, since it means "make less," 
"make smaller," "lessen," "diminish," "lower," or 
'%ee&act from, 8'27 We are convinced that it i s  not 
the matter of comprison or degree, but rather that 
of Lacking, being without, i n  the verb* 

The next word, 1' 2 is also variously under- 
stood and rendered. ~ o m ' e  say "a little," others 
' ' b~lf :  little" or simply "little/' By way of contrast 
"a. LitzleB' means something in comparison with noth- 
ing, whereas "little" or "but little" means little 
in comparison with much. However, in one respect 
they express essentially the same thing: the con- 
cept of degree .  Now admittedly the word V212 in 
its primary meaning expresses degree, as a sfudy 
of the passages listed in the lexicons will Fndi-  
ca te .  Bswever, there are a few instances in whfch 
the word expresses time28e.g. Is, l0:25, Is. 29:17, 
Bag. 2:6 and Job 2 4 ~ 2 4 .  Also the expression 
0 2 0 3  in Ps, 12~12 is by most expositors taken as 
temporal. The Greek translation of the word in this 
verse is f3paXd T L ,  which might be construed as either 
time or degree, preferably time. It literally means 
"something little" o r  "something short." Greek lexi- 
cons list the word under space, time, quantity, and 
quality. 29 Luther, Stoeckhardt , L i l l e g a r d  , and Beck 
take the word temposally, 

The third word is in itself clear :  z.T2*bg'  B , i r  . 
While it may at times be used of angels or othee 

heavenly beings, there is no evidence whatever 
from the context that would substantiate or sup- 
port such an interpretation or such a translation 
as in the Septuagint, which is echoed in many of 
the translations. Also unsatisfactory is the 
abstract term "Godhead," as in Young's transla- 
tion (13). "A god" or "gods" is also unwarranted, 
for it is ruled out by the fact that the Bible 
clearly disavows the existence of such gods. 
Polytheism or even henotheism is foreign to the 
Old Testament. The expression "gods" is used 
only in condemning such figments of the imagina- 
tion, as in the First Gsmmandment and in other 
passages, for example in Isaiah. The only war- 

- - t  { ' / -  ranted translaticx of ii in this passage 
is God. And so we translate it'i "For you make 
Him lack God a lit:le while." Although his trans- 
lation of these words is cumbersome, Stoeckhardt 
has some very perceptive insights and instructive 
words about it. Xe says:  he thought expressed 
here is this: 'Thou hast caused him to want a 
little while away f r o m  God.' When we say, a man 
is wanting bread, he is in want from lack  of hav- 
ing bread, not in want because of a lack of bread. 
The Psalmist is here saying that man lacks a little 
in the matter of having or possessing God, not 
lacking in being God. In Eccl. 4 : 8  a similar ex- 
pression is used. "or whom do f labor and bereave 
ny soul of good?' Literaily, ' ... and caused my 
soul to be in want or be away from good.' When 
man i s  said to be 'in want of God,' it means God 
has withdrawn from him, has withdrawn His hand from 
him, does no longer care for or protect him. "30 

This first half of the verse expresses the 
humiliation of Jesus, but more specifically a cer- 
tain "little while" during His deepest humiliation. 
In reality it does not r e f e r  to the greater period 
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i n  H i s  deepes t  deg rada t i on  and s u f f e r i n g ,  when i n  
a very  s p e c i a l  s ense  He was "without God," f o r -  
saken by H i s  heavenly Fa the r ,  a s  was g r a p h i c a l l y  
p r e d i c t e d  by David i n  Psalm 2 2 ,  t h e  opening words 
of which H e  spoke 1000 y e a r s  l a t e r  from t h e  c r o s s :  
"m GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?" 
During t h o s e  moments He s u f f e r e d  t h e  worst  punish- 
ment anyone could ever  s u f f e r :  t h e  very  exper ience  
of HELL, t h e  wors t  of which i s  a  s e p a r a t i o n  from 
God, a be ing  FORSAKEN BY GOD, Tha t ,  we a r e  con- 
v inced ,  i s  what t h e s e  words express .  I n  h i s  in -  
i m i t a b l e  manner Luther  s t a t e s  t h a t  i n  h i s  comments 
on t h i s  v e r s e ,  of which Qe h e r e  s e l e c t  a  few sen- 
t ences :   avid is t a l k i n g  h e r e  about  t h i s  subl ime,  
s p i r i t u a l  s u f f e r i n g ,  when C h r i s t  fought  w i th  dea th  
and felt noth ing  i n  H i s  h e a r t  bu t  t h a t  He was f o r -  
saken of God, And i n  f a c t  He was fo r saken  by God, 
This  does n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  d e i t y  was s epa ra t ed  
from t h e  humanity -- f o r  i n  t h i s  person who i s  
C h r i s t ,  t h e  Son of God and of Mary, d e i t y  and hu- 
manity a r e  s o  u n i t e d  t h a t  they  can never  be  sepa- 
r a t e d  o r  d iv ided  -- but  t h a t  t h e  d e i t y  withdrew and 
h i d  so t h a t  i t  seemed, and anyone who saw i t  might 
say ,  'Th is  i s  n o t  God, bu t  a  mere man, and a 
t roub l ed  and d e s p e r a t e  man a t  t h a t . '  The humanity 
was l e f t  a lone ,  t h e  d e v i l  had f r e e  acces s  t o  C h r i s t ,  
and t h e  d e i t y  withdrew i t s  power and l e t  t h e  hurnan- 
i t y  f i g h t  a l o n e e W 3 l  

A s  you w i l l  n o t i c e  from your s h e e t  of t r a n s -  
l a t i o n s  on which a l s o  t h e  q u o t a t i o n  i n  Hebrews 
2:Q-8 i s  l i s t e d ,  t h e  a u t h o r  s f  t h e  E p i s t l e  to the 
Hebrews p r e c i s e l y  quotes  t h e  Septuag in t  on t h e s e  
v e r s e s ,  W e  mention it h e r e  because i t  i s  i n  the  
f i r s t  h a l f  of t h i s  v e r s e  t h a t  t h e  Septuag in t  sub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  d i f f e r s  from t h e  Hebrew t e x t ,  Tha t ,  
of course ,  r a i s e s  a q u e s t i o n  o r  two t h a t  can be  
puzz l i ng  and even d i s t u r b i n g  t o  a  s t u d e n t  of t h e  

Bib le :  Is t h e  E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  Hebrews a  l e g i t i m a t e  
p a r t  s f  Sacred S c r i p t u r e ?  O r ,  i s  the  Bib le  i n e r r a n t  
and i n f a l l i b l e ?  F i r s t ,  wh i l e  we admit t h a t  t h e  
E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  Hebrews i s  g e n e r a l l y  l i s t e d  among 
t h e  anti legomena r a t h e r  t han  t h e  homologoumena, we 
would ha s t en  t o  add t h a t ,  i n  r ega rd  t o  t h e i r  i n -  
e r rancy  and i n s p i r e d  n a t u r e ,  we wholehear tedly 
accept  bo th ,  We do no t  main ta in  a d i s t i n c t i o n  
i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  Fur thennore,  we do main ta in  w i th  
convinc t ion  that the  B i b l e  is i n e r r a n t  and t h a t  
there  are no contradictions i n  it. In s o  s ay ing ,  
w e  do n o t  deny that no t  every q u o t a t i o n  from t h e  
Old Testament i n  the  New Teszarnent i s  verba t im,  
There are many ins t ances  i n  which quo ta t i ons  a r e  
approximate, but  s t i l l  express t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  the 
Lord prom2ted t h e  New Testament miter  t o  Lnscrip- 
t u x - +  a L e ,  The same Holy Ghost who i n s p i r e d  t h e  Old 

Testament a l s o  i n s p i r e d  the New TesLament, That 
i s  a general fact which can be v e r i f i e d  by a  com- 
p a r i s o n  of such quotations as Rome 10:18 w i t h  
Ps ,  1 9 : 4  and Matt ,  %:6 w i t h  Nicah 5 ~ 2 ,  I n  addi-  
t i o n  t o  t h a t  apparent problem,  however, t h e r e  i s  
the s p e c i f i c  one i n  t h i s  t ex t  (Web, 2:6) i n  com- 
parison w i t h  the verse s f  our  psa lm ( 6 ) ,  How can 
we j u s t i f y  t h e  translation "angells'? when t h e  
Hebrew clearly has "GodP'? Firsray we would do well 
t o  bear i n  mind ellat t h e  Septuag in t  was a  cu r ren t ,  
no doubt t h e  eurrenf version of t h e  day, s imi la r  
t o  the  s ta tus  t h a t  the King dames Version holds  
today (and has he ld  f o r  cen tu r i e s  i n  the  Engl ish-  
speaking wor ld) ,  The people  t o  whom t h e  Epistle 
t o  t h e  Hebrews was s p e c i f i c a l l y  addressed no doubt  
were f a m i l i a r  w i th  i t ,  A l s o ,  we must remember t h e  
main theme of t h e  E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  Hebrews: THE 
SUPERIORITY OF JESUS OVER ALL OTHERS P$MD EVERYTHING 
ELSE. I n  t h e  e a r l y  chapters  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  s f  H i s  
Person i s  g iven  the  ch i e f  emphasis. I n  chap t e r  1 
We is  s p e c i f i c a l l y  dec l a r ed  t o  be f a r  s u p e r i o r  t o  



i n  H i s  deepes t  deg rada t i on  and s u f f e r i n g ,  when i n  
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and felt noth ing  i n  H i s  h e a r t  bu t  t h a t  He was f o r -  
saken of God, And i n  f a c t  He was fo r saken  by God, 
This  does n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  d e i t y  was s epa ra t ed  
from t h e  humanity -- f o r  i n  t h i s  person who i s  
C h r i s t ,  t h e  Son of God and of Mary, d e i t y  and hu- 
manity a r e  s o  u n i t e d  t h a t  they  can never  be  sepa- 
r a t e d  o r  d iv ided  -- but  t h a t  t h e  d e i t y  withdrew and 
h i d  so t h a t  i t  seemed, and anyone who saw i t  might 
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t roub l ed  and d e s p e r a t e  man a t  t h a t . '  The humanity 
was l e f t  a lone ,  t h e  d e v i l  had f r e e  acces s  t o  C h r i s t ,  
and t h e  d e i t y  withdrew i t s  power and l e t  t h e  hurnan- 
i t y  f i g h t  a l o n e e W 3 l  

A s  you w i l l  n o t i c e  from your s h e e t  of t r a n s -  
l a t i o n s  on which a l s o  t h e  q u o t a t i o n  i n  Hebrews 
2:Q-8 i s  l i s t e d ,  t h e  a u t h o r  s f  t h e  E p i s t l e  to the 
Hebrews p r e c i s e l y  quotes  t h e  Septuag in t  on t h e s e  
v e r s e s ,  W e  mention it h e r e  because i t  i s  i n  the  
f i r s t  h a l f  of t h i s  v e r s e  t h a t  t h e  Septuag in t  sub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  d i f f e r s  from t h e  Hebrew t e x t ,  Tha t ,  
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Bib le :  Is t h e  E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  Hebrews a  l e g i t i m a t e  
p a r t  s f  Sacred S c r i p t u r e ?  O r ,  i s  the  Bib le  i n e r r a n t  
and i n f a l l i b l e ?  F i r s t ,  wh i l e  we admit t h a t  t h e  
E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  Hebrews i s  g e n e r a l l y  l i s t e d  among 
t h e  anti legomena r a t h e r  t han  t h e  homologoumena, we 
would ha s t en  t o  add t h a t ,  i n  r ega rd  t o  t h e i r  i n -  
e r rancy  and i n s p i r e d  n a t u r e ,  we wholehear tedly 
accept  bo th ,  We do no t  main ta in  a d i s t i n c t i o n  
i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  Fur thennore,  we do main ta in  w i th  
convinc t ion  that the  B i b l e  is i n e r r a n t  and t h a t  
there  are no contradictions i n  it. In s o  s ay ing ,  
w e  do n o t  deny that no t  every q u o t a t i o n  from t h e  
Old Testament i n  the  New Teszarnent i s  verba t im,  
There are many ins t ances  i n  which quo ta t i ons  a r e  
approximate, but  s t i l l  express t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  the 
Lord prom2ted t h e  New Testament miter  t o  Lnscrip- 
t u x - +  a L e ,  The same Holy Ghost who i n s p i r e d  t h e  Old 

Testament a l s o  i n s p i r e d  the New TesLament, That 
i s  a general fact which can be v e r i f i e d  by a  com- 
p a r i s o n  of such quotations as Rome 10:18 w i t h  
Ps ,  1 9 : 4  and Matt ,  %:6 w i t h  Nicah 5 ~ 2 ,  I n  addi-  
t i o n  t o  t h a t  apparent problem,  however, t h e r e  i s  
the s p e c i f i c  one i n  t h i s  t ex t  (Web, 2:6) i n  com- 
parison w i t h  the verse s f  our  psa lm ( 6 ) ,  How can 
we j u s t i f y  t h e  translation "angells'? when t h e  
Hebrew clearly has "GodP'? Firsray we would do well 
t o  bear i n  mind ellat t h e  Septuag in t  was a  cu r ren t ,  
no doubt t h e  eurrenf version of t h e  day, s imi la r  
t o  the  s ta tus  t h a t  the King dames Version holds  
today (and has he ld  f o r  cen tu r i e s  i n  the  Engl ish-  
speaking wor ld) ,  The people  t o  whom t h e  Epistle 
t o  t h e  Hebrews was s p e c i f i c a l l y  addressed no doubt  
were f a m i l i a r  w i th  i t ,  A l s o ,  we must remember t h e  
main theme of t h e  E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  Hebrews: THE 
SUPERIORITY OF JESUS OVER ALL OTHERS P$MD EVERYTHING 
ELSE. I n  t h e  e a r l y  chapters  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  s f  H i s  
Person i s  g iven  the  ch i e f  emphasis. I n  chap t e r  1 
We is  s p e c i f i c a l l y  dec l a r ed  t o  be f a r  s u p e r i o r  t o  



t h e  ange l s .  Continuing t h a t  theme i n  chap t e r  2 ,  
our  psalm is  quoted,  and i s  followed by an i n -  
s p i r e d  exeges i s ,  which i s  set f o r t h  i n  Heb. 2:8b-10, 
i n  which aga in  t h e  ange l s  a r e  mentioned. It the re -  
f o r e  se rved  t h e  s p e c i f i c  purpose of t h e  unknsm 
au thor  t o  emphasize t h a t  dur ing  H i s  hunzi l ia t ion 
J e s u s  was even made lower thaw t h e  a n g e l s ,  conse- 
quen t ly  adopt ing  n o t  on ly  t h e  Greek word & y y l h o u s  
bu t  a lso the verb f i h d ~ ~ c u o ~  which l e n d s  i t s e l f  
b e t t e r  t o  t h e  meaning "made lower thaza'9thsrn t h e  
meaning llwas w i thou t , "  However, w i t h  S t ~ e c k h a r d l ; ~  
L i l l e g a r d ,  and Luther w e  main ta in  t h a t  the  expres- 
s i o n  i n  Hebrew i s  a s  we have t r a n s l a t e d  it. This  
adapt i - i~e  t ype  s f  quotation i s  n e i t h e r  uncsmon 1101- 

o b j e c t i o n a b l e  when properly unders tood i n  accord-  
ance w i t h  the purposes of the  s ac r ed  wr i te rs ,  

The l a s t  h a l f  of t h i s  verse also consiszs aE 
three words ,  W e  need not  devote  much t i m e  o r  space 
t o  those  words, since they are c l e a r  i n  meaning and 
tbexe is  general agreement i n  the i r  translation, 
The word o rde r  in t h i s  verse forms a chiasmus: 
rv i ~ n e  verb comes f i r s t  in the first half, and last 
in Che lasat, Be twee r r  them a r e  t h e  ot l ler  parts s f  
speech. -2 1-7 ? w i t h  t h e  e tymologica l  meaning of 
" h e a ~ ~ i n e s s ~ ~ n  ecmtrast t o  w h a t  i s  l i g h t ,  fickle 
and t r i E S i n g ,  is  given v a r i o u s  meanings i n  t h e  
l ex icons ,  incl_.e.,ding "abundarace, '' "hornan-," "g lory  ," 
"splendor ,  " "d ign i ty  ," " r epu t a t i on .  9 '32  Genera l ly  
t h e  b e s t  aeacing is  "g lory ,"  and t h a t i s  how most 
of the  t r a n s l a t i o n s  have f o r  the  word i n  t h i s  
v e r s e .  77: i s  g iven  t h e  meanings "ornament," 
"splendor  ," "honor ," "majesty ," "d ign i ty  ."33 
While any of t h e  last f o u r  would be a p p r o p r i a t e ,  
we have fo%Iswed mast s f  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  by 
u s ing  "honor," p a r t l y  s i n c e  it connotes  a deeper  
and less p h y s i c a l l y  o r i en ted  q u a l i t y ,  The final 
word i n  t h i s  v e r s e  i s  the ve rb  J$ W d  9 , 
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which is i d e n t i c a l  i n  form w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  verb  
except  i t  l a c k s  t h e  waw-consecutive. It i s  2 masc. 
siag, imper fec t  p i e l  w i t 3  t h e  3 masc. s i n g ,  objec- 
t i v e  s u f f i x ,  While t h i s  p i e l ,  l i k e  t h e  f i r s t ,  may 
be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a c a u s a t i v e  p i e l ,  i t  would be 
b e t t e r  t o  regard  i t  a s  a  denominative g i e l ;  a  ve rb  
formed from t h e  noun r o o t ,  j u s t  a s  i n  Engl i sh  we 
may say  "dust"  t h e  f u r n i t u r e ,  " s tack i '  t h e  deck, 
e t c .  Regard less ,  however, i t  i s  c l e a r  what i t  
means: "You crown H i m , "  Again David i s  address-  
i n g  God t h e  F a t h e r ,  H e  s ays  "You crown H i m  w i th  
g lo ry  and honor," o r ,  a s  t h e  word o r d e r  s u g g e s t s ,  
"With g l o r y  and honor You crown H i m . "  The Hebrew 
words 'e; 1.2 7 and 37 i7 are to be cons t rued  a s  
a c c u s a t i v e s ,  According t o  Cesenius ,  who t a k e s  
t h e  p i e 1  a s  a c a u s a t i v e  p i e l  (which i t  could w e l l  
be, o r  a  denominative p i e l ,  bo th  of which would 
exp re s s  t h e  same ldea h e r e ) ,  t h e  ve rb  a t  t h e  end 
of % h i s  v e r s e  takes  two a c c u s a t i v e s :  one of t h e  
person ,  expressed by t h e  s u f f i x  of the  ve rb ,  and 
t h e  o t h e r  of t h e  Thing, expressed  by t h e  words 
GLORY AND HONOR, 3q This  k ind  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  
may a l s o  he  c a l l e d  an a d v e r b i a l  a c c u s a t i v e ,  which 
i n  an unidiomatic  s o r t  of Eng l i sh  might be ex- 
p r e s sed :  "You crown H i m  g l o r i c a l l y  and honori-  
c a l l y . "  The meaning i s  t h e  same e s s e n t i a l l y .  

Lu the r ,  who prefers t h e  word "adornment" as 
a  t r a n s l a t i o n  of -)? ;! , s t a t e s  r ega rd ing  t h i s  
word: "The o t h e r  deco ra t i on  isc)7;7, which r e a l l y  
means the adornment t h a t  comes from p rec ious  and 
g l o r i o u s  c l o t h e s .  But h e r e  lie i s  t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  r o y a l  adornment by which C h r i s t ,  crowned a s  
King, w i l l  be  g l o r i o u s  i n  t h i s  world and i n  t h e  
world t o  come* Kings a r e  u s u a l l y  adorned when 
they  a r e  t o  p u t  on a s p e c t a b l e .  Thus C h r i s t  t h e  
King, s ays  David, w i l l  be  adorned,  n o t  merely f o r  
Himself i n  H i s  n a t u r a l  body, bu t  a l s o  f o r  us  i n  



t h e  ange l s .  Continuing t h a t  theme i n  chap t e r  2 ,  
our  psalm is  quoted,  and i s  followed by an i n -  
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L i l l e g a r d ,  and Luther w e  main ta in  t h a t  the  expres- 
s i o n  i n  Hebrew i s  a s  we have t r a n s l a t e d  it. This  
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ance w i t h  the purposes of the  s ac r ed  wr i te rs ,  

The l a s t  h a l f  of t h i s  verse also consiszs aE 
three words ,  W e  need not  devote  much t i m e  o r  space 
t o  those  words, since they are c l e a r  i n  meaning and 
tbexe is  general agreement i n  the i r  translation, 
The word o rde r  in t h i s  verse forms a chiasmus: 
rv i ~ n e  verb comes f i r s t  in the first half, and last 
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of the  t r a n s l a t i o n s  have f o r  the  word i n  t h i s  
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which is i d e n t i c a l  i n  form w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  verb  
except  i t  l a c k s  t h e  waw-consecutive. It i s  2 masc. 
siag, imper fec t  p i e l  w i t 3  t h e  3 masc. s i n g ,  objec- 
t i v e  s u f f i x ,  While t h i s  p i e l ,  l i k e  t h e  f i r s t ,  may 
be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a c a u s a t i v e  p i e l ,  i t  would be 
b e t t e r  t o  regard  i t  a s  a  denominative g i e l ;  a  ve rb  
formed from t h e  noun r o o t ,  j u s t  a s  i n  Engl i sh  we 
may say  "dust"  t h e  f u r n i t u r e ,  " s tack i '  t h e  deck, 
e t c .  Regard less ,  however, i t  i s  c l e a r  what i t  
means: "You crown H i m , "  Again David i s  address-  
i n g  God t h e  F a t h e r ,  H e  s ays  "You crown H i m  w i th  
g lo ry  and honor," o r ,  a s  t h e  word o r d e r  s u g g e s t s ,  
"With g l o r y  and honor You crown H i m . "  The Hebrew 
words 'e; 1.2 7 and 37 i7 are to be cons t rued  a s  
a c c u s a t i v e s ,  According t o  Cesenius ,  who t a k e s  
t h e  p i e 1  a s  a c a u s a t i v e  p i e l  (which i t  could w e l l  
be, o r  a  denominative p i e l ,  bo th  of which would 
exp re s s  t h e  same ldea h e r e ) ,  t h e  ve rb  a t  t h e  end 
of % h i s  v e r s e  takes  two a c c u s a t i v e s :  one of t h e  
person ,  expressed by t h e  s u f f i x  of the  ve rb ,  and 
t h e  o t h e r  of t h e  Thing, expressed  by t h e  words 
GLORY AND HONOR, 3q This  k ind  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  
may a l s o  he  c a l l e d  an a d v e r b i a l  a c c u s a t i v e ,  which 
i n  an unidiomatic  s o r t  of Eng l i sh  might be ex- 
p r e s sed :  "You crown H i m  g l o r i c a l l y  and honori-  
c a l l y . "  The meaning i s  t h e  same e s s e n t i a l l y .  

Lu the r ,  who prefers t h e  word "adornment" as 
a  t r a n s l a t i o n  of -)? ;! , s t a t e s  r ega rd ing  t h i s  
word: "The o t h e r  deco ra t i on  isc)7;7, which r e a l l y  
means the adornment t h a t  comes from p rec ious  and 
g l o r i o u s  c l o t h e s .  But h e r e  lie i s  t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  r o y a l  adornment by which C h r i s t ,  crowned a s  
King, w i l l  be  g l o r i o u s  i n  t h i s  world and i n  t h e  
world t o  come* Kings a r e  u s u a l l y  adorned when 
they  a r e  t o  p u t  on a s p e c t a b l e .  Thus C h r i s t  t h e  
King, s ays  David, w i l l  be  adorned,  n o t  merely f o r  
Himself i n  H i s  n a t u r a l  body, bu t  a l s o  f o r  us  i n  



H i s  s p i r i t u a l  body, which i s  H i s  congrega t ion .  
For He g a t h e r s  H i s  church through t h e  preaching 
of t h e  Gospel, and He adorns  and d e c o r a t e s  i t  w i t h  
H i s  Holy S p i r i t .  This  adornment i s  s e t  i n  con- 
t r a s t  t o  H i s  ug ly  form, of which we spoke e a r l i e r  
on t h e  b a s i s  of ,Isaiah 53. A s  though h e  were t o  
say:  'The Man, &''JJN , and t h e  Son of Man has  
l i t t l e  adornment and l i t t l e  suppor t  i n  t h e  t ime 
of H i s  s u f f e r i n g .  H i s  own n a t i o n  c r i e s  over  H i m ,  
" ~ r u c i f y  H i m ,  c r u c i f y  Him:"  Yes, H i s  own d i s -  
c i p l e s  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  H i m  and run  away from H i m .  
But a f t e r  H i s  r e s u r r e c t i o n  He w i l l  have t h e  
g l o r i o u s  adornment and t h e  g r e a t  fo l lowing  of 
many C h r i s t i a n s  on e a r t h .  That w i l l  be t h e  
b e a u t i f u l  adornment and b e a u t i f u l  d r e s s  w i t h  which 
H e  w i l l  be  crowned i n  t h i s  wor ldSu35  These words 

make us  s e r i o u s l y  cons ider  r e v i s i n g  our  t r a n s l a -  
t i o n  of t h e  word')!;! t o  "adornment" and "splen- 
dor." We could do worse than  be  i n f l uenced  by 
Mart in  Luther ,  

The las t  h a l f  of t h i s  v e r s e  s t a n d s  i n  a n t i -  
t h e t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f ,  and i n t r o -  
duces t h i s  psa lm 's  s ta tement  of  t h e  e x a l t a t i o n  
of J e s u s ,  which con t inues  t o  t h e  end s f  t h e  psalm, 
We f i n d  t h a t  t r u t h  b e a u t i f u l l y  s t a t e d  i n  P h i l i p ,  
2:9-1% and e l sewhere ,  e.g.  i n  s e v e r a l  v e r s e s  of 
1 Car. 15. O f  t h i s  we s h a l l  f u r t h e r  treat i n  t h e  
nex t  v e r s e ,  and t hen  ve ry  b r i e f l y  summarize t h e  
remaining t h r e e  v e r s e s  of t h e  psalm, 

7 ,  "You make Him Ruler  over  t h e  works of 

H i s  f e e t ,  '' 
Again n o t i c e  t h e  anthropomorphisms: hands,  

feet ,  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c r e a t i v e  power of  God t h e  
Father and t h e  r u l i n g  power of God t h e  Son, re- 
s p e c t i v e l y ,  It w a s  an  a n c i e n t  custom f o r  P 
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conquering k ings  o r  g e n e r a l s  t o  make t h e i r  subdued 
enemies l i e  p r o s t r a t e  on t h e  ground and t o  pu t  
t h e i r  ( t h e  v i c t o r s ' )  f e e t  on t h e  v i c t i m s '  necks ,  
o r  i n  some ca se s  t o  l i e  sup ine  and have t h e  v i c t o r s '  
f e e t  on t h e i r  c h e s t s .  The l a t t e r  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  
a  r e l i e f  c a rv ing  f r o m  the Behis tun Rock, i n  which 
Darlus  t h e  Great  ( p i c tu r ed  much l a r g e r )  p l a c e s  h i s  
l e f t  f oo t  on t h e  chest  of a subdued enemy l y i n g  
f a c e  up, That ind ' i ca tes  complete conquest .  

Except f o r  t h e  t ime-s lo t  (past, p r e s e n t ,  o r  
f u t u r e ) ,  t h e r e  i s  no m a t e r i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  between 
most  of t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  on t h i s  v e r s e ,  Nor i s  
t h e r e  any g r e a t  d t f f e r e n c e  i n  what t ime-s lo t  we 
p u t  tbe verse,  s ince this i s  prophecy and a s  such 
can be viewed i n  advance as cornpleeed ( t h u s  t h e  
p a s t  t e n s e ) ,  o r  i t  can b e  s t a t e d  a s  a  prophecy of  
a f u t u r e  event  which, a s  w e  know, t a k e s  p l a c e  a t  
t h e  e x a l t a t i o n  of J e s u s  (thus t h e  f u t u r e  t e a s e  
from David 's  p o i n t  of v iew) ,  o r  i t  can be s t a t e d  
a s  a f a c t  wi thout  s p e c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of i t s  
pastness o r  f u t u r i t y  ( t hus  t h e  p r e s e n t  t e n s e ) ,  
We have o p t e d  f o x  t h e  l a t te r ,  a s  s e v e r a l  have, 
wi thout  r e j e c t i n g  t h e  o t h e r s ,  The f a c t  i s  t h a t  
t h e  f i r s t  v e r b  is  i n  t h e  imper fec t  and t h e  l a s t  
verb i n  t h e  perfect ,  However, the  d i f f e r e n c e  does  
n o t  here l i e  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  of t i m e ,  bu t  ra ther  t h e  
s t a t e  of v e r b a l  a c t i o n  as r ep re sen t ed  by t h e  t e n s e s ,  
Both can l end  themselves w e l l  t o  the  p re sen t  i n  t h i s  
verse, 

'1 ~ 7 5  ' ~ ' ) 3  C : .- i s  t h e  2 masc. s i n g .  imper fec t  
h i p h i l  ( c ausa t i ve )  w i th  t h e  3 masc. s i n g .  o b j e c t i v e  
s u f f i x .  The p sa lmi s t  i s ,  as throughout  t h e  Psalm, 
add re s s ing  God the  Fa the r ,  who i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of 
t h i s  v e r b ,  !3ki , which c l e a r l y  means " ru l e , "  "have 
dominisneg9  The one r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  s u f f i x  i s  
God t h e  Son, who i s  t h e  o b j e c t  of t h e  c a u s a t i v e  
f a c t o r  i n  t h e  h i p h i l  p a t t e r n ,  and i n  t u r n  H e  i s  
t h e  s u b j e c t  of the  v e r b a l  f a c t o r ,  "have dominion." 



H i s  s p i r i t u a l  body, which i s  H i s  congrega t ion .  
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Here, as o f t e n ,  t h e  verb  $G12 "have dominion" i s  
followed by -3. In t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i t  means 
"have dominion OVER," n o t  merely "have dominion 
i n . 1 ' 3 ~  It i s  used i n  t h a t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  Gen. 
l:P8; 3 ~ 1 6 ;  4:7 and i n  many o t h e r  passages ,  The 
Septuag in t  u se s  t h e  a o r i s t  f o r  bo th  ve rbs  i n  
t h i s  v e r s e ,  For t h i s  ve rb  i t  has  x a ~ & a ~ v a a s ,  
from wa8Co~qy~ o r  w a 8 ~ a ~ d v w ~  Arndt and Gingr ich  
l is t  the fo l lowing  meadngs  f o r  t h i s  word: "br ing ,"  
" e o n d u ~ t ,  "take" someone somewhere; "appoin t ,  '" 
')ut i n  charge,  " "orda in , "  "appoint" someone; 
"make, " "cause" someone t o  become something. 37 
The word i n  t h e  Sep tuag in t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  appraxi-  
mates t h e  Hebrew i n  meaning, The o b j e c t  sf t h e  
v e r b a l  element i n  this ve rb  i s  an exp re s s ion  we 
have a l r e a d y  considered:  " the  works of Your handse t '  
That i s  a l l - i n c l u s i v e ,  a s  w e  s h a l l  s e e ,  I n  t h e  
b e s t  manuscr ip t s  of t h e  Nestle E d i t i o n  of t h e  Greek 
New Testament,  t h i s  p a r t  s f  t h e  v e r s e  i s  omi t ted ,  
The nex t  p a r t ,  however, con t inues  a f t e r  t h e  p re -  
v i o u s  v e r s e  i n  t h e  q u o t a t i o n  i n  Heb, 2 : 8 ,  It i s  
also quoted i n  l Cor, 15:%7,  a s  we s h a l l  s e e *  

The l a s t  s t r o p e  of v e r s e  7 (Eng, 6) c o n s i s t s  
s f  f o u r  words. The word o rde r  i s  ve ry  emphatic,  
w i th  t h e  d i r ec t  o b j e c t  coming first, Also,  t h e  
word 53 is  w r i t t e n  w i th  t h e  t;lolem and wi thout  
a maqgeph, g iv ing  i t  g r e a t e r  emphasis,  While it 
may o f t e n  ( through t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n )  appear  t o  be 
a n  a d j e c t i v e ,  it i s  a NOUN: TOTALITY, EVERYTHING, 
ALL. It is c o l l e c t i v e  in form, and i n  t h i s  e a s e  
i t  i s  a l l - i n c l u s i v e ,  embracing a l l  of G s d P s  c re -  
a t i o n ,  v i s i b l e  and i n v i s i b l e ,  It t h e r e f o r e  i s  
n o t  t o  b e  equated w i t h  Gen, 1:26, t h e  cornand and 
promise g iven  t o  man b e f o r e  t h e  f a l l ,  That was 
r e s t r i c t i v e ,  whereas t h i s  i s  a l l - i n c l u s i v e ,  and 
can t h e r e f o r e  apply  on ly  t o  t h e  Lord, L i l l e g a r d  
s t a t e s :  "The 'kol '  is  u n r e s t r i c t e d ;  i t  encompasses 

a l l  c r e a t i o n ,  even the i n v i s i b l e ,  (such a s  t h e  
ange l s )  and expec ts  from t h e  dominion of t h e  son 
of man no th ing  save  Jehovah Himself,  It makes t h e  
Son of Man no t  on ly  t h e  v ice- regent  of Jehovah, a s  
w a s  t h e  f i r s t  Adam, but  H i s  co-regent .  And t h e  
term "under h i s  f e e t , "  sugges t s  t h a t  t h i s  a b s o l u t e  
r u l e  a sc r ibed  t o  t h e  Son of Man i s  t h e  r e s u l t  of 
v i c t o r y  gained,  and a sub juga t i on  accomplished. 
The term r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  Son of Man as a  conqueror 
who has earned H i s  crown i n  a ho ly  war,  Cf ,  Ps, 
110:1 and 1 Cor.  15:25. Accordingly,  S t .  Pau l  
i n  l Cor. 15:27 and Eph. i:2lff i n t e r p r e t s  t h e  
' k o l '  of our  verse as comprehending i n  i t s e l f  
even Satan, dea th ,  and H e l l ;  i n  f a c t ,  every name 
t h a t  i s  named, not onIy i n  rhis world ,  but i n  t h e  
world t o  come, And c h i s  all-inclusive i n t c r ~ r e -  
tation o f  the  'kol' is emphatically endorsed by 
Meb, 2, $138 

The verb J h d i  is t h e  2 rnasc. sing. per fec t  
I- - ,  

qal. of t h e  v e r b  h ' - s  , which 1s here used in i t s  
primary meanil lg o < " s e t , "  "place." it has  an 
a d d e d  final sil+im.t. n, which is not unusual, par- 
t i c u l a r l y  in p o e t r y ,  T ~ E  last t w o  words are per-  
f e c t l y  clear:  "under E i s  feet ."  Tn the  opening 
comrnents of t h i s  verse we gave the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
of t h a t  p i c t u r e ,  rji;iich is a l s o  given in the ex- 
pression " u n t i l  I make Thine enemies 7'1-17 footstocl" 
in Ps. 110:1. The Sep tuag in t  uses t h e  verb iia t-ra<as 
i n  which also t h e  verb incl l ides  t h e  p r e f i x  "under ,"  
so i t  cou ld  b e  rendered accordiilg r o  t h e  Septuag in t  
and t h e  q u o t a t i o n  i n  Web. 2:8: "You have sub j ec t ed  
under H i s  f e e t  a l l  t h i n g s , "  o r ,  more emphat ica l ly ,  
" A l l  t h i n g s  You have sub j ec t ed  under H i s  f e e t . "  

I n  1 Cor. l5 :27 ,  P a u l  quo t e s  t h i s  p o r t i o n  of 
Ps.  8 : 7  a s  H e  speaks d i r e c t l y  of J e s u s .  H e  a p p l i e s  
it t o  H i m ,  and a l s o  speaks s f  God t h e  Fa the r  i n  t h e  
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it t o  H i m ,  and a l s o  speaks s f  God t h e  Fa the r  i n  t h e  



t h i r d  person.  'l'lbc (;reek r eads  : TI< ,: 2 ?i&p 6niia<~v 
6n6 1-0;)s T C ~ O U ~ ,  fi;),roi), which we can r ende r :  "Every- 

t h i n g ,  i n  f a c t ,  He has  placed under t h e  f e e t  of 
H i m  ( J e s u s ) . "  I n  t h i s  passage ,  we must t a k e  i n t o  
account  t h e  con t ex t .  This  v e r s e  i s  from t h e  g r e a t  
Resu r r ec t i on  Chapter ,  1 Cor. 15.  This  q u o t a t i o n  
f a l l s  i n t o  a p o r t i o n  of t h e  chapte r  i n  which we 
must look  a t  t h e  con t ex t  t h a t  precedes  and t h a t  
which fo l lows .  A s i x -ve r se  passage should s u f f i c e .  
"But each i n  h i s  own o r d e r :  Ch r i s t  t h e  f i r s t  
f r u i t s ,  a f t e r  t h a t  t h o s e  who a r e  C h r i s t ' s  a t  H i s  
coming, t hen  comes t h e  end, when He d e l i v e r s  up 
t h e  kingdom t o  t h e  God and F a t h e r ,  rihen He has  
abol i shed  a l l  r u l e  and a l l  a u t h o r i t y  and power, 
For He must r e i g n  u n t i l  He has  put  a l l  H i s  ene- 
mies under H i s  f e e t ,  The l a s t  enemy t h a t  w i l l  
be abo l i shed  i s  dea th ,  For ME HAS PrT ALL TWZNGS 

I N  SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET, But vhen he  s a y s ,  
' A l l  t h i n g s  a r e  pu t  i n  s u b j e c t i o n , '  i t  i s  ev iden t  
t h a t  Re i s  excepted who pu t  a l l  t h i n g s  i n  subjec-  
t i o n  t o  H i m .  And when a l l  t h i n g s  a r e  sub j ec t ed  
t o  H i m ,  t hen  t h e  Son Himself a l s o  w i l l  be  sub- 
j e c t e d  t o  t h e  one who sub j ec t ed  a l l  t h i n g s  t o  
H i m ,  t h a t  God may be  a l l  i n  a l l . "  ( 1  Cor. 15 :  
23-28, NASB.) Here we have one of many i n s t a n c e s  
of i n s p i r e d  exeges i s  i n  t h e  New Testament, 

Another example of such i n s p i r e d  exeges i s  
on t h i s  passage ,  i nc lud ing  a l s o  t h e  t h r e e  prev ious  
v e r s e s  ( t h e  assignment of t h i s  pape r ) ,  i s  found i n  
Heb. chap. 2 ,  aga in  from t h e  Sep tuag in t ,  a s  i s  t h e  
r e s t  of t h i s  passage.  The exp l ana t i on  of t h a t  
procedure ( i nc lud ing  t h e  read ing  " the  ange ls f ' )  i n  
t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  emphasis given i n  t h e  opening 
c h a p t e r s  of t h e  E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  Hebrews has  been 
at tempted on pp. 33 and 34 of t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  
W e  s h a l l  a g a i n  quote  t h e  immediate c o n t e x t ,  be- 
f o r e  and a f t e r  our v e r s e s ,  which a r e  g iven  i n  

c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s .  "$'or He d i d  no t  s u b j e c t  t o  ange l s  
t h e  world t o  come, concerning which we a r e  speaking.  
But one has t e s t i f i e d  somewhere, s ay ing ,  ' W H A T  IS  

THAT THOU REMEMBEREST HIM? OR THE SON OF MAN, 
THAT THOU ART CONCERNED ABOUT HEM? THOU HAST MADE 
H I M  FOR A LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS; THOU 
HAST CROWNED H I M  IV'LTH GLORY AND HONOR, AED T f i S T  

APPOINTED H I M  OVER THE WORKS OF THY MNDS; THOU 
HAST PUT ALE THINGS IN SUBSECTION UNDER H I S  F E E T , '  
For i n  s u b j e c t i n g  a l l  th ings  t o  him, He l e f t  
no th ing  that i s  not s u b j e c t  t o  h i m ,  But now w e  
$0 not  y e t  see a l l  t h i n g s  sub j ec t ed  t o  him* But 
we do see H i m  who has been made f o r  a little whi l e  
lower than the  a n g e l s ,  namely, Jesus, because of 
t h e  s u f f e r i n g  of  death crowned w i t h  g l o r y  and 
honor, t h a t  by the grace  of God H e  might taste 
dea th  f o r  every  one. For  i t  was f i t t i n g  f o r  H i m ,  
f o r  whom are a l l  t h i n g s ,  and through whom a r e  all 
t h i n g s ,  i n  b r ing ing  many sons of glory, t o  perfect 
the au tho r  of t h e i r  salvation through s u f f e r i n g s . "  

2:5-10, NASB,)  

On the basis of both  of  these passages ,  and 
t h e i r  w i d e r  context ,  w e  surely conclude that these 
l a s t  v e r s e s  i n  t h i s  p s a l m  speak of J e s u s  C h r i s t  i n  
H i s  s t a t e  of e x a l t a t i o n ,  i n  whfch a s  t r u e  God H e  
makes use of His d i v i n e  prercgatives and powers, 
a l s o  accord ing  t o  9is human nature ,  While in re- 
gard  t o  H i s  Person,  a s  t h e  Son of Man, H e  i s  sub- 
j e c t  t o  H i s  Fa the r ,  a s  i s  s t a t e d  i n  1 Gor. 15:28, 
He i s  a l s o ,  a s  T r u e  God, equa l  t o  H i m .  More spe- 
c i f i c a l l y ,  i t  i s  accord ing  t o  H i s  humanity t h a t  
He i s  i n f e r i o r  t o  t h e  F a t h e r ,  a s  w e  con fe s s  i n  the  
Athanasian Creed: " ~ q u a l  t o  t h e  F a t h e r ,  a s  touch- 
i n g  H i s  Godhead; and i n f e r i o r  t o  t h e  Fa the r ,  a s  
touching H i s  Manhood." Luther  emphasizes t h e  
f i r s t  p a r t  of t h a t  s ta tement  when he  s ays :  "He 
s a y s ,  'Thou w i l t  make H i m  L o r d  over  t h e  works of 
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Thy hands' and "Thou hast put  a l l  th ings  under 
His fee t , '  Thereby he tes t i f ies  tha t  C h r i s t ,  t r u e  
man, i s  also a t  the same time t r ue  God, For God 
does not make anyone Lord over the works of H i s  
hands nor pu t  a l l  th ings  under anyone's fee% un- 
less H e  is H i s  equal ,  t h a t  i s ,  unless Be is God, 
God alone i s  Lard over t he  works of B i s  hands 
and has all th ings  under H i s  feet.  Since t h i s  
Man Christ, who was forsaken sf God f o r  a l i t t l e  
t i m e ,  is t o  be made Lord  over God's works -- 
heaven, angels, sun, moon, earth, men, a i r ,  water, 
and e ~ ~ e r y t h i n g  tha t  1s i n  heaven, on ear th ,  and 
i n  t he  water -- it fs l . lcsws  t ha t  H e  i s  t r u e  

Hswever, as we c l e a r l y  see from 1 Core $ 5 ~ 2 4 -  
26, the  $sminisn o f  Jesus Christ and t h e  sub jec-  
t i o n  ~f everything under B i s  power will reach its 
f u l l  climax and eonsufaxmation a t  t h e  end of  the 
world,  when Be will come ts judge  a l l  t h e  l i v i n g  
m d  t h e  dead,ar~d whew i n  a b l aze  0% g l o r y  and 
splendor t h a t  is beyond our  i m a g i m t i ~ n  or powers 
s f  d e s c r i p t i o n  Be will reveal H i m s e l f  as t h e  Lord 
o f  l o r d s  and King of k ings ,  T h i s  w i l l  not be a 
prolonged e a r t h l y  r u i e  as Iqi l lennia l is ts  imagine, 
but: i t  will be a r u l e  forever where, af ter  having 
abisf %shed death as t h e  %as"alnemy (1 C s r ,  15 : 26) , 
H e  will reign in the Kingdom o f  g lo ry  i n  heaven, 
However, even now, Be i s  t h e  King and Lord over 
the ent i re  universe, as Be governs H i s  Kingdom of 
Power, where We i s  i n  control o f  everything,  a 
few examgsles o f  which are given in the next two 
verses, which we shall only b r i e f l y  take up, 
And, of course, He rules i n  His Kingdom of Grace 
f o r  the  benefit  sf His believers, 

8. "Sheep and oxen, all o f  them, and 
also the beasts o f  t h e  f i e l d . "  

I n  this verse are l i s t ed  three kinds of 

creatures: F i r s t ,  the small and the  larger domes- 
t i c a t e d  animals, and then the  word, in a p l u r a l  
form, f o r  the beasts of the f i e l d ,  which in t h i s  
context i s  no doubt broader  than t h e  usual, i n  
~qhich w e  t h i n k  of animals l i k e  oxen, sheep, 
horses,  donkeys and camels, All of these (and 
everything else not enumerated here) are under 
the Son of Nan, mat i s  l i s t e d  i n  t h f s  and the  
following verse is only a small saapling of the 
creatures o f  t h f s  w o r l d  under H i s  dominian* Each 
sf them a marvelous wander i n  itself, $hey a91 
j o in  i n  &he greaiz song of praise that nature 
s i n g s  t o  our  Lord and God, Creaeor and Redeemer, 

9, " " T h e  b i r d s  o f  heaven and -- the  f i s h  of 
t h e  seasspa 

T h i s  verse adds more creatures: the BIRDS, 
l i t e u a $ l y  chirping creakures; the  PISB OF THE SEA; 
and everything crossing o r  t r ave r s ing  the rouzes 
o f  the seas, T h a t  would inelude not  only marine 
l i f e  of a l l  kinds,  b u t  also b l r d s  who f l y  over t h e  
seas, The p a r t i c i p l e  appears K O  have a t rans i t ive  
meaning here, al though it esu ld  be  taken as in t ran-  
s i t i v e  bu t  with no preposition fs81swings W e  would 
differ with Beck on one ps ine :  he Jfmits eke p a r t i -  
c i p l e  72'9 to ",he fish. it cer ta in ly  must in -  
elude ocher marine life as w e l l  as b i r d s  sr any- 
th ing  that traverses % R e  seas, 

H OUT I tor$,  how magnfffcenk i s  --L-- 
Your N a m e  4t!,11L t h e  earth:" 

The psalm closes w i c h  the same words with 
which i t  opens i n  v, 2, following t he  supe r sc r ip -  
pa exon, This gives i t  the f i n a l  grand dsxsfsgy in 

the  same words  with which t h e  Psalmist expressed 
H i s  praise 20 God, 
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As we consider this psalm as a whole, we can 
see that the Messianic Interpretation is more 
justifiable than any other interpretation even 
from internal considerations, apart from New Tes- 
tament quotations, as we have noted in certain 
verses, The New Testament quotations leave us 
no other choice than the Messianic Interpretation 
It was of the Old Testament Scriptures that J, "SUS 

stated:  hey are they which testify of me." 
(John 5 ~ 3 9 , )  C f ,  also Luke 2 4 ~ 4 4 - 4 7 .  
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X .  Tht: Bethany Lutheran T h e o l o g i c a l  F a c u l t y  
has had t h e  foiiewing antitheses under 
discussion at i t s  past several monthly 
meet ings  : 

Two Antitheses on t h G = ~ r g ~ ~ @  t h e  Church 
p--vp- 

1. We r e j e c t  the position that t h e  l o c a l  congre- 
g a t i o n  as a n  external  a s s anb ly  is d i v i n e l y  
ins t i t u k e d  

- - 
L L ,  We reject  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  synod as an 

external assembly is d iv ine ly  instituted. 

Ns. i ;e :  
-w 

As used here: 

1, ""externa%" mmearxs outward,  thae whf ch can 
be seen, handled, touched, o r  otherwise 
verified by ehe senses, 

2. "assembly" meens gathering o f  people ,  with- 
ou t  regard t o  organization, e , g . ,  t o  esn- 
s t i t t t t i o n ,  by-laws, o f f i c e r s ,  e t c , ,  bu t  
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g a t i o n  as a n  external  a s s anb ly  is d i v i n e l y  
ins t i t u k e d  

- - 
L L ,  We reject  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  synod as an 

external assembly is d iv ine ly  instituted. 

Ns. i ;e :  
-w 

As used here: 

1, ""externa%" mmearxs outward,  thae whf ch can 
be seen, handled, touched, o r  otherwise 
verified by ehe senses, 

2. "assembly" meens gathering o f  people ,  with- 
ou t  regard t o  organization, e , g . ,  t o  esn- 
s t i t t t t i o n ,  by-laws, o f f i c e r s ,  e t c , ,  bu t  



a  ga the r ing  whose members can s t i l l  be 
numbered, l i s t e d ,  s een ,  heard ,  e t c .  

3.  " d i v i n e l y - i n s t i t u t e d "  means t h a t  God has  
ordered o r  commanded such an e x t e r n a l  
assembly, 

4 .  "Local congregat ion" and "synod9' are used 
i n  t h e  s ense  i n  which we havn t h e s e  today, 
e,g., M t ,  Ol ive  Congregation and t h e  
Evange l ica l  Lutheran Synod. 

S ince  Matthew 18:15-20 appears  t o  be the Bible 
passage m o s t  o f t e n  cited i n  suppor t  of t h e  position 
t h a t  the l o c a l  congrega t ion  i s  a divinely i n s t i t u k e d  
external organ i za t i on ,  t h e  chairman of the f a c u l t y  
asked Prof. Madson t o  p r epa re  an e x e g e t i c a l  study of 
t h i s  passage f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  f a c u l ~ y  m e e t i n g s .  

The study, which proved h e l p f u l  t o  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  
i s  here-with o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  r e a d e r s  of t h e  Lutheran 
Synod Quartera w i t h  the  hope t h a t  i t  w i l l  prove 
h e l p f u l  t o  them a l so .  It  i s  our f u r t h e r  hope t h a t  
by engaging i n  a  thorough s tudy  of t h i s  one passage 
of S c r i p t u r e  as i t  a p p l i e s  t o  t h i s  one p a r t i c u l a r  
p o i n t  of d i f f e r e n c e  among u s ,  w e  may reach agree- 
ment here, and t h u s  move forward t o g e t h e r  towards 
greater  unanimity on whatever o t h e r  p o i n t s  of d i f -  
ference may s t i l l  remain i n  our  midst  on matters 
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the  d o c t r i n e  of  t h e  church. 

With t h e  pub l i sh ing  of t h i s  s tudy  i t  i s  n o t  
our  i n t e n t i o n  t o  open up t h e  pages  of t h e  &!arterly 
t o  any and a l l  a r t i c l e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p o i n t s  of con- - 
t r o v e r s y  i n  our  mids t  on t h e  d o c t r i n e  of  t h e  church. 
This  a p p l i e s  t o  proponents  of e i t h e r  s i d e  i n  t h e  
i s s u e ,  

W e  do,  however, want t o  be  f a i r .  We w i l l ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  p r i n t  ano ther  e x e g e t i c a l  s tudy  on 
Matthew 18:15-20, d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  same p o i n t  of 
i s s u e ,  as set f o r t h  i n  t h e  a n t i t h e s e s  above, should 
one of our  ELS p a s t o r s  o r  p r o f e s s o r s  submit such 
an a r t i c l e  i n  suppor t  of t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  
congrega t ion  i s  a d i v i n e l y  i n s t i t u t e d  e x t e r n a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

- Theodore A. Aaberg, ~ d i t o r . )  

Th i s  wel l -knom s e c t i o n  of s i x  v e r s e s  i s  s e t  
i n  t h e  con t ex t  t h a t  ought n o t  b e  overlooked i n  any 
s e a r c h  f o r  its meaning. A q u e s t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of 
the  d i s c i p l e s ,  "Who i s  the  greatest  i n  t h e  kingdom 
of heaven?" has l e d  our Lord t o  speak of s e v e r a l  
related matters,  aLL of which i n d i c a t e  H i s  concern 
f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  s f  a l l  H i s  people ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
when any of them goes as t ray,  f o r  i t  i s  no t  t h e  
w i l l  of your Fa the r  which i s  i n  heaven " t h a t  one 
of t h e s e  l i t t l e  ones should per ish ."  (v. 1 4 )  So 
t h e r e  should b e  no g iv ing  offence ( o n w v b a ~ i g ~ ~ v  
v. 6 ) ,  and t h e r e  should be no d e s p i s i n g  (wa~acppov~Lv  
v. 101, bu t  there should be  a  desire  f o r  r e s t o r a t i o n  
( implied i n  t he  negative of v. 1 4 . )  

The sect ion b e f o r e  us  i s  introduced by the 
post-positive conjuncticn 66. T h i s  p a r t i c l e  i s  no t  a 

r i g i d  word and i s  o f t e n  t r a n s l a t e d  simply "but? '  o r  
"and." The Eng l i sh  word "but" denotes some con t ras t ,  
and there are some t r a n s l a t i o n s  t h a t  ewploy t h a t  word 



a  ga the r ing  whose members can s t i l l  be 
numbered, l i s t e d ,  s een ,  heard ,  e t c .  

3.  " d i v i n e l y - i n s t i t u t e d "  means t h a t  God has  
ordered o r  commanded such an e x t e r n a l  
assembly, 

4 .  "Local congregat ion" and "synod9' are used 
i n  t h e  s ense  i n  which we havn t h e s e  today, 
e,g., M t ,  Ol ive  Congregation and t h e  
Evange l ica l  Lutheran Synod. 

S ince  Matthew 18:15-20 appears  t o  be the Bible 
passage m o s t  o f t e n  cited i n  suppor t  of t h e  position 
t h a t  the l o c a l  congrega t ion  i s  a divinely i n s t i t u k e d  
external organ i za t i on ,  t h e  chairman of the f a c u l t y  
asked Prof. Madson t o  p r epa re  an e x e g e t i c a l  study of 
t h i s  passage f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  f a c u l ~ y  m e e t i n g s .  

The study, which proved h e l p f u l  t o  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  
i s  here-with o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  r e a d e r s  of t h e  Lutheran 
Synod Quartera w i t h  the  hope t h a t  i t  w i l l  prove 
h e l p f u l  t o  them a l so .  It  i s  our f u r t h e r  hope t h a t  
by engaging i n  a  thorough s tudy  of t h i s  one passage 
of S c r i p t u r e  as i t  a p p l i e s  t o  t h i s  one p a r t i c u l a r  
p o i n t  of d i f f e r e n c e  among u s ,  w e  may reach agree- 
ment here, and t h u s  move forward t o g e t h e r  towards 
greater  unanimity on whatever o t h e r  p o i n t s  of d i f -  
ference may s t i l l  remain i n  our  midst  on matters 
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the  d o c t r i n e  of  t h e  church. 

With t h e  pub l i sh ing  of t h i s  s tudy  i t  i s  n o t  
our  i n t e n t i o n  t o  open up t h e  pages  of t h e  &!arterly 
t o  any and a l l  a r t i c l e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p o i n t s  of con- - 
t r o v e r s y  i n  our  mids t  on t h e  d o c t r i n e  of  t h e  church. 
This  a p p l i e s  t o  proponents  of e i t h e r  s i d e  i n  t h e  
i s s u e ,  

W e  do,  however, want t o  be  f a i r .  We w i l l ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  p r i n t  ano ther  e x e g e t i c a l  s tudy  on 
Matthew 18:15-20, d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  same p o i n t  of 
i s s u e ,  as set f o r t h  i n  t h e  a n t i t h e s e s  above, should 
one of our  ELS p a s t o r s  o r  p r o f e s s o r s  submit such 
an a r t i c l e  i n  suppor t  of t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  
congrega t ion  i s  a d i v i n e l y  i n s t i t u t e d  e x t e r n a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

- Theodore A. Aaberg, ~ d i t o r . )  

Th i s  wel l -knom s e c t i o n  of s i x  v e r s e s  i s  s e t  
i n  t h e  con t ex t  t h a t  ought n o t  b e  overlooked i n  any 
s e a r c h  f o r  its meaning. A q u e s t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of 
the  d i s c i p l e s ,  "Who i s  the  greatest  i n  t h e  kingdom 
of heaven?" has l e d  our Lord t o  speak of s e v e r a l  
related matters,  aLL of which i n d i c a t e  H i s  concern 
f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  s f  a l l  H i s  people ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
when any of them goes as t ray,  f o r  i t  i s  no t  t h e  
w i l l  of your Fa the r  which i s  i n  heaven " t h a t  one 
of t h e s e  l i t t l e  ones should per ish ."  (v. 1 4 )  So 
t h e r e  should b e  no g iv ing  offence ( o n w v b a ~ i g ~ ~ v  
v. 6 ) ,  and t h e r e  should be no d e s p i s i n g  (wa~acppov~Lv  
v. 101, bu t  there should be  a  desire  f o r  r e s t o r a t i o n  
( implied i n  t he  negative of v. 1 4 . )  

The sect ion b e f o r e  us  i s  introduced by the 
post-positive conjuncticn 66. T h i s  p a r t i c l e  i s  no t  a 

r i g i d  word and i s  o f t e n  t r a n s l a t e d  simply "but? '  o r  
"and." The Eng l i sh  word "but" denotes some con t ras t ,  
and there are some t r a n s l a t i o n s  t h a t  ewploy t h a t  word 



he re .  I f  t h e r e  i s  a c o n t r a s t  t o  be no ted ,  i t  i s  
i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  n e g a t i v e  i n  t h e  preced ing  sen- 
t ence :  "It i s  - no t  t h e  w i l l  of your Fa the r ,  e t c . "  
Th i s  word may a l s o  have t h e  connota t ion  of cont inu-  
ance ,  a  meaning n i c e l y  imparted i n  t h e  Authorized 
~ e r s i o n ' s  "moreover." What has  been s e t  f o r t h  a s  
a g r e a t  concern of t h e  Good Shepherd i s  t o  be t r a n s -  
l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  day by day r e l a t i o n s h i p  of H i s  f o l -  
lowers.  The ~ o r d ' s  d i s c i p l e  i s  t o  be committed t o  
t h a t  seek ing  l ove  bo th  c a l l e d  f o r  and d i sp layed  by 
H i s  Lord. I n  exp re s s ing  t h a t  love  " the  'three steps' 
pre sc r ibed  by J e sus  a r e  any th ing  bu t  l e g a l  pre-  
s c r i p t i o n  and c a s u i s t r y .  . . These are merelv t h e  
c l ea r - cu t  exp re s s ion  of J e s u s '  w i l l  f o r  t h e  fe l low- 
ship of H i s  d i s c i p l e s ,  t h e  w i l l ,  namely, t h a t  no 
s i n n e r  s h a l l  be n e e d l e s s l y  degraded, that no s i n -  
n e r ' s  f a t e  s h a l l  be  committed t o  t h e  subjectivity 
of any one man b u t  s h a l l  be the concern of t h e  co l -  
l e c t i v e  l ove  and s o b r i e t y  of t h e  whole church,  t h a t  
t h e  new people  of God s h a l l  remain a  pure  people of 
God, pure  i n  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d i v i n e  forg ive-  
ne s s  a t  work i n  i t s  mids t ,  P I X  

Verse 1% 

i av  6~ &papr<ou  OE This  p r o t a s i s  w i t h  
sub junc t i ve  s e t s  f o r t h  a cond i t i on  which,  wh i l e  n o t  

... - r ea l ,  i s  very  probable .  The a o r i s t  t e n s e  i n d i c a t e s  
tha t  t h e  a c t  of s i n  i s  uppermost, n o t  a  con t inu ing  
s t a t e  of s i nn ing ,  though e i t h e r  would s u r e l v  c a l l  
P r o r  t h e  same response .  The ve rb  employed i s  fre- 
quen t ly  found i n  t h e  New Testament t o  exp re s s  t h e  
i d e a  of s i nn ing ,  of " f a l l i n g  s h o r t  of t h e  mark." 
m.. 

'Ihe accompanying p r e p o s i t i o n a l  phrase ,  though i t s  
t e x t u a l  v a l i d i t y  i s  ques t ioned  because of i t s  omis- 
s i o n  from some impor tan t  MSS, such a s  Aleph and B ,  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  has  q u i t e  s t r o n g  t e x t u a l  evidence and 
immediately i n d i c a t e s  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  s i n ,  n o t  a 
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gene ra l  s i n ,  bu t  t h e  s i n  against  a b r o t h e r .  6 & 6 ~ ~ q b s  
oou The term "brother"  expresses a very  c l o s e  rela- 
t i onsh ip ,  that wi th in  a  f ami ly ,  h e r e  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  
f ami ly  of God, as evidenced by t h e  connec t ion  w i t h  
&he "church" l a t e r  on, Tbe Lase of t h e  second person 
s i n g u l a r  pronoun, bo th  i n  the  a c c u s a t i v e  and t h e  
g e n i t i v e ,  narrows t h e  scope of t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  
Nor should it  be f o r g o t t e n  that t h i s  second person 
s i n g u l a r  form i s  employed th roughout :  - Thy b r o t h e r  -- 

- 
agains t  thee  -- ( thou)  go and reprove -- between 
thee and him alone -- hear t h e e  - thou d i d s t  g a i n  -- 
(thou) take with thee  one o r  two -- (even when sev- 
eral now i n ~ i o l v e d ,  =hou) t e l l  i t  un to  t h e  church -- 
(and f i n a l l y )  let him h e  t o  t h e e ,  

5aay& B A E ~ < O ~  a 6 ~ b v  p ~ ~ a E u  005, n r h .  The 
pre sen t  impe ra t i ve  fol lowed immediately by the  a o r i s t  
iinperative wi thout  a connec t ive  t i e s  the a c t i o n  of 
t h e  verbs c l o s e l y  t o g e t h e r  without  subo rd ina t i ng  the  
one t o  t h e  o t h e r  as i n  the use  of a p a r t i c i p l e  6ndyuv. 
The aorist imperative of the  verb t o  "rebuke o r ,  
better, convict" i n d i c a t e s  tha t  t h e  under tak ing  i s  
no t  t o  be merely a t tempted ,  but carried o u t .  The 
verb i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from ano the r  of i t s  
synonyms, ~ K L T L ~ & W ~  as Trench p o i n t s  o u t :  "But ~ A ~ ~ X E L V  

i s  a much more pregnant  word ;  i t  i s  so  t o  rebuke 
a n c t h e r ,  w i t h  such e f f e c t u a l  w i e l d i n g  o f  t h e  v ic to r -  
i s u s  arzs of t h e  truth, as t o  b r i n g  him, if ?of: always 
to a scnfession, y e t  at l ea s t  t o  a convic t ion ,  of h i s  
sin."" ?fiereas Peter is s a i d  t o  have begun t o  rebuke 
( ~ B L T L U C V )  h i s  L o r d ,  it is s a i d  of the  Comforter  t h a t  
he w i l l  reprove ( ~ A E ~ ~ E L V )  t he  world  o f  sin, etc .  
(John 16 ,  8 )  kwcpdqoas ~ b u  & G E X ~ ~ V  OOU. The subjunc-  

Cive i n  the protasis again p o i n t s  to t h e  likelihood 
o f  t h e  err ing brother's responding favorably t o  t h e  
convict ion;  the a o r i s t  i n  t he  apodos i s  (where one 
migh t  q u i t e  r e a d i l y  expect a future i n d i c a t i v e )  i n d i -  
cates that t h e  csncbusic_mrz, having leaped to t he  frrt-lare, 



he re .  I f  t h e r e  i s  a c o n t r a s t  t o  be no ted ,  i t  i s  
i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  n e g a t i v e  i n  t h e  preced ing  sen- 
t ence :  "It i s  - no t  t h e  w i l l  of your Fa the r ,  e t c . "  
Th i s  word may a l s o  have t h e  connota t ion  of cont inu-  
ance ,  a  meaning n i c e l y  imparted i n  t h e  Authorized 
~ e r s i o n ' s  "moreover." What has  been s e t  f o r t h  a s  
a g r e a t  concern of t h e  Good Shepherd i s  t o  be t r a n s -  
l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  day by day r e l a t i o n s h i p  of H i s  f o l -  
lowers.  The ~ o r d ' s  d i s c i p l e  i s  t o  be committed t o  
t h a t  seek ing  l ove  bo th  c a l l e d  f o r  and d i sp layed  by 
H i s  Lord. I n  exp re s s ing  t h a t  love  " the  'three steps' 
pre sc r ibed  by J e sus  a r e  any th ing  bu t  l e g a l  pre-  
s c r i p t i o n  and c a s u i s t r y .  . . These are merelv t h e  
c l ea r - cu t  exp re s s ion  of J e s u s '  w i l l  f o r  t h e  fe l low- 
ship of H i s  d i s c i p l e s ,  t h e  w i l l ,  namely, t h a t  no 
s i n n e r  s h a l l  be n e e d l e s s l y  degraded, that no s i n -  
n e r ' s  f a t e  s h a l l  be  committed t o  t h e  subjectivity 
of any one man b u t  s h a l l  be the concern of t h e  co l -  
l e c t i v e  l ove  and s o b r i e t y  of t h e  whole church,  t h a t  
t h e  new people  of God s h a l l  remain a  pure  people of 
God, pure  i n  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d i v i n e  forg ive-  
ne s s  a t  work i n  i t s  mids t ,  P I X  

Verse 1% 

i av  6~ &papr<ou  OE This  p r o t a s i s  w i t h  
sub junc t i ve  s e t s  f o r t h  a cond i t i on  which,  wh i l e  n o t  

... - r ea l ,  i s  very  probable .  The a o r i s t  t e n s e  i n d i c a t e s  
tha t  t h e  a c t  of s i n  i s  uppermost, n o t  a  con t inu ing  
s t a t e  of s i nn ing ,  though e i t h e r  would s u r e l v  c a l l  
P r o r  t h e  same response .  The ve rb  employed i s  fre- 
quen t ly  found i n  t h e  New Testament t o  exp re s s  t h e  
i d e a  of s i nn ing ,  of " f a l l i n g  s h o r t  of t h e  mark." 
m.. 

'Ihe accompanying p r e p o s i t i o n a l  phrase ,  though i t s  
t e x t u a l  v a l i d i t y  i s  ques t ioned  because of i t s  omis- 
s i o n  from some impor tan t  MSS, such a s  Aleph and B ,  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  has  q u i t e  s t r o n g  t e x t u a l  evidence and 
immediately i n d i c a t e s  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  s i n ,  n o t  a 
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gene ra l  s i n ,  bu t  t h e  s i n  against  a b r o t h e r .  6 & 6 ~ ~ q b s  
oou The term "brother"  expresses a very  c l o s e  rela- 
t i onsh ip ,  that wi th in  a  f ami ly ,  h e r e  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  
f ami ly  of God, as evidenced by t h e  connec t ion  w i t h  
&he "church" l a t e r  on, Tbe Lase of t h e  second person 
s i n g u l a r  pronoun, bo th  i n  the  a c c u s a t i v e  and t h e  
g e n i t i v e ,  narrows t h e  scope of t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  
Nor should it  be f o r g o t t e n  that t h i s  second person 
s i n g u l a r  form i s  employed th roughout :  - Thy b r o t h e r  -- 

- 
agains t  thee  -- ( thou)  go and reprove -- between 
thee and him alone -- hear t h e e  - thou d i d s t  g a i n  -- 
(thou) take with thee  one o r  two -- (even when sev- 
eral now i n ~ i o l v e d ,  =hou) t e l l  i t  un to  t h e  church -- 
(and f i n a l l y )  let him h e  t o  t h e e ,  

5aay& B A E ~ < O ~  a 6 ~ b v  p ~ ~ a E u  005, n r h .  The 
pre sen t  impe ra t i ve  fol lowed immediately by the  a o r i s t  
iinperative wi thout  a connec t ive  t i e s  the a c t i o n  of 
t h e  verbs c l o s e l y  t o g e t h e r  without  subo rd ina t i ng  the  
one t o  t h e  o t h e r  as i n  the use  of a p a r t i c i p l e  6ndyuv. 
The aorist imperative of the  verb t o  "rebuke o r ,  
better, convict" i n d i c a t e s  tha t  t h e  under tak ing  i s  
no t  t o  be merely a t tempted ,  but carried o u t .  The 
verb i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from ano the r  of i t s  
synonyms, ~ K L T L ~ & W ~  as Trench p o i n t s  o u t :  "But ~ A ~ ~ X E L V  

i s  a much more pregnant  word ;  i t  i s  so  t o  rebuke 
a n c t h e r ,  w i t h  such e f f e c t u a l  w i e l d i n g  o f  t h e  v ic to r -  
i s u s  arzs of t h e  truth, as t o  b r i n g  him, if ?of: always 
to a scnfession, y e t  at l ea s t  t o  a convic t ion ,  of h i s  
sin."" ?fiereas Peter is s a i d  t o  have begun t o  rebuke 
( ~ B L T L U C V )  h i s  L o r d ,  it is s a i d  of the  Comforter  t h a t  
he w i l l  reprove ( ~ A E ~ ~ E L V )  t he  world  o f  sin, etc .  
(John 16 ,  8 )  kwcpdqoas ~ b u  & G E X ~ ~ V  OOU. The subjunc-  

Cive i n  the protasis again p o i n t s  to t h e  likelihood 
o f  t h e  err ing brother's responding favorably t o  t h e  
convict ion;  the a o r i s t  i n  t he  apodos i s  (where one 
migh t  q u i t e  r e a d i l y  expect a future i n d i c a t i v e )  i n d i -  
cates that t h e  csncbusic_mrz, having leaped to t he  frrt-lare, 



now looks  back; t h e  moment t h e  b ro the r  "heard,"  
t h e  ga in  was r e g i s t e r e d .  The i d e a  of ga in  imp l i e s  
p rev ious  l o s s  s o  f a r  as t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  con- 
ce rned ,  o r  t h e  avoidance of an a n t i c i p a t e d  l o s s  
( i . e . ,  of n o t  being a b r o t h e r . )  Cf. I P e t e r  3 ,  1: 
"husbands. may. be won by t h e  conversa t ion  
of t h e  wives." 

Verse l 6  --- 

;a< 6; pfi & n o 6 n U  - Here t h e  same cond i t i cn  
i s  i n t roduced ,  on ly  i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e ,  t hus  t a k i n g  
c a r e  of t h i s  c a se  i n  t h e  event  t h e  f i r s t  a t t empt  a t  

conv ic t i on  i s  no t  s u c c e s s f u l .  (If t h e  rebuke i n  
v e r s e  15 i s  heeded t h e  e n t i r e  process comes t o  an 
end a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  and bo th  l i v e  wi th  t h e i r  g a i n . )  
The f i r s t  b a t t l e  may be unsuccess fu l  w i t h o u t  t h e  
ultimate loss of t h e  war, 

?P 9 )  ~ a p & h a ~ ~  P E T &  ooC ;:TL EVU 660 - This verb ,  
i n  the a o r .  imv. form, i t s e l f  a n t i c i p a t e s  t h e  phrase  
P E T &  ooii. The t e x t  does no t  d e c l a r e  whether this 
one o r  two more a r e  t o  be o t h e r  "b ro the r s , "  bu t  
s ince  they are  appa ren t l y  more t han  mere w i tne s se s ,  
w e  can r i g h t l y  assume t h a t  they  a r e  from t h e  fe l low- 
s h i p  of t h e  f ami ly ,  t h e  church -- i n  o t h e r  words, 
o t h e r  b r o t h e r s .  The number involved w i th  t h e  e r r -  
i n g  b r o t h e r  i s  now two o r  t h r e e .  

i v n   in^ o ~ d p u ~ o s  660 ~ a p ~ J p w v  f i  -rp~Ov o~a9Q 
ndv j ' f j ~ a .  The cva  c l a u s e  s e t s  f o r t h  t h e  primary 
purpose of t h e i r  a i d  be ing  s o l i c i t e d .  Reference 
h e r e  i s  obviously t o  Deut. 19 ,  15 :  "one w i t n e s s  
s h a l l  n o t  r i s e  up a g a i n s t  a man f o r  any i n i q u i t y ,  
o r - f o r  any s i n ,  i n ' a n y  s i n  t h a t  he s i n n e t h :  AT THE 
MOUTN OF TWO WITNESSES, OR AT THE MOUTH OF THREE 
WITNESSES, SHALL THE MATTER BE ESTABLISHED. 

y e t  it is c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  a d d i t i o n a l  

w i tne s se s  a l s o  speak t o  t h e  e r r i n g  b r o t h e r  i n  an 
e f f o r t  t o  conv ic t  him: " i f  he  d o e s n ' t  l i s t e n  +o 
themeH Only i f  t h e  f i r s t  i n d i v i d u a l  e f f o r t  a t  
__L__ 

conv ic t i on  has f a i l e d  i s  t h i s  second s t e p  t o  be 
taken.  God d e s i r e s  us  t o  be no l e s s  o r d e r l y  i n  
s p i r i t u a l  m a t t e r s  t han  i n  c i v i l  a f f a i r s .  The 

term bfiua i s  a Septuag in t  t r a n s l a t i o n  ( i n  Deut. - 
16 ,  15) f o r  t h e  Hebrew )aF, which can mean 

ei ther  word ( say ing)  o r  ma t t e r  ( t h i n g ) .  
Because 

the  "word" i s  h e r e  so c l o s e l y  connected w i t h  t h e  
"mat te r , "  i t  would seem that e i t h e r  translation 
would be s a t i s f a c t o r y .  The m a t t e r  i s  t o  stand on 

the mouth ( t h e  conc re t e  f o r  the  a b s t r a c t  testimony) 
sf t w o  o r  t h r e e  w i t n e s s e s ,  

Verse 17 
-__I__ 

i av  6; napa~o6or;l n 6 r h  - 'The same type  of 
p r o t e s i s  i n  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n a l  s en t ence  cons ide r s  
t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of the f a i l u r e  of also t h i s  j o i n t  
a t t empt  a t  conv ic t i on .  The verb i t s e l f  c o n t a i n s  

a negat ive  i d e a  i n  t h e  p r e f i x ;  t h e  i d e a  i s  of l e t -  
ting t he  admonition f a l l  on deaf  ears, of hea r ing  
w i t h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  e a r s ,  bu t  n o t  w i t h  the  heart .  
The p l u r a l  a h r ~ v  here a l s o  p o i n t s  t o  an additional 
r ea son  f o r  t h e  presence  of the  "one o r  t w o  more," 
namely, t o  t e s t i f y  t o  t h e  one who has t r e s p a s s e d ,  
no t  mere ly  t o  serve as a u d i t o r s  o r  w i tne s se s .  

 ink L N N X ~ O C ~  - Here we reach the climac- 
t i c  s t e p  i n  t h e  dea l ing  with an e r r i n g  b ro the r .  
When one has f a i l e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  and in company 
with one o r  t w o  o the r s  he i s  t o  b r i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r  
t o  the a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  iwxhqoia ,  i n  o rde r  t h a t  
w h a t  was unsucces s fu l l y  attempted i n  t w o  o ther  
s t a g e s  m i g h t  now be at tempted i n  a t h i r d .  Here 

t h e  t e r m  k n ~ ~ q o i a  i s  in t roduced  wi thout  any modi- 
fy ing  words o r  phrases  except the  a r t i c l e .  I t s  
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only o t h e r  use  i n  t h e  Gospels comes e a r l i e r  $n t h e  by our Lord. And though aga in  i n  the b r e v i t y  of 

t h i s  account i t  i s  no t  s t a t e d  e x p l i c i t l y  what t h e  same Gospel of Matthew, chap t e r  16,  where Christ 
has s a i d  t h a t  he w i l l  b u i l d  H i s  Church (uou ~k~~ assembly does ,  t h e  c l e a r  i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  i t  

j o i n s  t h e  concerned b r o t h e r  and t h e  o t h e r  w i tne s se s  
i n n h o i a v )  upon t h e  ruck  of  Pe t e r ' s  confess iona l  
s t a t emen t .  In t h i s  former p i a c e  t h e  term is q u i t e  i n  t h e  e a r n e s t  e f f o r t  t o  conv ic t  ( ~ A ~ Y X E L V )  t h e  

e r r i n g  b r o t h e r  of h i s  s i n .  But when a l l  t h i s  con- 
r e a d i l y  recognized a s  t h e  t o t a l  f e l l owsh ip  of ~ o d ~ ~  

ce rn  has  f a i l e d  t o  b r i n g  about  a  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  t h e  
e l e c t ,  a11  b e l i e v e r s ,  t h e  family of God,  t h e  Una i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  concerned b r o t h e r  i s  c l e a r :  
Sanc ta ,  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  church* Against  t h i s  church 
even t h e  powers of h e l l  s h a l l  no t  p r e v a i l ,  ( M a t t ,  
6 This  i s  s o  because i t  i s  the church  of 
God, fi 6 ~ w ~ q a i a   TO^ $COG.  The use of rhe a r t i c l e  
w i t h  t h e  word church i n  t h i s  passage be'ore u s  

l e a d s  u s  t o  t h i n k  of a d e f i n i t e  church ,  t h e  chiirch 
t h a t  has  been in t roduced  e a r l i e r ,  namely> God 's  
church,  

K. i, Schmid t ,  speaking of t h e  confusion i n  
t h e  meaning of 6xwXrlir<a t o  be found Pn v a r i o i ~ s  
c i r c l e s ,  as r e f l e c t e d  by t r a n s l a t i o n s  and nc-inmlen- 
caries, says :  "Cr.-XN. i s  a  n o t a b l e  exceptien. 
This d i g s  deeper ,  and from t h e  s t andpo in t  of Bib- 
l i c a l  theology reaches  more va luab l e  l a i c a l  con-- 
elusions. On t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  0. T. use  of &n~h-qaia 
f o r  t h e  t o t a l  c o m u n i t y  of I s r a e l ,  i t  speaks of the 
' saved community of t h e  N. T. ' which f i n d s  expres- 
sion f i rs t  as t h e  t o t a l  community and then  a s  t h e  
same community i n  ' l o c a l  c i r cumsc r ip t i on '  (a eare-  
f u l l y  s e l e c t e d  ph ra se ) .  E x p r e s s  r e f e r e n c e  i s  made 
t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no t  always a  ha rd  and 
f a s e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  l o c a l  c o m u n i t y  and 
t h e  u n i v e r s a l  community. "4 (Vol. 1x1, p .  503.) 

3 - r ~  O O L  GO TIE^ i) ~ ~ V L X ~ S  ~ a . i  6 T E X ~ V ~ S  - The 
impera t ive  h e r e  does no t  d e c l a r e  t h i s  t u r n  of 
events merely t o  be  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  a  p robabi l -  
ity; i t  i s  a command, and t h e  r e a l i t y  of t h e  de- 
velopment i n  this case  i s  to be recognized p a r t i c -  
u l a r l y  by t h e  concerned b r o t h e r .  The s i n g u l a r  O O L  
goes back t o  v .  15 and t h e  s i n g u l a r  forms t h e r e  
u s e d ,  A l l  a long  the  way i n  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h e  
Lord i s  speaking of a r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  one 
s i nn ing  and t h e  one s inned  a g a i n s t  ( o r  a t  l e a s t  
aware of t h e  s i n , )  Whether ow n o t  the assembly 
fo l lows  through i n  t h i s  matter by d e c l a r i n g  the 
e r r i n g  b r o t h e r  - and unrepentant - o u t s i d e  t h e i r  
f e l l owsh ip ,  C h r i s t  d i r e c t s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  con- 
cerned b r o t h e r  now t o  recognize  t h e  former b r o t h e r  
a s  " the  G e n t i l e  and t h e  publ ican."5 The a r t i c l e s  

w i th  t h e  nouns h z r e  d e s i g n a t e  them as classes. 
The g e n t i l e s  and t h e  publ icans  were bo th  o u t s i d e  
t h e  f e l l owsh ip  of I s rae l ,  they  were no t  & ~ E A ~ I o < .  
A s  a non-brother he  i s  now n o t  t o  b e  f o r g o t t e n ;  
he  i s  only n o t  t o  be cons idered  a b r o t h e x  any 
longe r ,  though t h e r e  i s  no th ing  tha t  f o r e c l o s e s  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of h i s  r e s t o r a t i o n  t o  that s t a t u s .  

That t h i s  church of God i s  found i n  v a r i o u s  
" l o c a l  c i r c u m s c r i ~ t i o n s f '  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  make i t  Verse 18  
p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  concerned b r o t h e r  f i n a l l y  t o  bring 

That which t h e  Savior  h a s  been s e t t i n g  f o r t h  
t h i s  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of God's church. The is extrt;mely s o l e m  and ser ious  matter ,  The 
l o c a l  congrega t ion  a s  w e  know i t  can t h e r e f o r e  word a t  t h i s  juncture r e i t e r a t e s  t h a t  seriCms- serve a s  a f i t t i n g  v e h i c l e  f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n  de sc r ibed  

ness and prepares  f o r  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  t h a t  f o l l a w s *  
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K. i, Schmid t ,  speaking of t h e  confusion i n  
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3 - r ~  O O L  GO TIE^ i) ~ ~ V L X ~ S  ~ a . i  6 T E X ~ V ~ S  - The 
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w i th  t h e  nouns h z r e  d e s i g n a t e  them as classes. 
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That t h i s  church of God i s  found i n  v a r i o u s  
" l o c a l  c i r c u m s c r i ~ t i o n s f '  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  make i t  Verse 18  
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That which t h e  Savior  h a s  been s e t t i n g  f o r t h  
t h i s  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of God's church. The is extrt;mely s o l e m  and ser ious  matter ,  The 
l o c a l  congrega t ion  a s  w e  know i t  can t h e r e f o r e  word a t  t h i s  juncture r e i t e r a t e s  t h a t  seriCms- serve a s  a f i t t i n g  v e h i c l e  f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n  de sc r ibed  

ness and prepares  f o r  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  t h a t  f o l l a w s *  



It i s  a s  i f  t h e  ya-3q~ai a t  t h e  c l o s e  of verse 1 7  
have wondered on what b a s i s  and by what a u t h o r i t y  
they  can c a r r y  ou t  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t  assignment of 
v e r s e s  15-17, The Lord now add re s se s  them i n  the 
p l u r a l ,  v and s e a l s  h i s  a s s e v e r a t i o n  w i th  an 
oa th .  This  exp re s s ion ,  ' ~u ' nv  h i y w  ; u ~ v ,  i s  a  f r e -  
quen t ly  occu r r i ng  formula i n  our  ~ o r d ' s  d i s cou r se s  
whereby he e s t a b l i s h e s  H i s  a u t h o r i t y  w i . t h  a n  oa th  
of v e r i t y .  The change t o  t h e  p l u r a l  a t  t h i s  point, 
; ) j ~ C v ,  i s  q u i t e  marked a f t e r  t h e  repea ted  use  of 
5u, o r ,  oou and o o c  i n  t h e  foregoing  sectioa, 

Whzt O L L ~  Lord new s e t s  f ~ r t h  w i t h  tlie twofold 
seal  of t r u t h  and a u t h o r i t y  i s  t h e  simple yst p r c -  
found t e ach ing  regarding the o f f i c e  o f  "the k e y s . "  
r ihat d i s t i n c t i ~ t -  term i s  not here ~ w p I e y e d  buc 
ve  r e a d i l y  carry i t  over from Elatthew 16, 19, 
where our Lord has  spoken on t h e  same s u b j e c ~  and 
where He hi7iself so d e s i g n a t e s  t h e  power wkich Se 
gives t o  His people  (66ow C T ~ L  T&< n X ~ L 6 a g  r v c  
@sot- h&<ui TOV o ~ ~ ~ v B v ) ,  namely, t h e  power t o  b ind  
f 6 C w j  an6 t o  loose ( h 6 w ) .  

One i m p o r t a n t  d i s t i nc - c ion  i n  the Matthew 16 ,  
1 9  passage  i s  t h a t  t h e  second person s i n g u l a r  i s  
employed throughovt  a s  c o n t r a s t e d  t o  t h e  second 
person p l u r a l  found i n  our  p r e s e n t  passage and 
a l s o  in John 20, 23.  T h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  u se  
e i t h e r  t h e  s i n g u l a r  o r  t h e  p l u r a l  shows t h a t  the 
v a l i d i t y  of t h e  e x e r c i s e  of t h e  keys i s  not de-  
pendent upon t h e  number involved i n  the a c t i o n ,  
When i n  t h e  T r e a t i s e  on t h e  Power and Primacy of 
t h e  Pope i t  i s  stated " that  t h e  keys do  not  he lone  ., 
t o  t h e  person of o  e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l  b u t  t o  
t h e  whole churchYwg t h e  argument i s  n o t  t h a t  the  
power i s  no t  given t o  the  i n d i v i d u a l  Chr i s t i an ,  
bu t  t h a t ,  r a t h e r ,  i t  belongs t o  every C h r i s t i a n .  

I n  f a c t ,  what t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  has  been d i r e c t e d  
t o  do i n  w. 15-19 i s  no th ing  e l s e  t han  t h e  exer- 
c i s e  of t h e  o f f i c e  of the keys.  And wi thout  t h e  

assurance  of t h e  bestowal  of t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  power 
of which C h r i s t  i s  now speaking,  one could s u r e l y  
no t  expect  t o  approach t h e  s i n n i n g  b r o t h e r  w i th  
any degree of conf idence ,  a t  l e a s t  no t  t o  accom- 
p l i s h  what t h e  Lord d e s i r e s  t o  be done. 

6du Lav 640-17~~ ~ A L  T ~ S  yfis Z G T ~ L  6 ~ 6 6 p ~ v a  kv 
ohpavg. This  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  more v i v i d  
f u t u r e  type  of cond i t i on  w i th  t h e  second person 
s i n g u l a r  a o r i s t  sub junc t i ve  i n  t h e  p r o t a s i s  and 
t h e  f u t u r e  i n d i c a t i v e  (o r  f u t u r e  p e r f e c t  pe r iph ra s -  
t i c )  i n  t h e  apodos i s .  I f  and when t h e  a c t i o n  of 
t h e  ve rb  i n  t h e  p r o t a s i s  i s  c a r r i e d  ou t  (and i t  i s  
presen ted  a s  a v i v i d  p r o b a b i l i t y ) ,  t hen  t h e  ma t t e r  
p resen ted  i n  t h e  apodosis  w i l l  a l s o  be a s su red .  

Because i t  i s  t h e  terminology of t h e  o f f i c e  of 
t h e  keys which i s  h e r e  employed, f o r  t h e  sane  ve rbs  
are used i n  M a t t .  16,  1 9 ,  the  "binding" i s  no th ing  
e l s e  than t h e  e x e r c i s e  of t h e  power t o  s h u t  ou t  
from t h e  kingdom of t h e  heaven ( s ) ,  and t h e  "loosing" 
i s  no th ing  e l s e  t han  the power of admission t o  t h i s  
kingdom, 7 

It should b e  no ted ,  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h a t  t h e  
grammatical  o b j e c t  of bo th  t h e  b ind ing  and t h e  
l o o s i n g  i s  i n  t h i s  passage  ;oa ( 6 6 ~ )  and in 16 ,  19 
b ( i b v ) ,  bo th  n e u t e r  pronouns s i g n i f y i n g  a c t s  o r  
matters of persons  r a t h e r  t han  persons  themselves .  
What c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e s e  "mat ters"  i s  even more 
c l e a r l y  expressed i n  t h e  p a r a l l e l  passage ,  John 20 ,  
23, as sins ( & v a p ~ i a s ) .  Thi s  c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  
p o i n t s  up t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e ,  God's people ,  a l s o  i n  
t h i s  b ind ing  and l oos ing  a r e  n o t  t o  judge men's 
h e a r t s ,  b u t  t h e i s  works ;  w h i l e  God r e a d s  &he h e a r t s  
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What c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e s e  "mat ters"  i s  even more 
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23, as sins ( & v a p ~ i a s ) .  Thi s  c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  
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of men i n f a l l i b l y ,  o u r  v i s i o n  of t h e  same h e a r t s  
i s  a l o n e  th rough  t h e  p o r t a l s  of  t h e i r  words and 
deeds .  

The p h r a s e  ini ~ 4 5  y7js c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  t h e  
p h r a s e  iv 0 6 ~ c x v ~  showing c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  
i s  one which on t h e  p a r t  of human a g e n t s  t a k e s  
p l a c e  on t h i s  e a r t h ,  t h e  world of men, y e t  a l s o  
h a s  v a l i d i t y  i n  heaven;  t h a t  i s ,  b e f o r e  God and 
t h e  a n g e l s .  

Even though t h e  term " f o r g i v e n e s s  o f  s i n s "  
i s  n o t  employed i n  t h i s  e n t i r e  s e c t i o n  (15-201, 
t h e  Gospel  of  f o r g i v e n e s s  remains  t h e  g r e a t  power 
of  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  k e y s ,  a s  C h r i s t  f u r t h e r  ex- 
p l a i n s  i n  r e p l y  t o  t h e  subsequen t  q u e s t i o n  of  
P e t e r  ( V V ,  2 l f f . )  

Verse  1 9  

K ~ X L V  X6yw 6u tv .  The A N ~ V  of v e r s e  18 makes 
t h e  u t t e r a n c e  i n  t h a t  v e r s e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s o l e a n ;  
the adverb  n 6 h ~ v  h e r e  p r o v i d e s  t h e  same se~iing 
f o r  what f o l l o w s .  It i s  a s  much a s  t o  s a y :  "In 
t h e  same way; i . e . ,  i n  g r e a t  s o l e m n i t y  and t r u t h ,  
I c o n t i n u e  t o  say  t o  you ~ T L  i&v 660 O U L I ~ W ~ O W G L V  

6pGv, ~ T A . "  The p a r t i c l e  ~ T L  may i n t r o d u c e  
d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t  d i s c o u r s e .  Because of t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  i n  v. 1 8  d i r e c t  d i s c o u r s e  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  
omiss ion  of  ~ T L ?  i t  i s  e a s i l y  assumed h e r e  t h a t  
t h e  employment of  ~ T L  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
o f  i n d i r e c t  d i s c o u r s e .  However, i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
t h e  u t t e r a n c e ,  i t  makes no d i f f e r e n c e  whether  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  c o n s t r u e d  a s  d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t ,  
f o r  t o  go from one c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  would 
r e q u i r e  no change i n  any of  t h e  forms i n v o l v e d .  

The form of  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  i n t r o d u c e d  i s  t h e  
szme more v i v i d  f u t u r e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a s  found i n  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  v e r s e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  s t r o n g  l i k e l i -  
hood of such  a p r o j e c t e d  agreement  among God's 
p e o p l e  who m u t u a l l y  s h a r e  a g i v e n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
The v e r y  word oupqwv6w with its p r e f i x  odv i m p l i e s  
involve me^ of more t h a n  one, Here t h e  minimum 

number possible i n  such  an alignment indicates t h e  
~ o r d ' s  d e s i r e  t o  respond t o  H i s  people. It isn't 

only t h a t  t h e y ,  w i t h o u t  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  knowledge,  
share an o p i n i o n  o r  a desire abou t  someth ing ,  but 
t h a t  i t  has found e x p r e s s i o n  (qwvh)  and t h e r e f o r e  
i s  recognizable by b o t h  the one and t h e  o t h e r .  

5 @ 

The phrase E K L  yfjs i s  r e m i n d f u l  of t h e  same 
p h r a s e  in 1.. 18, making clear t h a t  t h i s  agreement 
i s  among brothers who l i v e  i n  t h i s  world  and there- 
f o r e  concerns t he  f e l l o w s h i p  of t h o s e  who have n o t  
yer been t r a n s l a t e d .  The nspi n a v r ; ~  npdyunros 
c u t s  a wide s w a t h  i n  the needs and desires of God 's  
p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  l i f e  here below, f o r  t h e  a d j e c t i v e  
i s  quite i n c l u s i v e ;  nG.2 w i t h o u t  t h e  a r t i c l e  means 
"every, each and every, o r  any." i n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
r e l a t i ve  clause with its kdv and the subjunctive 
heightens the g e n e r a l i z a t i o n .  Thus t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

i s  n o t  t o  b e  i n h i b i t e d  i n  his reques ts ,  even as 
C h r i s t  says i n  John 16, 2 3 :  " V e r i l y ,  verily, I 
say unto you, whatsoever ye s h a l l  ask t h e  Father  
i n  m y  name, h e  w i l l  g i v e  i t  you." Nevertheless, 
i n  the present context the emphasis of t h a t  wllich 
i s  r e q u e s t e d  i s  i n  the  area of t h e i r  brotherss 
s p i r i t u a l  needs and of the  tremendous ~ r i v i l e g e  
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  bestowed by t h e  Lord  on His own 
p e o p l e  i n  t h e  form of the o f f i c e  of the keys. 

That the r e q u e s t  thus made i n  agreement by 
t w o  o r  C h r i - s t ' s  children Irere an earth is t o  be 
d i r e c t e d  t o  the  Lord i n  heaven is made clear by 
the  phrase i n  the  a p o d o s i s  xapb T O G  xa~pd~. Jesus' 
solemn promise  i s  tha t  none o t h e r  than the  Father 



of men i n f a l l i b l y ,  o u r  v i s i o n  of t h e  same h e a r t s  
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Verse  1 9  
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himse l f  i n  heaven ( f o r  t h e  a t t r i b u t i v e  m o d i f i e r  
roiJ i v  06~avo 'Cs  a g a i n  remind us  of t h e  cor respon-  
dence between t h a t  which i s  tn? ,  T ~ S  yfis and t h a t  
which i s  kv oApavg, c f .  v .  1 8 )  w i l l  s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  
t h e  r e q u e s t  i s  f u l f i l l e d .  

I t  shou ld  be  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  i n  v e r s e  18, 
though t h e  Lord i s  d i r e c t i n g  H i s  promise  t o  His 
f o l l o w e r s  c o l l e c t i v e l y  ( c f .  t h e  v a r i o u s  p l u r a l s ) .  
y e t  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  i s  more l i k e l y  t o  t h e i r  a c t i n g  

s i n c e  v .  1 9  t h e n  speaks  of t h e i r  
p e t i t i o n  i n  c o n c e r t ,  even where on ly  two a r e  
i n v ~ l v e d  . 

Verse 20 - 

The p o s t - p o s i t i v e  c o n j u n c t i o n  y i p  p o i n t s  t o  
t h e  reason f o r  t h e  s t r o n g  promise  just made;  namely, 
cha t  H i s  spec ia l  p r e s e n c e  i s  a s su red  wherever even 
two o r  three  a r e  g a t h e r e d  i n  R i s  name -- n o t  o n l y  
t h e  two or t h r e e  on t h e  s p e c i a l  m i s s i o n  of v, 1 6 ,  
E ~ ~ L V  . . . .  o u v n y u d v o ~  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t  p e r i p h r a s t i c  
form of auubyw, e i t h e r  midd le  w i t h  t h e  r e f l e x i v e  
i d e a  of hav ing  g a t h e r e d  themse lves  t o g e t h e r ,  o r  
p a s s i v e  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  of hav ing  been g a t h e r e d  by 
t h e  unexpressed a g e n t ,  namely. t h e  Lord,  i n  whose 
name t h e y  g a t h e r ,  The p e r f e c t  t e n s e  s t r e s s e s  no t  
so much t h e  a c t  of coming t o g e t h e r  as t h e  r e s u l t -  
a n t  s t a t e  of  t o g e t h e r n e s s  i n  which,  i n  c o n t e x t ,  
t h e y  a r e  t o  make t h e i r  i m p o r t a n t  p e t i t i o n s  on which 
t h e y  a r e  a g r e e d ,  

T h i s  g a t h e r i n g  i s  E ~ S  rb &ubv bvoua .  The 
p~ ~ o s i t i o n  E ~ S  is f r e q u e n t l y  used i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y  
wi t ,  6v i n  k o i n e  Greek,  s o  t h e r e  i s  no s p e c i a l  s i g -  
n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  c h o i c e  h e r e ,  even though t h e  v e r b  
ovvdyw by i t s  v e r y  meaning h a s  t h e  i d e a  of  mot ion.  
The name ( B v o p a )  of  t h e  Lord i s  t h a t  by which H e  

r e v e a l s  h imse l f .  ( C f ,  t h e  meaning of t h e  name 
of God as  Sound in t he  ELS ca tech i sm,  Q B  43.) 
T o  be g a t h e r e d  i n  'His name implies true faith o r  
trust i n  t h e  revela t ion and therefore c o n f i d e n c e  
in. Him who i s  thus revealed, The emphasis in the 
g a t h e r i n g  i s  no t  on t h e  p lace  o r  l o c a l i t y  where in  
they  ga ther ,  b u t  sn the manner i n  which they  g a t h e r ;  
 he ga the r ing  is t o  be -13 Christ's riame. 

The phrase k n ~ i  E ~ U L  ?v u i o y  a 6 ~ 6 v  does  no t  
deny C h r i s t  ' s presence  w i t h  t he  i n d i v i d u a l , "  b u t  
+i.cicaces a special p r e s e n c e  and b l e s s i n g  where 
oien fe l l .a .~sskip 2n connection with the reve la t ion  
s f  C k a r i s ~ ,  T h i s  promised. presence sf 611ris-6. is 
n o t  t o  be unders tood  of Bis universa l  presence 
aaaong a l l  creatures ,  b t : ~  of His presence in .  grace, 
.ishereby lrie guides, rd izects  and keeps t h o s e  who 
a re  thus u ~ i t e d ,  

This en t i r e  passage, therefare, while i t  cer- 
tainly s u p p o r t s  the v a i i d i r y  of the Eellowship and 
action of a "IcscaL c o n g ~ e g a t i u n ~  t h a t  i s  gathered 
in Christ's name and i i 2  agreement w i t h  o n e  another, 
i s  pressed t o o  heavily when f i r  fs maic ta i r t ed  as 
proof of the existence oE bu? sne d i v i n e l y  ordained 
form of t h e  church o r  congregation, The whole em- 
phas is  in t h i s  larger context is on t h e  o f f i c e  of 
the keys and t h e  aecessary exercise by Cod's 
people of t h e  g r e a t  power W e  has bestowed upon 
them, a power t ha t  resides n o t  i n  any person or 
group as such,  bu t  alone i n  the  Word which H e  has 
g r a c i o u s l y  en t rus t ed  t o  men, 
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His lectures will 4ea9 with the  Off ice  05 t h e  
Ministry and the R o l e  sf t h e  L a i t y .  

B r ,  P r e u s  is t h e  au thor  of several publications, 
among them C O N J N I O N  OF SAINTS and WHAT LUTNERUS 
ARE THINKING, His most recent work, publ i shed  by 
CPM in 1977, carries the title: A THEOLOGY TO LIVE 
BY, wizb the  s u b - t i t l e :  The Practical Luther f o r  
the Prac t i c ing  Christian, 

A s  w i t h  p a s t  Reformation Lec tures ,  t h e  1978 
lectures will be held o u t s i d e  the  frikrneb~~rk of 
church fellowship, There are no w a r s h i p  services 
conneefed v i t h  the  Lec tures ,  and, as i n  a f r ee  
conference, t he  participants speak snEy for them- 
elves and not  f o r  their respective church b o d i e s ,  
This arrangement has worked out very well t h e  p a s t  
years and has  a f f o r d e d  an oppor tuni ty  f o r  Lutherans 
s f  various synods, espec ia l ly  conservative Lutherans, 
to come together to discdss and t o  deba t e  s c r i p t u r a l ,  
Lutheran d o c t r i n e *  

More information on the  Lectures will be given 
t a l a t e r  date, 
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CONFERENCE REPORT 

LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS IN THE CONTEblPORARY CHURCII - 
Convocation Sponsored by the International Center 
for Lutheran Confessional Studies, Concordia Theo- 
logical Seminary, F t .  Wayne, Indiana, January 4-6, 
1978, 

Introductory Remarks by Dr. Robert  2. P r e u s ,  
President of Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana, 

Dr. Preus opened the sessions with brief wel- 
coming comments and the announcement that the con- 
vocation was planned to initiate an International 
Center for Lutheran Confessional Studies which 
would feature annual convocations in the years to 
come, 

"Why this ~ongress?" he asked. In answer he 
cited many similar convocations of scholars in 
1977, the 400th anniversary of the Formula of 

---- Concord, and the recent publication of many books 
about the confessions, especially by Fortress Press 
and Concordia Publishing House. He referred to 
the extensive holdings of the Seminary library in 
the field of Lutheran Confessions and the suit- 
ability of the Ft. Wayne campus as a center for 
the study of the confessions. The objectives of 
the convocation and the International Center were 
cited in these words: 

2. Confessional Lutherans need to be brought 
together f a r  productive study, 

3.  A meeting place and a mutual exchange of 
learning is needed to give scope for international 
s&udf es. 

As t he  conference progressed it became appar- 
ent that p o i n t  one, cited above, was becorning an 
uraplarznd theme f o r  t h e  entire conference. Ecu- 
menism is, by definition, agreement and uni ty ,  
Ecumenism has no meaning apart f rom creeds, There 
can be no ecumenism without creeds, 

I n  c l o s i n g  D r ,  Preus said that the  need for 
oat as ever. confessional reapplication is as gr, 

There is a need f o r  new confessions, "Nhet-baer we 
can actually produce them" he confessed, "may be 
quest  isned . '' 

'"urvey of Protestant and Catholic Confessional 
Statements i n  the  Second Balf of the  Tvsentieth Cen- 
tu ry , "  by DL 6. George  Fry,  Concon-dia Theological 
Seminary, F t ,  Wayne, Indiana, 

D r ,  F r y ' s  presentation Sllustra ted the fact 
that while Protestantism has made pretensions sf 
offering an agenda for w o r l d  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  it has 
lacked a un i fy ing  p r i n c i p l e  and i$s e f f o r t s  have 
been l a r g e l y  self-defeating, Programs Ear moral 
reform, for the development of an e th i ca l  society, 
and even toward wor ld  evangelization and s o c i a l  
justice have generally failed, 
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Conflicts between theological counter-cultures, 
between liberals and evangelicals, and even move- 
ments toward world peace have exhibited a virtual 
state of theological anarchy in a Protestantism 
bereft of creeds or similar effective principles 
of unity, 

Neo-orthodoxy made a brave attemp2 to give 
meaning to Protestant orthodoxy, but it was effec- 
tively challenged by three movements that have 
wide currency at present. These are: 

1. Radicalism, with its emphasis on the 
personal inward experience of religion. 

2. A born-again eva.ngelical-ism that emphasizes 
love and virtue without a compatible and supportive 
theology, 

3 .  Pentacostalism in its many current man?- 
festations, 

Almost every decade has had its prime causes, 
temperance, Labor unionism, civil rights, pacifism, 
and drug abuse, to mention only a few. For a time 
church union was a vital movement within the church. 
Then ecumenism had its period of interest and 
vitality. Today both are dead issues, both seen 
as quite irrelevant to any meaningful religious 
activity. 

In all of the futile and abortive thrusts of 
world Protestantism it is possible to see how the 
lack of solid confessional foundations have 
affected the Protestant denominations in their 
effort to justify their existence. 

'"The Two Kingdoms Today," by Kurt Marquardt, 
Gsncordia Theological Seminary, F t ,  Wayne, Indiana, 

Emphasizing the fact that the Church has the 
mission of proclaiming the law and the Gospel, of 
b-arirzgrbng di.vine:i.y revealed t r u t h  to  he w o r l d ,  
P r o f ,  Marquardt reminded h i s  audience o f  t h e  c i v i l  
ok ' l igatS,ons ~f 21.1 C h x - i s ~ i a n s  within t he  church,  
L? ~ L G W ~ ~ ~ J ~ T ,  he s a i d ,  ~hi'lid!il-e indi .v id%ial  Christians have 
civil duties, '&he ctnz~rch does n o t *  He warned 
C'ilri;sl-i.ans n0L &o appc;3~_'i to ~ i i ~ 3 - l  auth9r ic-y  or1 .the 
g rounds  o f  b3".bPrkr,,-al. ae;thcrrrityy, 1 : ~ t  ra- her o n  "be 
gzro-rrnd c3E za!:u~:al Paw;   hat i s ,  t h e  u n i i i e r s a l l y  
recogn-iized code s f  -right and wrong,  A'r;or:ion, f o r  
example, should be opposed in t h e  c i v i l  s p h e r e  be- 
cause i t  t h e  ::lost elemental law of nature, 
n o t  b e c a ~ s e  it is agadnst the rnozral r o d e  ef t h e  
B i b l e ,  

Ln s ~ e a k i f z g  of t h e  11% oil f t e  v c r d  "reason" 
T- 

in cbe Lu theran  Gonfessicns, k uo f , Mar quardt t;&id 
t h a t  we must be aware of a d i f  f n z i n 3  Issage i - i x r  O!IT 

?%me. The wepd 38reas~n. , 'a  as used nohi, p c ~ c r a i i y  
ceEers ~o an aSstpact r a k i c f i a i $ C y ,  Tha confesss~s 
s s p 3  t h e  vord to deno-i-e t 1 7 ~  :ac-iziity oi "_:ae m%nd 
t i ra t  follows t h e  i n%iex~ :~ , t  uwdel-standing or' n a t u r a l  
l a w  i n  man, 

In Secular Rumanism, t h e  psganism c ~ f  our time, 
r e a s o n  has become a sel f-clef e a t l ~ g  ca-r~frislon of 
tongues, Natural law is in prozeTs of being ds4ven 
ouc of public law, while revealed religion is being 
driven out sf kke chu-~cb. 
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"Confessional Emphasis on Law and Gospel for 
Our ~ a y , "  by Dr. Eugene Klug, Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Ft. Wayne, Indiana. 

Dr. Xlug began his discussion with the state- 
ment that the Lutheran Confessions are antidotes 
to error in the proclamation of law and Gospel. 
The confessions are the very roots of Christianity. 
In their emphasis on law and Gospel, of a reconciling 
justification, the confessions keep us securely to 
the bed-rock of a salvatory theology. Justifying 
faith is not just a  feeling within us, it is a se- 
cure knowledge of w h a t  Christ has done for our sal- 
v a t i o n .  Antinomianism. o r  even a neglect of the 
will of God expressed in the law, inevitably leads 
to anti-gospelism, The treasure of the Church is 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We who has that trea- 
sure does the law of God in a truly Christian 
manner. Prof. Klug's lecture was richly illuminated 
by many references to the writings of Martin Luther. 

"Confessional Lutheranism: Churchly or Sec- 
tarian Movement," by Dr. Jobst Schone, Church Super- 
intendent for Berlin, Independent Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church of Germany. 

In one of the most finished and cohesive papers 
presented to the convocation, Dr. Schone spelled out 
clearly and confessionally the distinction between 
church and sect. 

AC VII, the speaker said, is the first confes- 
sional statement on the church in the history of 

Is it realistic to speak of one church, or 

is it a fanciful idea? To be sure, the church can 

never be pure. It is always comprised of justi- 
fied sinners. It is their obligation to strive 
toward making the church what it ought to be. The 

confessions that bind us together in that church 
are at the same time a barrier to what is false. 

The division that separated us from Roman 
Catholicism wzs unavoidable. Yet, we may say that 

the division of the churches is the sin of Chris- 
tianity. No one admits to being sectarian. But 
we must say that a church that deliberately exists 
in isolation, that cuts itself off from Christianity, 
is sectarian, 

The Augsburg Confession proclaims a churchly 
movement. It proclaims evangelical doctrine and 
accepts r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for the true Christian church, 
ft is as o l d  as the Gospel itself. It refuses com- 
promise in doctrine, It must be taken in its en- 
tirety o r  given up completely, 

A true churchiy movement i s  ide~ltifiable by 
total commitment to Scripture, As the prerequisite 
to fellowship is none other tha.n belief in pure 
doctrine, so no unity can he based on denial of truth. 

V I  , 

"Contemporary Denials of the Lord's Supper," 
by Dr. Tom Hardt, Pastor of St. Martin's Lutheran 
Church, Stockholm, Sweden* 

Dr. Hardt presented to the conference an essay 
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prepared in impeccable order and brilliant style. 
Every word appeared to have been chosen with de- 
liberate care in the development of a scholarly 
point of view. 

His first declaration was that rather than 
narrowing the margin of doctrinal difference be- 
tween orthodox Lutheranism and the Roman Catholic 
Church, Vatican I1 has widened the breach with 
respect to communion in both kinds, transubstan- 
tiation, and the sacrifice of the mass, 

Contemporary Reformed denials of the Scrip- 
tural doctrine of the Lord's Supper are no less 
serious now than heretofore, Reformed preten- 
sions to a Lutheran interpretation of the sacra-= 
ment have only made matters worse, There can be 
n s  new Marburg because the Zwinglians are no 
longer Zwinglian, and the Lutherans no longer 
Lutheran. The book, Marburg Revisited, is a -- 
travesty of truth in its misquotation of Luther 
and the posthumous work of Hospinian. 

Contemporary denials of the Lord's Supper 
have appeared within Lutheranism in liturgical 
aberrations and in the diminution and a diminish- 
ing of the effect of consecration. 

After, and as a result of, the consecreation, 
the bread and wine sf the sacrament becomes the 
body and the blood of Christ, Luther demands the 
complete consumption of the consecrated elements 
at every observance of the sacrament, 

Some of Dr. ~ardt's thoughts were developed 
more fully in the discussion that followed his 
presentation. When asked whether the true body 
of Christ is present on the consecrated host of 

the Roman Catholic Corpus Christi procession, his 
answer was: "No, because there was no intention 
to distribute it in accordance with the institu- 
tion of the Supper." He answered a question re- 
garding the worship or adoration of the conse- 
crated body and blood of Christ by saying: "Yes, 

we may worship Christ wherever we find him." In 

answer to another question Dr. Hardt said: "When 
it is not possible to consume the remaining ele- 
ments we cannot think of a continuing presence." 

"The Lutheran Confessions as a Distinctive 
Contribution to World Ch~-istianity," by Dr, Henry 
P , Hamann, Luther Seminary, North Adelaide, Aus- 
tralia. 

Dr, Hanann introd~aced his presentation by 
calling attention to t h e  false antithesis in the 
phrase, "not Lutheran, but ~hristian." The 
speaker said, "Since Z am a Christian I am a 
Luther an. " 

We also noted a tendency, misleading in its 
very nature, toward honoring Martin Luther for 
his defense of the right of private judgment. It 
should never be overlooked that Luther was Sound 
by Scripture in all of his theologising. 

The speaker then proceeded to outline the 
distinctive contributions of Lutheranism to the 
church as a whole: 

1. Justification by faith alone* That doc- 
trine is central in the Lutheran confessions, i t  
is the heart of the Bible, and ~uther's great g i f t  
to the church. 
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complete consumption of the consecrated elements 
at every observance of the sacrament, 
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to distribute it in accordance with the institu- 
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we may worship Christ wherever we find him." In 
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it is not possible to consume the remaining ele- 
ments we cannot think of a continuing presence." 

"The Lutheran Confessions as a Distinctive 
Contribution to World Ch~-istianity," by Dr, Henry 
P , Hamann, Luther Seminary, North Adelaide, Aus- 
tralia. 

Dr, Hanann introd~aced his presentation by 
calling attention to t h e  false antithesis in the 
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speaker said, "Since Z am a Christian I am a 
Luther an. " 

We also noted a tendency, misleading in its 
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his defense of the right of private judgment. It 
should never be overlooked that Luther was Sound 
by Scripture in all of his theologising. 

The speaker then proceeded to outline the 
distinctive contributions of Lutheranism to the 
church as a whole: 

1. Justification by faith alone* That doc- 
trine is central in the Lutheran confessions, i t  
is the heart of the Bible, and ~uther's great g i f t  
to the church. 



3 .  The distinction between law and Gospel 
based on the doctrine of justification. 

4, The freedom of man in God's creation. He 
is freed from sin, freed to love, freed for his 
own vocation. 

5. The doctrine of the church, its nature, 
marks, and unity. 

Our comitment to the confessions must mean 
that we confess them and use them. In theology 
Lutherans seek development, not alteration, We 
seek theological growth within the limits of bib- 
lical theology's own nature, 

Loyalty to Christ is loyalty to the tradition 
of the Apostles, 

"Christian Apologetics in the Light of the 
Lutheran Confessions," by Dr, John Warwi.ck Mont- 
gomery, Melodyland School of Theology, Anaheim, 
California, 

The Ecumenical Creeds arose in the context 
of disputation. Confessions are always apologetic. 
Like the Ecumenical Creeds. the 16th century Luth- 
eran confessions were not a tilting against wind- 
mills. They opposed universal error. They clari- 
fied Christian doctrine and the formulators under- 
stood that it was necessary to refute error by 
positive argumentation. 

I. The confessions refused to give reason, 
i.e., work righteousness, a place of salvation. 
They gave reason a ministerial, not a mages- 
terial role. 

2 .  They recognized that in a theological 
sense Scripture makes sense only after regeneration. 

3.  The confessors accepted history and the 
effects of history, recognizing the total depra- 
ity of man and the redemptive sacrifice of Christ. 

4. Only the Holy Spirit can apply Scripture 
to the end of salvation, Man cannot save himself 
by the use of Scripture; yet, the confessors 
maintained the clarity of Scripture. 

In response to the question, "Are there apolo- 
getic principles in the Book of Concord?" Dr. 
Montgomery answered af f Lrmatively : 

I, Fallen man retains the power to reason 
deductively, 

2, Fallen man retains the ability to reason 
inductively, 

3. A common sense ground of logic and fact 
unites believer and unbeliever so  hat the be- 
liever can reason with the unbeliever, 

4, This ground permits the use of positive 
reasoning to convince the unbeliever despite the 
fact that man is not himself able to mend the 
broken God-relationship, 

Dr. Montgomery concluded by saying that we 
must continue to be John the Baptists in a secular 
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age. The church dare not be content with the old 
doctrinal formulations (Pieper, Mueller). The 
confessions call for a fresh and continuing 
apologetic, 

IX. 

"Future Confessionalism in the World," by 
Dr. Samuel Nafzger, Executive Secretary, the 
Commission on Theology and Church Relations, the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, St. Louis, Mo. 

By far the most moving and eloquent of the 
conference presentations was that of Dr. Nafzger 
who spoke about the observable positive and nega- 
tive factors in modern Lutheran confessionalism, 

Among the negative factors, two stand out in 
glaring Light. The first is the continued use of 
historical criticism both at home and abroad. The 
second is the widespread practice of a conditional 
subscription to the Lutheran Confessions. An un- 
conditional subscription is and remains vital to 
the preservation of historic Lutheranism. Dr. 
Nafzger reminded his audience that such subscrip- 
tion dates back to 1532 when Luther and Bugenhagen 
demanded unconditional subscription to the Augsburg 
Confession and the Apology in the case of young 
candidates for pastoral responsibility. 

As a result of the modern use of historical 
criticism and conditional subscription, Lutheran 
theology is in a state of worsening confusion and 
decadence. 

Despite this there are positive evidences that 
Lutheran theology is indeed alive and well may be 
seen in the fact that: 

1. The error implicit in historical criticism 
has been effectively exposed, 

2 ,  The effort of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod to reclaim the truth has been dramatically 
staccessful. In the "Statement" of the Missouri 
Synod and in other written works unprecedented 
strides have been taken in the reformation of his- 
toric Lutheranism, 

3 ,  There has been renewed interes~ and study 
of  he Lutheran Confessions both at home and abroad, 

Dre Nafzger concluded his remarks with the 
following words af counsel: 

1, Confessional Lutheranism will always be 
under attack. 

2, Given the heritage of the Lutheran Con- 
fessions the Lutheran Church will always have at 
hand the means for its o m  revitalization and 
renewal. 

3, Every generation needs to be faithful in 
the writing and publication of materials far study 
and understanding of S c r i p t u r e  and the confessions, 

4, The confessiiirts will always rrale out the 
pride of Its confessorss 

5, The confessions must always be seen in 
their fundamental eschatological sense, 

The present writer felt that Dr. Nafzger's 
address might almost be seen as a charter for 
future orthodox Lutheranism, I f  the speaker 
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reflects the present mood and faith of a substan- 
tial part of the membership of the LC-MS then the 
renewal of Lutheranism in our time may well be an 
event as significant as the 16th century renewal 
of Lutheranism following the edoption of the 
Formula of Concord in 1577. 

"Christology and the ~ucharist," by Dr. Norman 
Nagel, Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Indiana. 

Dr. Nagel is a man whose wit and wisdom is 
best reflected in the intimacy of personal conver- 
sation or the exchange of an academic seminar. 
Public address systems do nothing for him and it 
was difficult for his audience to penetrate to the 
obvious sincerity and intensity of his presentatl 70n- 
A future reading of the paper will be rewarding. 

The Augsburg Confession was written by men 
who prayed much. The Formula of Concord which 
followed was a paean of praise to God in which the 
gift of salvation, promised by Scripture, is seen 
in its certainty and glory. 

Dr. Nagel referred to the fact that articles 
VII and VIII were necessitated by the fact that 
the verity of Christ had been called into question. 
The confessions make clear that what Christ wills 
his words tell us. He is able to do what he says. 

X I .  

"Discord, Dialog, and Concord - The Lutheran 
Reformation's Formula of ~oncord,"by Dr. Lewis 
Spitz, Stanford University, Palo Alto, California. 

Taking the historian's truism, "Ideas make 
for change, - Institutions make for stability," 
as a cue, Dr. Spitz developed the historie fact 
that the Lutheran Confessions made for cohesion 
and prevented the disintegration of 16th century 
Lutheranism. 

In the years 1547-1577 the aim was religious 
unity, The Formula of Concord was the means to 
that end, Luther's false friends and their per- 
versions of theology, legalism, synergism, and 
antinomianism, had threatened the very existence 
of Lutheranism. 

The confessions arrived at a principle of 
authority that preserved the church, Their re- 
sponse was : 

I, Not t h e  authori.ty7 of Luther, a great 
leader of the church. 

2. Not the earlier confessions, their great 
value notwithstanding; but, 

3, The authority of Holy Scripture itself 
and the genuine external marks of the church, the 
proclaimed Word and the administered sacraments, 
Dr. S p i t z  went on to say that no confession has 
ever undertaken to exhaust divine truth, Confes- 
sions typically ignore non-controversial doctrines, 
They deal in the issues of their time, 

In this sense we may say that confession is 
more important now than ever. The Formula of 
Concard of the PGth  century had an ecumenical 
thrust, The controversies of our time call for 
new confessions and a new ecumenical. endeavor, 
The first step toward religious unity will always 
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be c l e a r  s t a t emen t s  of f a i t h ,  The v a l u e  of t h e  
t h e o l o g i c a l  e n t e r p r i s e  i s  n o t  l e s s  now than  i s  
was i n  t h e  days of Chemnitz and Andreae. 

Our approach t o  u n i t y  and ecumenism may 
p r o f i t  from t h e  l e s s o n s  of c l a r i t y  and l ove  of 
t h e  1 6 t h  cen tury  con fe s so r s .  

"Closing Comments," by D r .  Robert D. Preus ,  
P r e s i d e n t ,  Concordia Theolog ica l  Seminary, F t .  
Wayne, Ind iana .  

D r .  P reus  addressed h i s  c l o s i n g  comments t o  
t h e  fo l lowing  ques t i ons :  "Do we need new confes- 
s i o n s  today?" "Ought we t o  produce them?" 
"Can we ? '' 

I n  view of t h e  p r e sen t  s t a t e  of world Luther- 
anism i n  which many who denote  themselves  Lutheran 
do no t  s u b s c r i b e  uncond i t i ona l l y  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  
Book of Concord, do n o t  a g r e e  on what con fe s s ions  
a r e ,  o r  on what a d o c t r i n e  is ,  t h e r e  seems l i t t l e  
p r a c t i c a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  of reach ing  world-wide con- 
sensus.  The 1 6 t h  cen tu ry  con fe s so r s  began w i th  a  
shared  assumption w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
of Holy S c r i p t u r e .  Contemporary Lutherans  do n o t  
s h a r e  t h a t  assumption. How can t h e r e  be agreement 
on a  new con fe s s ion  when t h e r e  i s  no agreement on 
t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  on which a l l  con fe s s ions  must be  
based? 

D r .  P reus  conceded, however, t h a t  Lutherans  
who s h a r e  a n  accep tance  of t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of Holy 
S c r i p t u r e  and do s u b s c r i b e  uncond i t i ona l l y  t o  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  con fe s s ions  may f i n d  i t  u s e f u l  t o  cons ide r  

new formulas of C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e  sagges ted  by 
t h e  needs of t h e  20th cen tu ry ,  

. . # . O l B *  

Af te r  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  remarks by D r ,  Preus  
a l l  of t h e  conference speakers  were c a l l e d  t o  t h e  
ros t rum t o  answer ques t i ons  addressed  t o  them 
by t h e  audience.  Each was i n i t i a l l y  g iven  two 
minutes  t o  g ive  h i s  op in ion  a s  t o  m a t t e r s  which 
might be given p r i o r i t y  i f  t h e  w r i t i n g  of a  new 
Lutheran con fe s s ion  were undertaken,  

Surpr is ingl .y ,  most of them responded by sug- 
gesting s u b j e c t s  t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  confes-  
sions. Only one suggested a s ta tement  of ep i s -  
temology and t h e  doctrLnes of S c r i p t u r e  and reve- 
l a t i o n .  Another c a l l e d  f o r  a s ta tement  t h a t  would 
make e x i s t i n g  con fe s s ions  e f f e c t i ~ i e .  S t i l l  ano ther  

c a l l e d  f o r  a  document  hat -,:auld make a  c l e a r  d i s -  
t i n c t i o n  between t r u e  and f a l s e  Lutherans .  Other 

sugges t ions  ranged widely over  t o p i c s  t r e a t e d  i n  
t h e  Book of Concord. 

The unders igned ohserver and r e p o r t e r  a t  t h i s  
congress  could n o t  escape t h e  impression t h a t  given 
t he  cont inued d e d i c a t i o n  and optimism of t h e  con- 
f e r e n c e  speakers  and those  i n  a t t endance  a t  t h e  
conference ,  the  e s t ab l i shmen t  of  an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Center  f o r  Lutheran Confess iona l  S t u d i e s  may w e l l  
prove t o  b e  a r i c h  b l e s s i n g  of God and a  sou rce  
of s t r e n g t h  and v i t a l i t y  t o  t h e  Lutheran church of 
both t h e  p r e s e n t  and the f u t u r e ,  

N. S.  T j e r n a g e l ,  E.L.S.  (Re t i r ed )  

83 



be c l e a r  s t a t emen t s  of f a i t h ,  The v a l u e  of t h e  
t h e o l o g i c a l  e n t e r p r i s e  i s  n o t  l e s s  now than  i s  
was i n  t h e  days of Chemnitz and Andreae. 

Our approach t o  u n i t y  and ecumenism may 
p r o f i t  from t h e  l e s s o n s  of c l a r i t y  and l ove  of 
t h e  1 6 t h  cen tury  con fe s so r s .  

"Closing Comments," by D r .  Robert D. Preus ,  
P r e s i d e n t ,  Concordia Theolog ica l  Seminary, F t .  
Wayne, Ind iana .  

D r .  P reus  addressed h i s  c l o s i n g  comments t o  
t h e  fo l lowing  ques t i ons :  "Do we need new confes- 
s i o n s  today?" "Ought we t o  produce them?" 
"Can we ? '' 

I n  view of t h e  p r e sen t  s t a t e  of world Luther- 
anism i n  which many who denote  themselves  Lutheran 
do no t  s u b s c r i b e  uncond i t i ona l l y  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  
Book of Concord, do n o t  a g r e e  on what con fe s s ions  
a r e ,  o r  on what a d o c t r i n e  is ,  t h e r e  seems l i t t l e  
p r a c t i c a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  of reach ing  world-wide con- 
sensus.  The 1 6 t h  cen tu ry  con fe s so r s  began w i th  a  
shared  assumption w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
of Holy S c r i p t u r e .  Contemporary Lutherans  do n o t  
s h a r e  t h a t  assumption. How can t h e r e  be agreement 
on a  new con fe s s ion  when t h e r e  i s  no agreement on 
t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  on which a l l  con fe s s ions  must be  
based? 

D r .  P reus  conceded, however, t h a t  Lutherans  
who s h a r e  a n  accep tance  of t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of Holy 
S c r i p t u r e  and do s u b s c r i b e  uncond i t i ona l l y  t o  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  con fe s s ions  may f i n d  i t  u s e f u l  t o  cons ide r  

new formulas of C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e  sagges ted  by 
t h e  needs of t h e  20th cen tu ry ,  

. . # . O l B *  

Af te r  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  remarks by D r ,  Preus  
a l l  of t h e  conference speakers  were c a l l e d  t o  t h e  
ros t rum t o  answer ques t i ons  addressed  t o  them 
by t h e  audience.  Each was i n i t i a l l y  g iven  two 
minutes  t o  g ive  h i s  op in ion  a s  t o  m a t t e r s  which 
might be given p r i o r i t y  i f  t h e  w r i t i n g  of a  new 
Lutheran con fe s s ion  were undertaken,  

Surpr is ingl .y ,  most of them responded by sug- 
gesting s u b j e c t s  t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  confes-  
sions. Only one suggested a s ta tement  of ep i s -  
temology and t h e  doctrLnes of S c r i p t u r e  and reve- 
l a t i o n .  Another c a l l e d  f o r  a s ta tement  t h a t  would 
make e x i s t i n g  con fe s s ions  e f f e c t i ~ i e .  S t i l l  ano ther  

c a l l e d  f o r  a  document  hat -,:auld make a  c l e a r  d i s -  
t i n c t i o n  between t r u e  and f a l s e  Lutherans .  Other 

sugges t ions  ranged widely over  t o p i c s  t r e a t e d  i n  
t h e  Book of Concord. 

The unders igned ohserver and r e p o r t e r  a t  t h i s  
congress  could n o t  escape t h e  impression t h a t  given 
t he  cont inued d e d i c a t i o n  and optimism of t h e  con- 
f e r e n c e  speakers  and those  i n  a t t endance  a t  t h e  
conference ,  the  e s t ab l i shmen t  of  an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Center  f o r  Lutheran Confess iona l  S t u d i e s  may w e l l  
prove t o  b e  a r i c h  b l e s s i n g  of God and a  sou rce  
of s t r e n g t h  and v i t a l i t y  t o  t h e  Lutheran church of 
both t h e  p r e s e n t  and the f u t u r e ,  

N. S.  T j e r n a g e l ,  E.L.S.  (Re t i r ed )  

83 




